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ly good ;nd i L) but ſuch 
a5 either he choſe'to preach in the | 
moſt publick p laces, or elſe were 
more afculry: deſired by ſome 
of his ——_— | 

Had he himſelf defigned or pre- 
pſd theſe Diſcourſes for chePreſs, 
4 A 3 they 
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_ ordinary improvements he made of 


on.you ve himas you did, 

Id "TOW amply (your great careof 
his - Edrication ' was recompenſed 
and filly anſwered. by thoſe extra- 


himſelf inſo ſhort atime, though 
under much indiſpoſition of body, 
and 'of lare Years labouring under 
2 tedious incurable Diſeaſe : I may 
well call it incurable, fince it refs- 
ſed even all your skill and pains 

and in ſpight of all you your ſelf 


7 could do, at aſt PO againft 
2: him, whoſe life ab 


ve others you 
efi- 


, fo 'paſſionarcly wiſhed and 
xed, . 


A4 But 


= _ o bs Learning; nu 
onely by what he may m_ in-this 
licele! Book. | . Preaching, pt mg 
as his. leaſt Talent; a Fol 
bur larely entered pon, and 
the By: ,onely ed... Oy 
know, Sir, Ng ſerved a juſt and 
prudent Method in his Studies, and 
had laid in a great Stack of uſeful 
Know ledge of 'all kinds, deſignin we 
all along not-ſo much to fit himſelf 
for theſe Pulpit Exexciſes, : as $0 be 3 
General Scholar.” - 
Andijndeed ſuch he was rhere 
' - being few parts of Leayning/ in # 
which he had not made a conſj- 3 
derable progreſs. On which ac- = 
count he became moſt eminent- Þ 


ly ſerviceable to Queens Colledge ; 
his 


Wort: 

Og, 0d and yy te ang was 
deſired by many others. . His Lear- 
ning DRY I; every. where Au- 
thority-.and Re 7 Keck and his good 
Nature and bag bliging Carriage 
wory,him 'the love and favour. of 
the whole Univerſity ; ſo that he 
was the Man, of whom 1I never 
heard anyone fa ay an ill word. 

It is dificule for me here to-fgr- 
bear; ſo pleaſantis itto me tothink 
of als Old Friend Mr. NegpHa. 
And 1 know Iſhal} be ſufficiently 
þlamed by his Acquaincance for 


laying 


nes fs uo 2a Cor. | 
verſation, whileſt he enjoyed ett; 
meaſureof health ; a chird, that 
admirable" Patience; - 4tid' Indif. 
ferency as to this' World; Freon 
that his faichfal and truly friendly 
terriper ; thattheſe with many oth 


of his excellent "Vertues ought to 
have been duly rehearſed and com- 
memorated. Every eh knew 
him will find fault, that fomething 
or other, for which he was Exem- 
plary,i 1s nowvinitted. ©. - leh 
__ -e. was the ſaying of a gtear Ro- 
min , when he was asked) ar his 
Statue was not erected in the Mar- 


ker-place, as well as of many -others 
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After all I muſt confels,Sir,l have 
one private {elfh{h deſign in this De- 
dication; which is, to take this oc- 
calion.moſt thankfully ro acknow- 
led your great undeſerved favours 
and kindneſſes:ro me, which I can 
put.on no other account , but your 
own goodneſs, and that your Bro- 
ther would pleaſe to call me his 
Friend, "Iam 


Your moſt obliged and humble Servant, 


BEN. CALAMY. 
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SERMON L 
S. MAT. v. 4& 

| ' DU: 1 ſay into you,Jove your Enemies bleſs 
k A tad fr bo eden ah 
1 hate you, and pray for them which deſpite- 
| 7 ful #ſe you and perſecute you. 
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[ Tudge nothing before the time , until the 
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Wherefore , 96 Mb" oe ene afed 
Why - cap dF phe pf boron: 2 
i, Ye tery weight,” wid 

= web Aoth ſo eaſy brjek wr, and let us 
va} wh paHence.' the race thet is ſe} be- 
fore #9. 


SERMON vV. 
Ht 8. xj. 2. 
Looking unto Feſlas the author and fuiſtey 


of our faith who for the joy that was ſet 
« efore him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſmng 
#he ſhame, and is ſet down at the rieh# 

Hand of the throne of God. 
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3 But I ſay unto.90n, love your er 
| -2mes, bleſs them that.curſe30u, + 
S do /pood tothem thaFÞate.y0u, 

i and pray for them which de- 

T Prtefully vſe you avd perfecute 
Yn 
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He defigh of bur Bleſſed Savi-- Y 

© ours coming-hinto the World, ' 

as he himſelf. declares at the 
1 1 7. verſe; of this Chapter, was 
© 40 to or the Law and the Prophets, but 
= to fulfil them, This he performed, partly 
by doing, and ſuffering all that the Pro- 
hets had foretold concerning him, and 
y accompliſhing what was fore-ſhewn 


by 
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{Os SERMON LIL... 
by the Types and Shadows of the Law ; 
partly by his divine Diſcourſes and Ser- 
mons giving ing new life and authority to 
thoſe Rules of Good [Living they had 
been taught by Moſes; adding to,” and 
improving them where they were defe- 
ave, and reſtoririg them to their 'primi- 
tive ſenſe arid purity, where they were 
either obſcurely dehvered, bieby the 
miſinterpretation of their Doors were 
; generally miſunderſtood: and this he did 
uitably to the different nature of thoſe 
Commandg,which they had recerved in |: 
Moſes's Laws, ſome whereof confifted of * 
Rites and Ceremonial Obſervances, which 
were a Shadow of things to come, \and 
- were upon the accompliſhment of thoſe 
things preſently to have anend: Others 
, contained theneceſlaryRules of Good Li- 
ving, and were of an abſolute and un- 
changeable nature. Now fo it came te 
that the Jews, a People infinitely prone 
to. Superſtition, were very nice ang cu- 
rious 1h, the obſervance: of thofe outward 
Circumſtances and Ceremonies of - the 
Law, even to the neglect of: the' greater 
duties of Righteouſneſs, Judgment and 
Mercy, which they ought. chietly to have 
- done, though not to have left the other 
© undone; 
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FX And that they 
4 what particulars they ought to exceed 
3 what the Phariſees taught, um the contt- 
Z nuance of his Sermon he 
2 ral inſtances, wherein the Law of Moſes, 
2 partly by us own obfcurity , partly by 
$ their mifinterpretations' was generally 
#7 mifunderſtood.. Among 
# the Mortal Law which were not welt un- 
$ derſtood by the Jews, there was nong to 
$ which they were greater {ſtrangers , 


ETEFTTE 1 
tindone. The; blame of this] prafiice is 
by our Saviour frequently Jaid npon the 
Scribesand Phariſcts, who. then were the 
great pretenders to the Righteouſneſs of 
Moves Pa, b garhgph, ory 
Fo pho Of 1t Cc 

: As Re Fabry 3 'taterial. cir- 
; the motdl 


pretations- Our Saviour ha» 
ving declared that he came ## fulp the 
Law a#d the Prophets, in putfuance of that 
deſign at the 20. v. he forewarns his Hea- 
rers of this pratice and do&rine of ba 
$cribes and Hrtiory - ry #nto you, Ex- 
exceed the Righ- 
ey Phariſees, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
t not be ignorant; in 


gives them leve- 


other parts of 


B 2 than 


: E > x K Ub & © 'Þ 
| than this7 in he Text: Vos eng But 


F! "They had! red LL ebttarnas; 3; 
| alt not aveng e ' nor bear any. " 


cept, | 
e ap di ou naſty pe <a mt9) but 3 


"Now the Jos tend 4, W 
Neighbouri only of the children of their 
People "of: men 'of their 'own Tribe and 
Country, of menthat kept mutual corre- MY} * 
pi and ggreementwith them they 
; ook it for: panited that as forother men Al | 
"who were: ers and aliens to'them; 7 
he _ attull liberty to exerciſe what 
9. Pleaſed, as'appears/by the 
Peri before the Text, Te have heard that 
#t hath been ſaid, Thou ſbalt love thy Neigh- | 
 -bour and hate thine Enemy.” Bat this lat> | 
. ter: clauſe, and hate thine Enemy,” was an | 
additional interpretation, no where tobe 2 
found in the Law; and wasin truth'con- 
.trary to the true intent and. meaning of 
.the former-precept of Loving our Neigh- 
bour, . as appears by our Saviours'explica- 
tion of i it, Te have heard that it bath beer 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate 
thine Enemy : but I ſay unto you, love Jour 
Enemies. ec. 
Having —_ far ſhewn'the Connexion 1 
| of | 
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© ſelf .: on: theſe” two Commanaments han 
3 the Law Gy the Prophets. By. which ofa 
Z ofthe word it is plain, that the Jeve of 
# owt Neighbour: includes all the Duties and, 


' $EANi0 Naz L 
of ez words with the; foregoing, 

wit | the deſign 06-the- whale: Chapt oy | 
Eſliallnow: confiderther-by: themkives, - 


and ſhall endeavour toſct, befare-you;. 
1264+ The! Niagye: ne :Extent!.of -the 


| --:2./ Our Obligarion to-the praiice 
s fir. tip _ 10400671; 59 
F Naturo-nd Extent of 


nication, = nd. and rs ber 
_ 


whole duty rays hg man. Thids k we i mn | 
uſeth itinthe Summary of Rebgion which 
he taught-the Lawyer; telling: him,that 
the whole Gawiciyas com in;theſe 


& to things;:the love 'of Cre 


Dons - :2Thow ſtalk live the: Lord thy _ 22, 
od with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, *" 


4 or with all: thy : mind, this is the frſt and 


great Commandment, and the ſecond is likg 
eto it, thou ſhalt love thy v4 uates" 4s wt 


Offices Shieh, one. man can owe to ano- 
ther 3 and ſo it is,here.to be underſtood, 
| By - when 


"2 as appraty by | 
the col ale ke ene 


runny of the word, __ I F 

[rooss Lofit," Viz. that whereas. 4 
had been hefore tayght to tonfine chick : 

5% hw af the a arg; of. cs 


hog ery as to EN hot ror 

gens; Aliens, bur stb thoſe alſo 

profeſt hatred to! thom, yr n 1 

* them by, This he ge 

en hr the _ Love, Lies nes 

= Love: your Eneavies;'and. then, lef 
'they: ſhoald make too; narrow an inter» 
Karwan the word; -hefurther explains 2 
Fby the moſt obliging mitances- can'be 
ven of it, and that in.oppohitian tathe . 
mrary praQtice © of. their Enemies 3 Bl 
them that ourſe you, do gaod+ to ther. that 
hate you, and pray for them thas deſpivefuly 

of Jow « an WP ageyee Joh. 5 
But 
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7S pation L 


-- Butnot to infilt lion this | Gta 
fleation of the word, NE 


tak@yoticeof thoſe offices which are pe- 


culiafly due to our Enemies as fuch; over 
and above what can bedue to the reſt of 
our Neighbours ;, arid) thoſe are” referred 
uſually to theſethree general Heads. - 
We - That we do/fiot return thoſe evils 
Whichhe hath done us. 

42” That we” Torgive birt” Ong Our - 


hers; 


3. Phac we Week hiv tam 
when he” ſtands" Tt oa afli- 
ſtance. | 

-'x. Tf- we are Sdinitded to love our 
Gen it is eafie to underſtand that we 
are hereby forbidden all prattices towards 


him'that/are inconſiſtent with Love and 


bear al -and therefore that we muſt for- 
an pot ads of revenge and”hoſtility to- 
him, all recompenſing evil for evil. 

This bratich of our duty our Saviour pat- 
ticularly teaches at the 38, 39. verſes of 
this Chapter, Te have heard: that #t hath 


 '# beent ſaid, an'eye for an eye, and #tovth for 


a tooth ; but I ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not 
evil, bus ul <A Ba ſatite thee ch thy 
right cheek, tnrn to him the other alſo. 
Where by the way we may obſerve, that 
B 4 * our 


| Som the ether alſp.. 
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our © pig mand 
Gble..Argyment men-are en marrow 


PRIDE revenge. Veterem 


inwitgs nouamh, Was je -ne) 
who-would 


ought.. good | Chriſtians 
are {till apt to urge gh good Chyſins 
£0. return evil-upon their adyerſarigs, be- 

cauſe otherwiſe they-;may.. by roo. much 


26008 1t; and. 
_ otherwiſe+be. th 


forbearance- be excouraged to.go.0n-1n 


the ſame praQtice of doing injuries-and- 
offering. t8.-, LN the - caſe here 
mentioned: by'our Saviour, .1s plain 
in oppoſition to that pretence, Whoſaever 
hell faite #hee- on- bi right cheek: turn to 


he meaning of which 

wordsis,:that :in matters of leſs moment, 
as the inſtance there given is, the;gac 
Chriſtian gught. rather . expoſe Wixi 
to further 1 injuries, than return the. 


© ulage to/;his adverſary. that, he Ze . 


fered. fram him, or be guilty of-.any, re- 


vengeful act. $0 as muſt the.;Ser- 


vant of the Lord: be toward all men, ot 


x Per, 3.94 rendring evil for evil, uor railing for. rail- 
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LF 
This duty will, I know, ſeem very dith- 
cult to'men of this generation, who :are 
 pluplly ſo far from PRng latisficd with 


all 


4 Ys En ie 


; pe hat moe rgrs 
ies ,«that--their -revenge' ſeldom ends' 
NS inhenedeniings ruine: of wy | 


y 


Drovocation to engage © bike. and ſo 
' purſuance of. our revenge, and wes 
RETRO to ſoplain a precept, which 
Hythe profeſlion,of Chriſtianity. we hand. 
: bli Diiged to, But howidangerous-a-choige 
Stheſe men make, 1 ſhall bave occaſion to 
oy by. and by. -In-the meantime 
ve areto know: that the: farbearing-Re- 
venge;1s.hut.the ficſt,and; loweſt degree 
of that, Charity, which the Goſpel: IE» 
Mauires, towards. our: Enemies, /and 15: eX- * 
Wpreſt hereby the name of Love. 18. 
34 2. Itis,not ſuficient that we abſtain 
From outward: as of;Holtility and) Re> 
SF<nge'towards our Enemies, but we mult 
Bay aliderall thoughts+iand delires: of it. 
SWe are.not.to wiſh the ſame evil. to-our 
ENeighbour: that he thath-done tous, we 
& are 


Size E- - || 
ater rent Reon | 


| fervars, ripe oe , nof(e- | 


'or envious defgn againſt the 


y 1g agen bers anyinen; How mach Severe | 
been our Enemy. We ray have | 
other reaſons: ia may 


ns to're- "% 
fFrain from outward a&s''6f'R | 
 Ometimes we tmay betoo weak (to: doit, t 
and want power or oppor! "to exe- 
cute our defigns of evil : es It | 
any he ngaied ads other jatoralFGEGire 
which we prefer before it ; and'to- for- | 
bearRevenge onelyin ſuch circumſtances | 
is no part of our obedience to this pre- 
_—_ of our 'Saviour , which extends it * 
. to the inward motions and diſpo- 7 
fitions of our ſoul;, and requires that 6 
ourforgiveneſs be from the heart. And *# 
indeed the primary intention of-all the | 
divine Law, is' tor te the* inward Mi: 
thonghts and habitual incjmatiohs'of t = 4 
Soul; and to bring; them intro fubj a 
and conformitytothe will of God. Nor T 
can we beſaidto obey-any one precept of | 
the Goſpcl onely -by abſtainmg- from the 3 
viſible is of fm, unleſs we do hkewiſe 7 
mortifie and ſubdue the ſecret laſts, and FF 
inordinate defires of our heart, which are 
the inward principles and ſeeds of 'our .F' 
Le Out» "Ft * 


*%u ma - aw_—t et 
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pn rt pr t9:Which the 
or evil of them will be meaſured. _ 
Topncen the word —_ of all other 
Evo be underſtond-of the 
——— and there- 
we are: + this: precepr te 
+ file, eve and reſtrain all-thoſe black 
which, any ways-/prompt us to 
peonithetonn the 
our Neighbour,.To-thispurpoſe 
; | ir direction. Epheſcivz1. Let al 
Wor rac. andi wrath, and anger, and cle- 
= avenr, and evil; ſpeaking be put \amay'ſrom 
with ell maltce-c. and be ye kind one to 
| amdtber, place; worry orgiving one ano- 
, Jn, even as God Tad 6754 rift ſake hath for- 
2&9 yer. Nay, pture 15:{o poli» 
Five 1 this cafe, that ng ;wefſhould 
| ParBarhen xeturneyil upon our brother 
Fthat. bath offended us, though our hand - 
Sbenot upon him: to kill hi,” or'do him 
Wburt5 yer if we nouriſh in our baſom 
10y angry and malicious thought again(F 
Shim, if we wiſh: barm to him ; or rejoice 
Jover thoſe evils that befa}l/him , this 
would be as directa breach of the Law of 
4 Arg! renels,, as though we our ſelves had 
Fbeen the .executioners of our rn 
Svpon him. 'So $, Fehr tells us,* 1 7 
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alſoto exerciſe os of mercy and 
nels to/them; we muſt be pins Mn | 
them good res oeetit iN 
ne Lone akon) | 
4 
a wary py ably: 
lice is fach that he woule y.offer; -/ 
| Fer ſtill thou 'mayeft: do» bimgeod whe- 4 
therhe'will or no; thy-Ptayers are:in * 


| thy. OWn power, he, camotretuſetheath> -; p 


| Tance of /them3. heccarmot defeat thedes x 

ven of this Charity. - Offer thereforethy : 

prayersto Godfor him;-thatthe _ A 

of his heart may be forgivenhidyand : 

chit his '\may'be'indued withithe fpirit;of | 

Peace and Charity. -/This'laſt branchy of 3 

duty'is'the iperfeftion: ofiithe other two, 

_and is chicfly-intended ifithisplace. Bus 

T ſay unto! you , Love ©yonr.\ Enemies, Bec: 

And thus! much may” tuffice-briefly ro'EX- 
plain the natureof-thisduty... -.- 

-Tcome now-to conſider: the extent of 

it ; : 
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againſt 'r d /to) 

N itti/and 10h ? link Falways Ly 

to Injuries :and\ Reproaches? "Can/no 
round'beſo'd 520m my - bro- 
pathicope - juitifie. my 
Yenge pho) of my 


on ous _— pro ho lr prin | 


thelsQuieries, thereare theſe'two things 
o be conſidered. 


No Oo Astothe number wa multitude of - 
our Brothers 'injuri inſt-us,; we may 
remember thatS: EM {XV11-2T; 1t 18 re- 

orded of'S. Peter, that he-came to Jeſus, 
and ſaid, Lord, how oft 'fhall my Srocdey 

''a gainſt me, and I forg Tue him 2 till ſe- 


Fen times? Je Tor ſaith unto him, I ſay not 
7 


0 thee untill ſeven tines : but, untill ſe- 


FT venty times ſevere. Now: by this manner 


of ſpeech our' Saviour plainly intended, 
ot 'to ſet bounds or limits: to- our for- 


BSoeiveneſs, but to declare rather that: it 


pught. tobe unlimited,” that no tranſgreſ- 


"$110ns of our Brother, how often ſoever 
they be repeated, ought to exclude him 
F fromour orgiveneſs.and charity. 


+2, 'As to: the other part of the Que- 


tion, touching' the ' heinouſneſs of our 


Bro» 


t 1 


Stnmonth- 


that God ſhould exclude us- from that 
ray for: forſo our Sa- 
ath taught us to pray; Forgitie 4s 
aſſes, as we forgive then! that treſpa 
 ., againſt 9. If we therefore forgive 
tally, if we' except any of our Prerhrens 
'  treſpaſſes from wk omen ne rn 


bord they are 09 rae 1 cr 


| deal with us according toour prayers, arid 
leave us under the —_—— _ our moſt 
hainons tranſgrefiions ow unſup- 
portable a burden this wonld be, judge 
ye. iBy whathath beenfaid it is eafie to 
conclude, 'that this precept doth oblige 
us toan univerſal Forgiveneſs and Cha- 


towards our Enemres, how many and | 


how great ſoever their offences Tarve 
been. 


thoſe onely who fin immediately againſt 
_ God, but apon thoſe alſo whe —_ 


Ds; 
LP 


- 
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There remains orie caſe ftill tobe cor- | 
fidered, viz. the Civ Magiſtrate is ap- # 
pointed by God a Revenger, to execute 
wrath upon them thatdo'evil, not upon ? 


10 
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1; | po 

E relief of the ipjured,, ERR 
of offenders, how.can i. be unlawful to 
make uſe of that remedy ? and then ſure- 
ly all return of evil our Adverſa- 


ries is, not om y this precept of : 


loving = pea Neu OTE God CR 


amen of lp wt. 1 
tof In inli and Wr ” the 
PR ſnd. ang might *mot lawfully im- 
robes ho did the wrong, and feek 
pow reparation which the Laws of Gad 
and . Man have prov! And indeed 
if our Saviour did univerſally oblige us 
tamely to yield to all kind of injuries, 
WRROWR our juſt defence, or ſeck- 
reparation from the Law, this would 


I. the dire&t way to diſorder and con- . 
10n, and would juſtifie that objection 


which is wont to be made againit this 
precept, that it expoſed good men to 


FSuine and poverty , and gave ſecurity 


Fouely to the violent and opprefiours. 


But to free our Saviours Dottrine from 
loundeſeryed a calumny, it is to be con- 
Udexed, | x. That 


means .make- themſelves ju 


what" atisfaRion th 


x2 


- therefore private perſons muſt not py” 
[4 


power of taking vengeance, and ex 


mjuries they received. - Not but tha 


4 tTn- 
juſtice and Wrong ought to rective its 


due puniſhmenteven amongſt men. but 
becauſe >private perſons are not-'to- be 


rruſted- in their -own concern, therefore 


| God hath reſerved this power tg himſelf. 


and to: Magiſtrates commilſiionated by 
him, for- the: 'puniſhment of evi-doers, 
and the praiſe of them that''do' well. 
And to theſe all private perſons ought to 
refer the judgment of their cauſe, and re- 
paration of their wrohgs; and thisI take 
to be the force of S. Pasls reaſon, why 
we ſhould not avenge our felyes, Rom. 
X11.19. Dearly beloved, avenge not your 


| ſelves, but rather give place unto wrath; for 


# is written, Vengeance is mine, I will re- 
pay, ſaith the Lord.. Vengeance belongs 
to-God, the Magiltrateis Gods Revenger, 


tend to any ſuch authority . over 


elr 
adverſaries, | 


2, It 


LT w. 
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- Bur+Neighbour when he deals 
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| et: 
evil pr or-toſ 
them the fruits of Injuſtice with- 
— fr "5 mcg epbotn r 
degrees barden them-/in- fin,. and*bring 
down'the ſeverer Judgments'of God-tp- 
ofrthetn,* ſhonld*they- eſcape hunzife Jus 
ſtice; $0 that to give/a' time! _ to 
IE "uthaſtly 
by us; nay pofſſibly/be a means of gating 
our/Brother , when private admonitibny 


* + de 
=_ - 
- 


* 


er 


_ _niaynot/prove effettyal., ' So tha&this is 


no-ways 'meonſiſtent-with an hearty for- 
givene(s, and_uriteighed charity toward 
our Enemy. In ſhort then, we may law- 
fully -implead* thoſe who have! done us 
wrong,'onely we maſtobſervegreat care 
and\moderation.in'ir;' we muſt fot go'to 
Law forevery trifling and light oecafion, 
we miiltbecareful not to do it with any 
malicious deſign _ the perfon we 
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contend with. Farthough ouradyerlary 
pore gn arm NS 
bars euch may ful x che fi 

of the Pun enonl, Lo Lowe age Ener 


7 on to: fhew the EEE 
_ tionthat 1s laid noon ee 
this Dyag which J.ſhall 
F-/ Few: de apply oth - the Lamar 
intimated. i int They unto you. 
.2;;From the nature —_ Precept,- 
'3-Beeauſe our greateſt intereſt doth 
ngpertably' depend--upon. the \proſtios 
of It; 
As for-the quality ofthe Lawgiver £x- 
Prefled.in thoſe wards, I ſay wto you;&c. 
_i-k9/I16; we look upon;our Saviour only | 
_ ,— "as aProphet-come; from God to. declare 
W his wall.to Mankmd, to make them-11n- 
derſtand more clearly, what it is.that the 
Lord- requires of them.,- yet this. alone | 
were. ſufficient to challenge Our; obe- 
dience to this, and. all his Commands. 
ThatGod, whoſe Creatures we arpogign 
whom 


1H; 


- 
o G 
F 
- 
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Fs 


SET 


a 


enceto'it; | Nor is there ary Do@rine 
he- doth more frequently init on,” or 


| morecatnelily perſaade us to obey,” than = 
this of the Text, of Lovine ner 4 The 


Wiltof God; whenſvever made known 
to us, 1s a ſuſhetene reaſon of the obliga- 
tion of any'pf tis Laws : and owr blefied 
Saviour' bronghe with him fiich undenia- 
ble evidences that he came from God,and 
delivered tis Dod&rine with ſo/preat de- 
monftrations of the truth, and divine au- 
thority of what he ſpake,” that he extor- 
red from his very adverſaries this confel- 
fion, Matt. 22. 15. Maſter we know that 
' thou art trat, and zeacheſt the way of God in 
truth. This was that Fropheewhom God 
him(clf ſpake of fo long before to Moſes, 
EYiDg, ext.xvin.1$, 1 wif raiſe thewn yu 
Þ ophet from among theer brethrtn, like unto 
' &2 thee; 


& 
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THE TE E 


28) thee, and will my words -in bis 
| "tile 74 ſub ſpeakvo Ea] 
pov the an come to'paſs,"t. 

| vb. corey hen unto my words, which 


Khall kin myn EHP; 

fn lotion ty words, 
| require 14,-S.Peter e *7 
23. where:citing this prophecy, he tells 7 
us ard it ſhall come Aled <a ; that QFver7 foe! '£ 
that will-not; hear that Prophet, ſhall be cut ©} 
off from amony the people, If therefore'we Þ} 
look,uponh our Saviour as that Pro- I * 
pher; yet this alone gives ( —_ . 
and- oblipation to his Pre ew] 
e might j tly-pronounce pro 
ſay unto you love your Ementies..' L194 | . 
( 
] 
{ 


2-' We-are not-to Jook upon our Sa- 
viour.onely asa Prophet; 1t-1s true, che Y 
was a Prophet mighty indeed and in word, 
but he was withall znch tore than #Pro> | 

Heb. i.1,2. phet: for God who at ſundry times aud in 
divers manners {pake in" times paſt-to the :. 
Fathers by: the Prophets, hath 5 theſe laſt 
___ ſpoken wnto ws" by his Son; whom he | 
- hath; appointed heir whom 
alſo he made the W T4. tings by wh 
mity'of. the Embatiadour add any weight © 
ot authority to.the Meſſage he dehvers, 
then ſurely Us how: much greater the Son *? 

of 


-» 


4 
. 
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of -God is, thanthoſe other Prophets and 
| Miniſters whom'God informer Ages ſent 
forth'to declare his will cothe World, ſo 
much more inexcuſable _ thoſe men 
ner rejeR the pr ofthe Goſpel, 
rials ab6tienes tothoſe Laws which 
Z are revealed tothem by the'Son-'of God 
himſelf, This'is the | 7/0 Paul 
makes Hebiii.r/ Therefore ve 
the moveearnef ore to the aro why er, 
have heard,” any time we ſhould let 
them” ſlip. For fb word by Am 
gels was ſiedfaſt, and every rraxſgreſſio and 
diſobedience received its due recompente,o 
reward ? how ſhall we eſcape if we negle# jo 
great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to 
be ſpoken by- the Lord, &&@. Now if theſe 
con(iderations may ſcem t00 remote as 
having equal influence upon all other du- 
ties required -in the Goſpel, we may ob- 
ſerve: 
$  3- That our Sfviours authority oughe 
SZ to havea more - particular force to engage 
# us ir the raltice of this duty of Loving 
. ® Premies, Pecan the whole Dotetl of his 
$ life was a continued example of unboun- 
7 ded goodneſs and love tothoſe who were 
F his enemies; and he gave us that example 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps. Our Sa» 
| C 3 VIOUrL 
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viour in thi 


wards onr ſelves in a molt 


ner. And: can we then be. 


his ke. eo imitate his pra 
our +lau-Cotamapes7 w 


” T 1 
all. 
5 , 


habitationof Glory, 


to ſuffer an accurſed, -ignominious, and 


painful death, to. redeem us from our 


iniquitics, and to free us from the" in- 


ſupportable vengeance which is the w4- | Z 


ges of them. And can we think of fo 
great ebndeſcenſion of the Son of God, 
ſo boundleſs a 'compaſſion .and mighty 


lave, without being tranſported with hy : 


moſt 


more ot ae proces nog aiſed to 


a waa on 


fleſh, and to ſubmit to all the miſeries | 
and ſorrows of humane life; and laſtly, | 


” "PF 
- ſ! 


SERMON: | _ 23 


« bygour'Saviours authority and example, 
but 'is further enjoined. as a- particular 
mark and charatter ofhis Diſciples, and 
as the great inſtance of Chariey, wherein 
they ſhould exceed other men. S. Luke 
V1.32. If ye love them which love you, what 
thank have youe- for ſiners alſo love thoſe 
= that love them. " And if ye do good to then, 

 whichdogood for you, what thank have ye * 
for ſinners alſo" do ever the ſame - and if ye 
lend to them of whom ye hope to: receive, 
what- thank. have ye? for ſinners alſo lend 
to. ſinners to receive as much again. But 
7 love ye your enemits, and do good hoping for 
Z zo0thing again.” So then by our Saviours 
-'F argument, when we: do good to friends 
# onely, we'do bur' as other men, and mind 
Z onelyour intereſt 5 but if ous charity 
extends to Enemies, this 1s'pure obe- 
dicnce to the Commands of our Saviour. 


C 4 Then 
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.lenge het this precept of 
Loving: Enemies, as the- peculiar inſtance 
of your duty to him, as: the beſt imitation 
of his-charity, and , trueſt teſtimony of 

your love and gratitude. husif wecon» F 


{ider the quality ofthe Law-giver, he-is 
one, who by the juſteſt_ authority: and 
greateſt obligations claims obedience to 
this precept. 1 ſay uuto.you;, love. youth: 


Enemies p KC. vr ASI *J; 
2. Beſides the authority of the Laws. | 
giver, if we conſider; further. the-nature _ | 
of the Law-it felf,, it will appear mnch 
more nnreaſonable we ſhould. diſobey 
him. For however uneaſie this may ſeem 
at the firſt fight, if we take our meaſures 
aright, there1s no precept that dothmore 
conduce to the quiet cententment;of our 
own mings, the peace of the World, _ 
; % rae 
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PEN Mw nogk ondinen prefiet eaſs | 
and fatisfadiien, this onely would'in a 


great meaſureoblige -us:to; he by many 
injuries , and _ -kind- and” curteous 


towards our Brethren, though-they have 
been- injurious'to us. [Anil thiswill beſt 
appear-if we::co bow: burdenſom 
and uneafie thoſe-: -are which: in- : 
celine to revenge.- Anger and Malice,and _— 
Envy and-Jealoufie,/ which are the/con- 20 
{tant Att —_ of the revengeful man, 
da raiſe fa ch boiſterous tempelts, : ſach , 
' tumult and diſorder in the foul as cannot 
conſiſt with, true-peace- and ſerenity. $0 + 
that ta. give-way to-them , and cheriſh 
them in their beginnings, is as dangerous 
to-our; repoſe and happineſs, as though 
we ſhould nouriſh a Snake in our boſome 
which would-leave behind it an incura- , 
ble ſting and perpetual anguiſh. Tell me, 
I pray; 1s any man happy that 1s eafily 
S provoked? Can heenjoy the ſame-con- 
®Z -tent with other men, who leaves it-in 
the power of any one that dares affront 
him, 'to raiſe jn-him thoſe tempeſtuous 
$ paſtions; and to rob him of his repoſe 
g and quiet? Certainly: the angry and 
| -revengetul 
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{o effectual, as that which rai 
the mind.: fo that a-malicious 


| m- 
deigner always does the intended'mi{- 
chief, when 1t-is direfted -againft;aman 
that |indulgeth- theſe: paſſions. Whereas 
onthe he that inures himſelf to 
patience and Lrance jen 
verſary ſeek to do him miſchief, yer by 
- this temper. of mind he fruſtrates the de- 
ſign of his malice, andin ſpite of all inju- 
ries 15 perfett Maſter of his own happt- 
neſs. In a word, there is nocondition of 
life ſo happy, no enjoyment ſo full of fa- 
tisfaction which can give us the leaſt 
content, while the: defire of Revenge 
. prevails with us. And 'of this the oy 
. of Haman is abundant evidence, \whic 


we read Eſther v. 11. where Hamas ha- 
ving called his friends and kindred toge- | 
ther, and having told them of the great- ? 
neſs of his riches, and the multitude of ! 
his children, and all the things wherein # 
-theKing had promoted him, 'and how he 3 
| had advanced him above the Princes and 7 

Servants of the King, yet faith he, v.13. 7} 
All this avazleth me nothing, ſo long as _ 3 

eeaz * 
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among, Chriſtians, as 


the praſerranichy ef rnicy 


nerous and hkely way to re re _ 
mies tO PEACE __ friendly agreement 
with us. There 1sno man fo averſe from 
reconciliation , who will not in time be 
wrought upon by kindneſs and charity. 
Enmity will of it ſelf ex ys if it be not 
continued by repeated ofunkindneſs, 
how much rather when men find all their 
injuries re with courteſfies, all their 
uncharitable dealings with good deeds. 
This Argument is made uſe of by S.Pasl, 


4 Row. x11. 20. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
73 him, if he thirft, give him drink, for in ſo 


A head. 
3 though by fo doing we ſhould defign to 
FX mcreaſe his condemnation before God, 
F For though poſſibly that may be the 


J event, if notwithſtanding our kindneſs 


tho ſhals hou coals of fire npon his 
Which is foe to be {e as 


he 


in- him that. ior ts of affection a 
fire of Love'to us ; that rurpartiny wins 
future become our /friend, - and repent; 


and be aſhamed of his wickedneſs. This 


I-conceiveto' be the of. heaping 
coals of fire upon his head 5 and'this is con- 
firmed by the following words of the ſame 
- Apoſtle, Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good. Letno mans injuries 
or malicious practices towards thee de- 
face in- thy:Soul that divine temper of 
mind, thatinclines thee todo good; but 


endeavour rather by repeated. atts of | 


charity towards thine enemy to overcome 
his enmity, and bring him to Bb thDE43r 
and peace with thee. 


This conſideration ought to have great ; 


force upon us, becauſe there is nothing 
more deſirable i in this World, than that 
brethren ſhould live together in ynity, 


nor any thing more agreeable to the de- 
ſign. of our moſt holy Religion. When 


our Saviour was born into: the World 
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revenge, ſo'that we may obtain the-bleſ- 
fed fruits of peace, and live in unity and - 


godly love. -: 7 

5-3 From what: bath been altgady ſaid, 
;t-is caſte toconclade, that the practice of 
this duty 
dignity and-; 
Thoſe good di 
cline* us to' be merciful and friendly to * 
, wore wp are the great pertetions.of reaſd- - 
Sable beings," and:we are ſo much more 
zerfet; by how much more enlarged-and: 
mtenl3ve they. are, and- leſs capable of 
; being removed or changed. - And there- 
Store he who. is ſo-ſetled in the habit of 


doing 


Yic by che 


doth highly conduce to thetrue 
of our. Nature, 


tions of ryind that en- 


ood, as notto be withdrawn from 
c injuries and provocations of his 


chemy 


all-deſires of. 


F 


whic rhe, Fackeg Sor caleeS-darate 
roriſe ow the evil endl on the good, antt ſerta- / 
eth gharhr Pertoerey nuju/t. And art the / 
hft Verſe concludes his diſcourſe with 
this advice , Be ye therefore perfeB# as your * 
Father which is in heavewis perfet?. £ & 
3- The laft Argument wo perſuade us 
to forgive and love our Enemies was! 


this, that our greateſt imereſt doth indi- A 


fpenſably | 


ſ 
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| number than the hairs of his head: 
Sod what then muſt we think of our 
Wctves, who come far ſhort of his pie- 


7 and: 1 ty 2 Again, are our 
Net fs againſt us very haitious 
ad provoking? Ours againſt God are 


ar ly more ſo. And that upon theſe 
rwo 
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_ weexalted! SS fr hoo; + ch 

\. alſocympare the:Benefits we receive from 
God, with whatwe confer upan-one ano- 

 ther;even thoſe alſo bear norefemblance; 


oceramy re nag _ our 
bours. treſpailes' agan 1n-any 
proportion - with. our offences- | 
God. _ 

Let us thin ottfiler ak 
thach ou ſins-againſt God ,bottifor'the 


Fe r and:aggravation of thenrare 1n- 
finitely greaterizhan-the greateſtof our 
Neighbours 'injuries'can be';/ how.unreas 
Jonably we denitan our ſelves, if we-pray: 
toGod for pardon of our ſins;* while we 
deny forgivene(s: to our Brother. for the 
leſter offences we have ſuffered-at his 
hands: Do yeus 0: would be dome "by is the 
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tall have judgment without hiercypwboypeth 


bewed.::0 merty.. And now I would bi 
eech the malicious and teverigefut man 


if he be capable of being calm) to.con- 
| tinnſelf; oiherh X be able 


der. with. er he be able 
reſerved for thoſe to whom God tefuferh 
to thew mercy ; if he cannot, lethim.con- 
{ derfurther, whether it be not his grea- 
telFmtereſt to agree with his adverſary 
quickly, while he is m the way withhims 
d. ſeek ITN lor be to for- 
prve him, pray for tim, and dohim good, 
that he alto may be capable of that —_ 
rom God which is not attainable by us, 
anlefs we from our hearts forgive every 
man his Brother their treſpaſfes. F 
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* 'e nothing before the time, un- 
£ the: eek | 


He belief of our Ravioads ſes 
cond. coming, as it hath a ge» 
neral influence upon: all .the 

| parts of a Chriſtian converſa» 
tion; ſo more pectiliarly doth it:ferve:to 
diflnade us 'from that grwmagha 3s tem- 
r ſoprevailing'iamong -men udgin 
al Cenfuriti the reſt ofrour B Noa; 
and/is frequently; mifted on by our Sa+ 
viour and: his Apoſtles, as a moſt cftes 
ual and cogent argument againſt it. 
© Fot the better enforcement therefore 
_  Wof this prohibition ſo frequent in the 
_ Goſpel, I{hall enquire: ? 


I, What that Judgment is, that ishere 
{0 je forbidden. 


ts 2. The 


ſal of rap#/th' rn 11 aud t 
frr/ AE pgeNT Sale 
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SERMON I. 

2. The particular. force of the Argu- 
ment here nſed to diffuade us from It, 
\ Becauſe the Lord cometh. © WE 

3. I ſhallſhey. the great unreaſonable- 
0.070 if ARR 4 
.For the firſt of theſe, it. is cate to 
underſtand that the Judgment here ſpo- 
ken, of," 1s, not meant of Judicial progee- 
dings either in matters Civil or Ecclefia- 
ical ;. and this, if from yo.ather"Argu- 
ment, may appear from the neceſiity.of a 
Judicial power. to the well-being 'and 


ſupport of humane ſociety. For that 


Civil Society cannot ſubſiſt in'peace 

tranquility without :ſufkcient- authprity 
"reliding in ſomeperionsabove- others, to 
deternmune controverſies between manand 
man',: and- to execute/puniſhment upon 
thoſe | that offer violence: totheir neigh- 
bours is too plain ro be:infilted on; ! 15: 
£- Forthat badimen are vaſtly:mote nu- 
merous thanugood, and! that fuchiwho 
have noſenfe of vertue : and goodneſs ate 
no other: way:/:to be reſtrained from evil, 
but by: the: ſeverity: of :'wholſom: Laws, 
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and the: due- execution/ of: 'them5//and © 
that this cAhnot be-without judicial \au- $ 
thority, eveſy mans experience may con- il ©. 
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vince hum. 
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' If therefore we. conſider that Cod is 
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L not the Author-of Confuſion p but of 
\ ? MW Order; ' and that he deſig gned//man for 
bo _ and mutual ſu uppore ben other 
; vr os we cannot perſuade our ſelves that 
tn IN, prevepe of the Goſpel: can tend to 
by. the —_ on of it, which-the taking 
”= —_—_ dings would cer- 
a- I faibly do. Nay. rather ſince” Order and 
u-> © Government is ſaneceſfary to gur Well- 
rl being, we may well conclude thatir is 
iq ©} derived from God, and from him alone; -* 
at I And. agreeably to "this the Civil Magi- 
ia &} ſtrate 15 ſtiled+by our: Apoſtle the Miri- 
ty fter of God, a Revenger, to execute wrath 
WEL feos that doth evil.” And we are 
q If therefore required to yield obedience tg 
i them, not onely for wrath, bur alfo P44 
by. conſcience ſake. Neither 1s the neceſlity 
.. & of a Judicial power leſs evident in mat- 
1- 8 *<rs Eccleſiaſtical than in Civil: nor is 


the danger of Confution and 'Dilorder 
greater 1n the State than in the ' Church. 
Therefore when our Saviour ſent forth 
his Diſciples to gather to him a: Chureh, 
and ks Diſciples of all Namans, he in- 
truſted them with the Keys of the King- 
"dom of Heaven, with the power of cen- 
ſuring and abſolving, of remitting and 
D3 r=tains 
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 . SeRMoOxN 
retaining fins, agreeable to the demerits 
of perſons under their junſditions and 
in obedietice to this Commiſlion, the! 
pture gives us ſeveral inſtances of the 
and exerciſe of this power. By this au- 
thority S. Pax did deliver Hyazenuxs and 
Alexander unto Satan, that they might learn 
to blaſpheme.: as we read 1 13.120, and 
in-the 5. chapter of this Epiſtle, verſes, 
he gives directions to the Church of C» 
rinth to uſe the ſame power-over. fach 
perſons as were'notorious, to deliver ſuch 
unto Satan for the deſiruition of the fleſh, 
that the ſpirit may be ſaved inthe day of the 
Lord Teſs. ' The Judgncnt therefore 
here and elſewhere 1o frequently forbid» 
den, cannot be meant of the Judgment of 
authority in matter either Civil or Eccle- 
fiaſtical. 
72. Neither are we forbidden all kind 
of judgment of the perſons of men from 
their outward and viſible practices z 
though we | have no {ſuperiority over 
them, we are ſtill allowed the jadgment 
of diſcretion, to diſtingutſh between man 
and man, to know whom to avoid and 
whom to aflociate our ſelves,with, and it 
18 a great part of Chriſtian prudence fo to | 
do, The actions of many men are {0 
| | plain |} 
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by them, - Bad 


by Bad Company. P 

9 if donſenſibly prevail upon. our minds, and 
h I betray us imigevil, and unleſs we were 
hf allowed to make a judgment of ſome per- 


7, i ſans from. the ations. we ſee, we.could 
be © baveno reaſon to ſtand upon our guard, 
'e 8 or bewareof them. - Nay raj Chri- * 
i» ftjan Charity -it (elf, which; ob h us 
f W agatb(t all raſh and/malicious c 2th of 
:- I other men, doth'in many caſcs not onely 

allow, but exac& of us to make a judg: 4 
ment of. and be /jealous over them, that F 
we' be able to-afford to them ſcaſonable 
reproof and admonition, before they: are 
confirmed in a habit of fin. And to this 
kind of Judgment, it it be exerciſed with 
true _ and moderation, out of a 
zealous concern for the ſoul of our of- 
tending Brother, there 'is a reward an- 
nexed, S, James v. 19. Brethren, if axy of 
you do ery = the truth; and one woo f 
D 4 
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cctuded bqth from 
2; Wit were not law 
Re of men In on bo 
whatwe hear and ſee 44, > Js 41109 4 
ate f Weare not forbidden to} K 
| paſs cefifure'v wn ty our” fn : Fin 
elſewherem 
to us 43a liv 


tof God. oy to $:: La TH 


1 Corxi.31.-1) Sor treatment 
| Hts, be Ms -: And the reafon is 
plain For wotld men' find lafure* ſe- 
Houſly"to' examitie: their'own' lives ;; 
_ aftions ,”" and to judge” impartially” of 
them, they would notthen ſo freely in- 
dillge themſelves in 'thoſe pradtices to 
which'they know the-ju of God 
is due.” They would think themſUves 
 6bligedin all Gimes and places, toa more 
'Arict andGircumſj @& walking wit#&God ; 
2nd” when they have through inaUver- 
tency 'and negle& yielded'to temptation, 

by a due examination and Jjucging of 
themſelves, they would be'con of 
the neceſlity of an hearty and fincere Te- 
pentarice, before they go thence afd be 
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pement Rs Mt -of "his own life © 
ons, and articularly of his diſc ; 
of his Apoſtolick Office mentioned/in th, 
former Verſes; 5 but that he'was' not fi 
nally to-fely\upon his' own' judgment , 
but that althowe þ be np ating of Of bil 
EA as he declares Verſe' Jt he was not 
Jef, In mach 5 how "af- 
_ to: ed by the'fupreme 
oft all eee who knew bet- 
_ ow he had behaved himſelf, and 
would judge more impatrially than he 
himſelf could; 'and then” irpmediately 
— the prohibjtion een Text, 
ore judge nothin e the time, Ae 
Mk ey oy 7 ey 
Theſe things therefore being excepted 


_ the general — , the fin 
Vi hich 
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2QY A Ws © LAAG of c 4 tt - 
OC RIC . the perſon of L IC Nelp 1DOL - 
nd ze.inward thoughts ad 1NCIINAtiIons 
of his heart... When they take ap- an..all 


opinion of him.from ever idle r rt, 
I; NOIR the 


O 
fame to his prejudice. When they, take 


and {tick not- to-ſpxead a 


all occafions to leſſen. and detratt from 
the good he dath, and aggravate the 
evil. This unchriſtian prathice is capable 
of many degrees and aggravations, which I - 
I ſhall-not . infiſt on particularly. Iſhall Wc« 
. onely take notice in general,: that wha- 
ever will conſider calmly - with himſelf 
how he would. have bis Neighbour. deal 
with bim mn the like matter, with what 
candour and: fimplicity he 1watld have 
him judge of the qutward circumſtances 
of his lite, how.loth be would be to have 
the worſt intexpretation made. of all his 
words and-a@ions, and how, willing he 
would have. others be to admit his excu- 
ſes, if not to take away,.yet, at leaſt to Wh 
lefien and alleviate-the guilt of any miſ- WW 
carriagesz ſuch a one cannot.but ge | 
an 


judgment. 
| Een 
eneſs 


eos 
IT , to {hewt 

of this oraticea Jr This will 
appear from theſer! three. porous! 


1. From AR obs es original... | 
.. 2+ From, the greatnels-1of the injury 
e [done to the perſon we cenſure unjuſtly. 

6 I. 3; From the miſchief which redounds 
m tothe Publick by uncharicable judgment 
ie Rot one another. 


h .-x. For the original of this practice of 
11 Fcenfuring and reviling one another, 1 
o- think it may ordinarily be xclolved into 
1t Mone of theſe three Principles.” 


al 1. Secret pride and over-valuing 
ſclves. . Men, who are deſtitute of Mt 
worth and-yet have a mighty opinion of 


hemſclyes, have no other 'means to buoy | 
re Mup themſelves in that conceit, but te 
is Wpick faults in the life and ations of other 
ze Mmen.. And this I doubt ws the humour of 


t00 many” pretenders to the. ſ{trineſs of 
&cligion 3 who, if they declare a great 
abhotrence of ſome particular fault of 
their Neighbours, which is Ay to 
their 
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vith* the opinion 'of "ther own 
- righteouſneſs, and to vaunt it in the lan- 
ginge of the Phariſee, Luke xviii.10. God 
thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are, Extortioners, OUnjuſt, Adulterers, or 
even” as this Publican. Now the unreaſo- 
nable folly of this method of proceeding, 
no'man car'be ignorant of, that conſiders 
the nature and genius of true Religion; 
that it doth not conſiſt in the abſtinence 
from ſome particular fins, which T may 
apprehend others to be guilty of, but in 
an univerſal obedience to all the com- 
mands'of God.' And therefore what ad- 
vantageth itme tobe able to declaim zea- 
loufly againſt this or- that 'Vice of the 
Age T live in, or the perſons with whom 
T converſe, if Icheriſhin my boſom other 
impieties, which, if not ſo open and no- 
torious, may yet be.'as inconfiſtent with 
my ſalvation as any other.” It we will 
take our Saviours judgment mm the caſe, 
the poor Publican, though conſciqus of 
ſo'many faults and infirmities, and'alrea- 
dy judged and condemned' by the Phari- 
ſee, was yet 1n a much fairer way to be 
juſtified before God, thanthe other, ow 
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monls nd inks mow 1.9 
ge © them 
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accuſe his Neighbour 

the -external///geſture; and. Orgs of 
other men; : cannot; ealily 

from what principle theira 

we do not know All the we Wat nk 
they are. ;engaged. in, which. will , much 
altex the nature;;of the; ations we, judge 
them: for. : Wecahnot tell what we ogr 
ſelves ſhould do inthe like caſe, and how. 
far: we: may. my = to: reſiſt. the ſom 
temptations. ereas,- WE. May . ca 
know the true. grounds of, 0) pager: 
carriages ,\thatihe blame of. Em 18 due 
ancly to to ourſelves. 1.80 Hat &Very. man 
bath'/upon:this eel ater rea- 
ſon te think.and ſpea of other men, 
than of himſelf. ;_ how, if natwithſtan- 
ding this evidence, men may. have of their 
on gltnch abovethat of their Neigh- 


 bours, 
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follies which' 


nes of 'out: (own Galvarioa: 2/4 'fo'near 
and'great concert! to'tis,” that unles wo 


Hlipent of it; ws cahnor find 


rriages 'of Sheds. Our hfe hereis 
ſhore” effouigh” to'fit and re us/for 
= unalterable* i ſtate which'we are haſts 
to'; and can we think'it reaſonable 

bh: pend_ any -of thoſe Pretzous! hours 
Which are tever to be recalled; ina buſi 
neſs of {6 ite concerts us, as the faults 
| other mett2eſpecially when 


they? rh rr Bs 
tape inn PAN our jou 


ne Sand _ 
fating our diviſion to thaty 
dom which we all pretend Fo ſeek br 
Surely did" men” ſerioully-\cofſider; that 
their title to an cternaFand-never- 
' Inheritance did depart {upon the 
pp by Manage- 


at HORS eeboony77 F :59y19} 


2. A futtherpround oy this uncharitas 
blep a&ice is Tdleneſs,an agro 
r own 'feedliry affairs: The Gu 
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mof'n wy, nog ow bo 
© ind, when the had 


would be determined, not aecottfng'ts 


9ther mens ations, but < 
woull rhjitk ie mack tio 


a bs Ka no farther Fexfiirs "to 
obletve the 'and - mmfcarriages 

other" men,” than ro take ogcafion froth 
thence to cerciſe that” 'pteat parehl 


- Chriſtian charity, which confifts in 


ly reproof and admonition” where it'vity 
be given.z and when it thay nor, totake 
heed to himſelf, leſt he alſo betempted ; 

and if arty man ſuffer himſelf to be-rranf- 
ported 'beyond theſe bounds, to cenfure 
and conderim other men , he juſtly 'de- 


{erves 
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degds.-had ſome ſiniſter; deſign © blended 
with,themz they can then diſcover many 
| | | er- 
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_ and hoſe aeen an 
cTof k m 
4$2d-:with' fo mich 
hoagh the ſaſpected faults' wete the 
d evident - arid whett' they have ſaid 
the utmoſt they cafvro'leſſen His eſteem, 
they can Rill a 
for- the 'reputatiotn” of the ini; 4 
loth to fiy. or-ttiink the 
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that they - 
worltof him.” 

Befides the greatneſs of the ak y/ and 
other bad effects of this way of: proceed- 


mg, which T ſhall have 'oceafion- to infiſt 
on-more particularly, that which'P ſhall _ 
ar\preſent take notice of, to'ſhew 'the 
great unreafonableneſs of it,'is this, 
that none but bad'men and 4 Bad'cauſe 
cat ſtand in need of it. He that purſnes 
his-own intereft- and advancement for 
9. other 'ends but fuck as are juſt and' 
able, viz. thathe may be able with 
more freedom to diſcharge his Uuty to- 
ward God and Man, —_ - better -- 
ty to'do inthe World: Such a 

Me Yll m—_ that there is no ſack 

eat 'need of his advancement m the 

orld; but that another man'in the ſame 
ſtateand condition may diſcharge the of- 
frees of that ftate as well - he. And - 


igher.; and then what, 3cmptation 

aman have 19:099%6 /hirſelf with 
eat: BR OjAnY: done te-another- man? 
this leads me to. the: ſecond thing 
eaPonndedy to: ſhew the unreaſonable- 
Funcharitable judgmerit off ouy bri- 
thren, from the MW; the! injury 

L wedo by Ke, "3 
1. Iris an, injury; againſk which there 
- 19 00 ders - He thataflaules a man.by 
ayen JrLee 4 RR -be reſtraihed by the: 
of our Qwy, his 3 be- 
ſides the puplick pw of Laws:pro- 
Vi e for. our.ſecurity, and men: are. natu- 
DO 
the violence of an oppreſ- 
ſor : but the tongue of; the malicious.and 
 cenſoriqus woundeth/in ſecret, and tas 
— hard to:know fromwhence our  barmiagi» 
ſeth. . A {[landerous;report ſpreads;wide- 
ly,and inſenfiblys. nor can.a man be- able 
_ to trace..out,.the beginnings, or ſtop-the 

progrels'ofit., Nay many times the 

der.1s improved beyond; the intentions of 
him tha deviſcd:i It, If but a hare ſuſpicion 
be 
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"yet more "mt thi We 
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yoo hath be the Anth6f of 2 filfs 
rhovgh he fbuld afehars 16 
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off ak Gov 
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the fir- 
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fot.ft may befpreatl 
opbes, ire. nnd rp 

'3 arid eyerr then met are apter to 
believe the Bad" repotre rhani' the go6d; 
Ment wif riot lay afide a prejudibe oiiee 
eſtertaiticd, without greater evidtaceto 
ce contrary, thatt what cauſet 16 at firf ; 
#hd'fuch' evidencert will be hard? to'give 
t&'alf perſons who have believed x (lan 
ar, A malicious cenſure mdy' meet with 
E 2 many 
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ants ng i who may think it their-in- 
 rechascomi 'the belief of i it, though 
Tepent.;;.So.that 
whenongt 0 6 ocdoe e judgment. is 
madejand. divulged, I caunot ſee how it - 
einthe power of him that did it, to 
dp or ſpreading of it or to 


ration. 


] 
| 
WE Nie" aggravation of this, ſfinis, 
that no;kind of injury doth more afflic I | 
the rit ofa man, or make a'do eper im | 
+than'” a falſe and: unc citable 
judgment.ofhim.- Every man hath natu- } , 
rallyagreat reverence for a good name; }| + 
ys to: bis;value of it, cannot ||| | 
os Fom tobe deprived of it by 
a - In unjuſt accuſation. And there- 
fore: Solomon compares the words of « i { 
flanderer and back-biter to the piercing of , 
as Prov. xi. 18. , And holy David 
us that ſwords are' in their lips, Pſal. il 
7+: Neither is it without reaſcn | 
"by men are thus tender: of eir reputa- | | 
| 


tion and- good name, in as much; as it is 
one- of the great inſtruments whereby 
men - are; enabled. to.,do.' good 1n- the | 
World ;; and to be difabled from that; is | 
oneofthe-moſt ; zuſt actions of grief and 
diſſatisfaction; | 
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"Which "brings the” 
ird Br Merch dr FRA 
f aL of _uncharitable 


of one attother ; nincfp WER 
Et redptind from this MRO 
tothe Publick. 1 
©.” The En badeffetts, "which 
FihalF mfiſt on, is that Which 'T juſt now 
mentioned , that” * Nd ins — 
perfons lefs able to in their {eve= 
rat places 'and callngs, than otherwiſe 
they might he.* Andt dog? needs" be 
A t imjury to the” ro 
NSriabl $5 The feveral abilicies x 50 
grees of the perſons ſo dealt with. Now 


that flanderous AE and falſe judg- 


; S1 ments 
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GE 


great uſe to fuperivurs in the execution 
of the. ruſt -commitretd to then. 
But inthe name»-of 'God;- what do men 
of this. temper propoſe ' to! thetnſelyes? 
Do:they think their Governours are not 
menof” Paſſion: and Infirmities as well as 
2s Do-they. not _ mm 
ments they are' mpaged- ini," #te 
managed with ſo exat evennel$, - btit 
there will be ſtill: ome- incortveniences 
unavoidable ? How '1s it that they do'not 
oblcrve, that.even ther when they com- 
_ plan of; and cenſare the perſons and 
.  aQions of their Covernows, they do in 4 
prext meaſure contribute to; and increaſe 
E 4 the 
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Sis n 'M ON IT, 


far. - ont al tick. now ito: rms wy 
louſly/againſt all the .a&tions of cheiedy. 
riours 4 which they think | Capable:of 


ame; 41 1:1 34 1419-3 #4979 5 
. 2s; The ſecond fort of perſons, 'Whoſe 


abilitics.x0 do good,:depend muctupon 


the reverence and-eſfteem:of\:their! pers 


_ ſons, are. [the Minifters: of the Church. 


Now the buſineſs of itheſe- men: being:of 
ſo great, importance, as the ſalvation of 


 the-immortal ſpirits, of men; whoever 


hidegxs ,the ſucceſs: of their endeavours 
inthat affair, may juſtly. be: eſteemed 'a 
 commo ENEMY to: mankind. 4 NowIdo 

| any way. whereby -men 
do - moredirely undermine rv corel 


" rity. of our holy-Kaith; and 


enlargement of 1t, than-by 2 ng he _: 

perſons:to whom the deliver 

cred Oracles, and the Miniſtry. of Recon 

Flliation.is intruſted,, -- For; though--it he 

#1 Very RS: and unreaſonable. way-of 
| | arguing, 
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us, draryrs fun: wy | 
or but _ faults: of men;-.whoſe 
Office/it is'toin{trutt or perfuade others 
tothe-practice of holineſs; »For to: tim 
who: believes. a/ falſe report. of his ſpiri- 
Par 5the'occafion:'of Scandal -15 as 
effeual;as though the report were true; 
and theicenſure-juſt:-and: then who' can. 
perſuadethimfelfthat the! man who raiſed 
the falſ@accufation' is not as injurious to 
the Charoh; asthe'man'whoſle life is real- 
Iycfcandatous >-'What hath been ſaid of 
the ill effeft- that ' redounds-to the Pubs 
lek- from: rhe uncharitable cenſurings of 
men-of this publick capacity, will uypro» 
portion : hold ' concerning: the-raſh judg- 
ments'we make of: private-per{ons, accor< 
ding tothe ſeveral degrees wherein they 
may be ufeful either 18 the Church or 
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and bitter: envyings, > viſible among 
Tg commanty Conde 0D em 
commonly ſpreads it- 

our friends and correſpondents are ſoon 
mide partners in-the quarretz.and how 
bebditic inleyatulenr alley thoſe animo- 
fities which have been thus every 
Mans experience may convince him. Now 
Tneed not-uſe any ents toſhew that 
-- amr) 0 ties ws gr 
of = angerous conſequenee. to 

publick Socicty where they livez.it be- 
ing a/truth mt by the common'con- 
* ſent of Mankind; and:by. the' experience 
of all Ages3 fo thatwe muft needs con+ 
clade, that whatever pradiices tend to 
the bepetting and increaſe | 6f:{trife and 
—_ are very hurtful: tothe Pub- 


+ Nor do Tknowany poadics that. doth 
more efteQually tend rs way,. than: = 
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the writings. of the holy: Evaogeliſts and 
Apoſtles, 3nd thould read there the many 
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rift 5; Kat it inketh no evil, 
that it believer wy things, and hopeth all 
things; did they conſider the many ar- 
ments the Goſpel uſes to 'enforce the 
duty, and greatreward Fon prong 5's de- 
peiing npon our prattice 3 and 
example-of 6ur Saviour himſelf, Who 
rk i his conv ages at _ was the 


to ritable judg- 

ET of others, ua did himſelf Cs 
er: 

GoRg ever pa wen $ ſevere cenſure v 


lor 'towards' all "men, 
any; but thatproud cenſorious Set of the 
Phariſees, who made themſelves rails 
of all others: ſhould they then deſcend 


with that excellent rule the pretend: to, 
and with the exatple of tharr Lord and 
Saviour, and ſee how yaſt the diſpropor- 
ion is between our Praftice and” Profeſ- 
ſion, they would: eafily perfiade them- 
ſelves that the” generality of Chriſtians 
Hd -not ſeriouſly "Pliere, the + =mea 

" they vaunt of, nor own the authority of 
their Saviourin' giving Lawsfbr the Go- 
vernment 


to | compare the Ae 'of "Chriſtians ' 
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fa foretold. , They ;will find vit ver 
hard to reconcile, = the belief of F 
s can confiſt with many uncharita 
ices, unjuſt reproache. pu. 
enmities which | the; [ | 


way of thoſe who mi lg bi won oyer to: 
ourmolt holy Profeſhion, did they not ſee 
the Profeſſors of it ſo manifeſtly contra- 
di in their lives and'praQtices, what they 
plead for -with ſo ach zeal and affe- 
ion. 
I proceed to the third thin propoun- 
ded, to ſhew the particular force of the 
ment here uſed to diffuade from un- 
charitable judging one another : Becanſe 
the Lord cometh. And this Will ap-_ 
r 
49g the conſideration of his infi- 
nite knowledge, if compared with our 
rem inability -to judge aright. This 
ranch of the argument is particularly 


urged by- our Apoſtle in the words fol- 


lowing 
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- ward a&tions of Aoi eh ap 
to men as inſtances 6f nety ar he: 


votion, when to God t ys are arr abomi- 
nation. Now ſhould we uſe the utttroft 
of our diſcretion in theſe caſes, we conld 
have no ſafficietit gro aritfto Jadge rights 
lyof theſe men'or Tet acorns. So nts 
ny are the ſecret wihditps and' private 
retirements of the heatt of man 5 fo v4- 
rious his thoughts and.intenitions, and'fo 
numerous his preterices to difvile* his 
ations, that it 1s not ih the power of atiy 
mortal eye, though riever {6 ithpartiat, to 
diſcern rightly of him- or hisaQions.  Be- 
lides, there are few ment (0 _— 
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£ judgments men make of the ſame 
; things. Nay, fo decertfil is 22s of 
; || man, fo hardly to be ſearched mto; thae 
/ i we are not comperent of our 
- i own ations. We have many arts to-de- 
. IN ceive our ſelves, many ſecrer evaſions and 
- If falſe prerences' ts beget arr opiniory of 
y | qurown worthand righteouſtels; and to/ | 
2 £8 hideour ſelves, if Imay ſo'fay, from our 
} 8 own fouls, and then how can we hopets 
| make a:righr ju et of ottier men? 
- || Bubnow the Lor who is to:come; is of 
I infinite knowledpe, and 'tis his Preroga- 
> || tive alone. to underſtand the thoughts of 

man,and the-counſels of his heart. 


(This God'teſtifieth of himſelf, Jer.xvit. 
g The heart +s ſe above all things, 
awd deſperately wi who can know it ? 
I #he' Lord: yr the heart, I trie the 
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won't to difluade-us judging be-- 


fore the time iseafie and obvious. For 
what mor e reaſonable motye!ts reftrain 
our curiolity inpryiog into, and: | 


' theaQtions of others, than that! the 


knowledge of thoſe things is. too won- 
derſul for us, and that; we cannot; at- 
tain to itz and withall that there 1s a 
judgment to Come; when, if we \make'a 
falſe and unchazitable judgment, we ſhall 
be plainly convineed of before. God 
and all his holy s, and; then. who 
can perſuade himſelf, that it wall, not be. 
2 matter of great {ſhame and confuſion of 
face, toſee thoſe men, wham wehad un- 
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he hath reſerved wu er of gi 
vs ro mankind af o gh 


oh mach 
ac jdge ner we. are guilt 
iy dA by boldly intruding into thoſe 
Fafa which we know not, wedo with- 
all facrilegioully invade the royal Prero- 
pſy of Fs to whom alone judgment 
belongeth. 1s1s St. Fames's Argnamens, 
James 1v. 124 There is one Lew-giver ab 
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Froan? "ob own Mer 


tro conclude. | Third! and laſtly, 
we ought not. to' judge before the time, 
becauſe” the Lord cometh , who will be 
the ſevere avenger of all uncharitable 
| - ent of our brethren. This he him- 

aſſures us, S. Matt. vii.1,2. Judge not 
Fs you be ot judged ; for with what judg- 
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Ps rt Judge, Je ſhall be puke 5 att with 
what meaſure ye mete, it be. meaſured to 
Jager, And from this ground S. Pau! 


Romi.1. "Thereforss thou inexcuſa- 

7.7 O men, whoſoever thou art, that judge - 
for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou con- 
Goon elf; for thou that ndge doſt 
pu xi te {* Rt the third 6 
, Cele thou thi, O man, that judgeſt then 
that doſuch things, and doſt Ray 6k ſame, that 
thou ſhowldeſt eſcape the Fs of God. 
Now I conceive the Apoſtles Argu- 
ment is equally cogent, whether he be 
underſtood here to peak of the ſame fins 
i ſpecie, or rather of other fins of equal 
tt. Since the unreaſonableneſs of judg- 
wg our TIO tor ſome pRrogene 
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fins, when we areguilty of others as h&i- 
nous, [is al RE Eres though 
we-did the ſanie things we condemn/him: 
for: And therefore S. Paul himſdlf inthe 
tter part of that Chapter, nd org 
ſges the ſame argument makey his'inftan-. 

;notonly infins of the ſame kind;but of 
| ler 4 Verſe 22. Thou that abhor- 
reſt Idols, committeſs thou Satriledge ? And 
now. Jet any man confider.-how dreadful 
his cohgdition muſt needs be at the judg- 
ment of the.great day, if the Lord who. 
15 to come ſhould be extreme to, mark 
what he hath done amiſs, and ſhould 
deal with him according to the utmoſt 
rigour of the Law, and then he cannot 
want ſufficient . argumencs to perſuade 
him to a meek and candid interpretation 
of the faults of others, eſpecially. if he 
call to mind that God hath declared, that 
he ſhall have judement without mercy, which 
hath ſhewed no mercy * which ſhewing of 
mercy doth not conſiſt barely in therelie- 
ving the wants of thoſe that are in miſery, 
but 1n an univerſal charity, as well in our 
thoughts and judgments of others, and 1n 
an humble forbearance of their faults and 
infirmities, as in other a&s of bounty and 
liberality. 
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amv as by all other Exerciſes of 
Holy Living, fo more” I 

Mecknek a Charity towards 

laying aſide al raſh and uncharita- 

ruin /uh of other men; we may-be in 
ſome:meaſure capable of 'recei ring the 
E promiſeuf our Saviour, Luke vi-37: wh 
<=" Wh all not be judged : condemn not 
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T 'rhat bodlders wine. Kinſey 
- the great-variety of Opinions 
"Fi riſatters of Religion,” which 

ye "have/prevailed inthe Chriſtian 
World indthe great zeal andatiirhoſities 
: men of different” pi rludtions 
arewone t6- maintaih the di | 
opinions of their Party; ſeatce allowing 
cthoſCrhat'differ froitr! em any probable 
hopeb:ofHalvation. He that conſiders 
this, ay fippote one of theſe 


two' things : 
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Either that the way of obtaining the 
cently pl; wad — pra 

.  ciently plaina ET. Ot that 
P ice/.in, the ſearch fſter it 

eto obtain it, 


Y » generality 0 of 
Chriſtians that maintain ſo wide differen- 
ces about..matters,of Religion , do not 
ſeek for ap WA ih" man 


' (pres 


df is ot. 
tha an who uſe g 
of it, may OED hope to 
'findit; this cannot be granted. without 
injury and affront to the diyige goodneſs 
and juſtice. ' For ſince the eterna 9k 
-of a Ehriſtians doth depend upon.ct 
formance of the condition of 
Chriſia ianity, andthis, cannot-be/ perfgr- 
med without a competent kngwitdee of 
thoſe things 'that- are revealed in: the 
Goſpel; it theſe things were ſo dark and 
- obſcure, that even the-plaineſt Chriſtian 
might :not-attain to as great a degree os 
knowledge as is neceſ ary for = 
would t 9 follow, that God'had -— 
taken ſufficient care of his people, to 
make the _ of ſalvation known. to 
bs a 1 them; 
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theliſ them't and -withall that he” dealt” yery 
aff-M- hardly and untercifully with thegrea- | 


om pare them, in exciting he Fon 
'the means of knowledge, when yet he 
hath annexed 6 great a penaky.,to the = 
want of it, as their falling ſhort of that | | 
eternal inheritatte to which they are cal- 1 
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-* Thetrue reaſoy therefore why ſo many 
bor wh after knowledge do miſcarry in 
their delign,and are led away into ſtrange 
and dangerous opinions, is 'hot becauſe 
the knowledge of the truth is fo.hard to 
be obtained,” but becauſe there are bur 
few that apply themſelves to the ſearch 
of it after adue manner. It canpotthere- 
' fore but ſeem neceſlify, that while we all 
<> toe to ſeek after knowledge, and tg 
defire to be infarmed in thoſe important 
truths revealed in the Goſpel, that we 
firſt of all endeavour to fatisfie our ſelves 
concerning the true way and method, 
by which the knowledge we ſeek after 
1s to be obtained: and this our Saviour 
hath direted us to in theſe words, If 
any tan will do his will, he ſhall know of 
= _— whether it be of God, or 
O whether. I ſpeak of my ſelf. ; 
@ In he RY oY Verl of this Cha- 
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2. I ſhall hew, the certainty; of ſucceſs 
toall ſuch as, ſeek for knowledge akier this 
manner here required. 

I- For theconditionit (elf, Tf any mar 
will do his will, heſhall know of the doctrine, 
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| ts0f fo natural att evidence and oblige 
tion, that there neither is, nor bath vans. 
any Nation of the World, wherein t 
have not had aſenſe of the Being of God, 
and of his fupreme right to give Laws to 
Mankind 3 and that tk een and 
Happ! doth. d 

things whact - wall-Hoi W 
him; and therebSre' 1 we find, that how 
far ſoever the Nations of the World had 
erred concerning the Nature of God, oft- 
times attributing to him thoſe unworthy 
paſſions and pradtices which' a wiſe man 
would be aſhamed of; 'yet ' ſtill they 
thought it neceſſary to find out fome 
way of expreſſing their homage to res 
An 
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| Sndongh the ways of Worſhip deviſed 
'the Heathens were commonly very 

abſurd and ridicnlous;'yet thus much is - 
abundantly evident from their-pradtice, 
that-they. owned an (obligation to a re» 
grey worſhip of-Godj and/had- a ſenſe 

his ſoveraignty 'and "tight to govern 
them, .and oſc of them! as he plea- 


feth. noo For * Y 
of his divine Soverai 


is neceflarily ſuppoſed in this condi 
If any man. will do. bis will, For no'man 
can intend-to do the will of God, who 
js not before perſuaded that.he ought to 
ak it, whenſoever it is made known to 
2, = condition, if any man will do his 
will, implies or preſuppoſes a:ſerious de- 
fireto know the will. of God in order:to 
1 pradtice/, and a diligent uſe of thoſe 
q means'oft inftrution which God hath af- 
w 8 forded us; as viz. a ſearch of the Scri- 
d BY pture, aſober uſe of our Reaſon in the 
t- Y examination. of it, a diligent- attendance 
y | on thoſe ſpiritual Guides which God hath 
n K fct over us for our inftruttion in —_— 
; of righteouſneſs ; and er to God for 
4 the {£7 rm and affiftance of his good 
n. | Spirit, tq enable us ta underſtand _ = 
=o thoſe 
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er fr menand their{ rs we 
narſd have recourſe in order toinftrutiion, 
and! ſatisfadtion: 10: matters:of Religion, 
Fo theſe themfelves; we may: habe re- 
——_— of: the: New [Feſta- 
ment;i whiehtheychave loftb&wnd, them 
nin 1 aca us mall - 
ii we be not wagting toiguy/ſelves. 
Fovtherr'Succdlors we. have recourſe 1n 
out [attendance:upon:the-pablick. Mini- 
ſtry;-who derive: their commiſſion: by- a 
continued ſucceffion. fromehe. kpoſiles, 


who 
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3. This condition', if any war will” do 
his will, implies further, thar in our ſearchy. 
after divine truth; and in our uſe of thoſe 
means of knowledge which God hath af 
forded us, we thuſt propoſe to our ſelves 
radkgen, + 26 wiltof God; as the ulti- 
mate endiofour-knowledge. © * 
- This is that which is more particularly 
ed in the Text. Many there are, 
who are very inquiſitive after truth, but 
they have oft-times very different and 
undue ends in-their enquiry : ſometimes 
they do it to gratifie their curioſity ; 
- [8 ſometimes that they may beable to main- 
| I tain theirParty they are ingaged in, with 
F ſome plauſible ſhew- of reaſon 3 fome- 
times they doit for oftentation and vain- 
| glory, that they may appear wiſer and 


more 
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ſometitmes ſeek for knowledge, as 
other ere 4p; enrag _ 
may make a it, and provide 
oo foe abit in the World? _ 
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attain.the ſeveral en the 
ſs in eheſcives; ;5 they may er 
ws and wiſe in the wrns NT ak t 
of men; they may. grow tich; an 
cM Ir rn among meh; and in. 
they have their reward; but ſtil they 
oe the true knowledge and fatis- 
TIED Saviour here ſpeaks of ; 
which is not attainable by any that do 
not intend and reſolve to do the will of 
God according to their knowledge; this 
alone makes them capable of a full and 
ſehfible conviction of the divine autho- 
rity and excellency of thoſe revelations 
which are contained in the Goſpel. 'For 
it is not every one that can talk ſuperfi- 
cially about religious matters, or that can 
give a tolerable account of the rational 
grounds, upon which the truth of the 
Goſpel is conveyed to us; not every one 
that can diſpute learnedly abont points 
of Faith, and decide Controverfies; not 
every one that 1s thus accompliſhed, is 
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than can be gained by the ſtrongeſt rea- 


tions. He ſhall find in his foul a. lively 
ſenſe of the excellency of thoſe truths 
which the Goſpel delivers, ſuch as ſhall 
leave no room for doubtfulneſs or di- 


ſputing.. _ 

PW e mt not onely intend and re- 
ſolve to do the will of God, and propoſe 
to our ſelves this, as the great end of our 
enquiry z but we. muſt aQually cndea- 
vour to diſcharge thoſe duties we already 
know, if we bope to attaim to a ſufficient 
fatisfaQion in our Religion : for he that 
5 I negleds to do the will of God, as far as 
he already knows, he cannot be preſu- 
med to have a ſincere reſolution of ſub- 
1. |} Pitting to thoſe further inſtruQtions 
"" | which he may find in the Goſpel. And 
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© ll indeed, intbis place our Saviour may well 
© | be underſtood to exatt this qualification 
5 if of thoſe who came to hear him, that they 


ſhould praftiſe thoſe duties they already 
knew, 
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is truy the will 'of God, 


t hn Mgr ror quited,antf that iti their 


great duty and tereſt to. 
| is manifeſt by fact expetie 
Goſpel, are yet v ery bickWind toptadtife 
the precepts of irs but How thui kn 
unwillingly would they undertake 
practice, if they were not capable 
risfation about the my of Cite beep or 
till they had obeyedit. moſt 
reaſonable toſuppoſe, a the fe thin the 
will of God here ſpoken of, tuft i pore 
be underſtood of thoſe previous nite 
ions inthe wilt of God, which thoſe who 
came to hear our Saviour had before re- 
ceived. 


The Jews, to whom onr Saviour here | 


directs his diſcourſe, had the inſtrugions 
of 
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= but. nuiſt have wy compe- 
inſtrutted in the goneral:rules of 
living, in the ſubſtantial atid necef- 
parts of Religion. Thoſe thteo great 
branches of Duty which $. Paul teaches 
us wer ocn _ = aye ms the /;- 
on fly, Tr in the 
+75. ego +4 LI 4 of % 4 
ati obligation, that no. man who hath 
come'to the uſe of Reaſon, eſpecially in 
a Chriſtian Common-wealth, can be i 
rant that it is his duty to live ſo. Sup. 
we then a man competently mſtru- 
Qed in the general rales of gone living, 
whether b "the Law of Meters written 


* in his mind or conſcience, as was the caſe 


of the better ſort of Heathens, or by the 
G Law 
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ſatisfaction i in the dofrine of the Goſpe 
he -muſt- awe hve up -to thoſe 
rmciples he is ynſtructed in, re- 
intraiſoas, ſubmthitobedientlyto what- 
ſoever elle, 'upon his farther enquiry, he 
ſhaltfindto Doki duty... Such a man thus 
prepared--by doing his \duty, and. thus 
reſolved to do the will of God, as far as 
it ſhall: be made known to him, 'fuch a 
. ones the perſon/to whom this. promiſe | 
of our Savior doth belong.,1f any manwill 
do his will he ſhall know ofeke dodrine, whe- 
ther it be of God,or whether Iſpeak ofmy ſelf. 
- Tproceed to the ſecond ay rOPOUN- 
ded, to ſhew the certainty 0 ts-to 
thoſe that ſeek for knowledge-with 'this 
preparation 5 and there it /will not be 
amiſs to conſider briefly 1n what ſenſe 
this promiſe 15 to+be/underſtood,; before 
we 
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tt Ba karro lr erbe 
þ nw ome {o initverſal go 
1, who was ſincerely — to obey. 

d, ſhall fall into any kind of errours in 
ers of Religion, For thi is contras 


by conſtant-experience of all 
Ages: pore g to 


to ſuppoſe, that among mo of the ditſen- 
ting parties 'in Religion,” who maintain . 
great: controverlies with one another, 
there ſhould not be-ſome- truly 
devout and fincere on both'{ides: We are 
not therefore to ſuppoſe thatalman truly” 
religious ſhall not err atall; but that he 
ſhall not be led-into ſuch -ertors: as are 
_ dangerous to; orinconſiſtent with his fal- 
vation. And imdeed- the:'promife in' this 
place isnot fet down inſo general terms, 
as that they (hould ſeem to require «any 
largerinterpretation-than this Iam ipeak- 
ing of; If any. man will do his' will, ſaith 
our Saviour, he ſhall know of ine dofrine, 
Lnow deliver to you; whether it be of Go a, 
or whether 1 ſpeak, of my ſelf. "Which can- 
not reaſonably be extended beyond thefe 
two things: 
1. He ſhall receive ſatisfaction con» 
G 2 cert» 


—_ ce um of Cutan Religion 
| it's a.dodrine -tnily 


vineand he ,avdar he auch Be 
it came from £ delivered his 
A Y #; Cat's 

"+71 He tht wild the will of Gd hall 
taldetendbovrkach are indi ly ne» 
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of afincere- 
God, /and'v oerratuly be made god 
all, 0 RAE _ 
Preparation 3 thiswe uw Ar 
fon to beaffured of,whether we conſider: 
1. The: == influence that a reli- 
gious temper of mind hath upon the un- 
ding, tomake it fit for the rece- 

and afhaftance of 
always accom- 
ds cr man to guide him 
into al} truth which is neceffary for him. 
will begin with the former, and fhall 
endeavour. to ſhew, that the eof 
religious Duties hath a natural efficacy 
upon the mind, to clear its diſcerning fa- 
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wil ai or 
t9' theſe are the ondly. cauſes of dange- 


rous and damnable bebop 
ſhall particularly infit on; afe theſe : 
2 —_ bY. mind without" pre . 
24; 2. Pureyoſteart and affections. 
log SwMey:”. 
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26, In Geddes nw Corded it 
-appear , that the\ 


5. Prayer'to 


preſtimed i 


practiſe them if he ſeek for» knowledge 
with that preparation I have been fpeak- 


ing of, 


Theſe are all Dutics of a fldrural 6b- | 
, and therefore he that comes to 
examin the truth of the Goſpel cannot he 


rant of, hor unwilli 


1.He that examines the dofrine of the 
Goſpel with this intention, to fatisfte his 
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with him no precanceived.oqpinian, which 
he will not: be ready $0 lay: alide upon 
ſofficient evidence to the' contrary 3 he 
will not endeavour to diſtort, and welt 
the plain words of Scripture to that ſenſe 
. of things which he formerly, had; but 

« will "readily yield up- all; his- farmer no- 
tions to-the. agthority of divine revela- 


by tion. That we arenaturally obliged to 


this ſimplicity of judgment in all enquiries 
after truth, is. evident ; becauſe in- all 
manner of diſputes, this is. one of the 
firſt things we challenge, from our Ad- 
verſary,as our undoubted right, that he 
would hear what we have ta ſay, without 
prejudice; and therefore we alfo ought ta 
| bring 
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colneriptions » we hbvehad —————_ tt 
ligious)qmatters. Same: things! there&/are 
in Religion: of ſo/;great | certainty, 4ahd 
evidenge that though an, Angel frotu 
Heaven:ſhould :teach-us; otherwile;: ye 
ought gt to xecgive. chim+-+ Such: are 
__ preconceptions: we have congern- 

ngthe Being and: Attributes at God, that 


| he: ismoſt wiſe, juſt, powerful, faithful, 
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andayiſtake, it isvertainly ſrenonnn 
table and-reafonable:thing-in the World 
that when we cbtie/to Xn ifer 
ratty'werefolve/with our ſelves always 
tolubmit to cleartevidence, though 'we 
have'been otherwiſe: perſuaded: Now 
that. the want of 'this: temper is a-ve 
pred hindrance both to the receiving the 
Goſpel, 
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ould« not rn for thei 


eir 10 ed 'Meſlins was pet 
nant Air Prince; and ro have ap- 
peared/twith worldly pomp and' 'ſplen- 
dor; a4ndthat he ſhoald*have delivered 
them from the Roman Yoke, and have 
in * Fervſalem." "And 
therefore when they faw Him appear in 
ſoniean-and” deſpicable a condition, not 
all the 'demonſtrations -of a divine au- 


 thoriryaccompanyitighim inal hismigh- 


ty work, not "the Sreateſt wiſdom with 
which he ſpake, notthe moſt divineand 


excellent . precepts: he'gave,, not all the 


prediQtionsof their Prophets fulfilled by 


him, not any of theſethihgs, though they 
were in themſelves as great evidence as 


fhey could bave required, yet none of 
them 
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Frophoy in.as hin words 
y,/\It is expreſly-faid "a 
_ that ſhould-be gi- 
Yeh. ohne las, was to be conſequent 
upon-his ſufferings, .as.a reward of them. 
And the Jews- themſelves .have . been: ſo 
fare ſenſible of 'the ,force.of: thoſe:predi- 
to prove that the Meſlias ſhould 
For er,.that to ſalve thoſe prophecies they 
invented a Fable »CONcerning--a,two-told 
Meſltas;; one- of which was to ſuffer for 
them, .and the other. to-redeem them, and 
to, reign gloriouſly; over them. —_ 
y 


the Prophet TJaiah.ch.lijj. v.12, expre 
attributes. both: to the = : 


e perſon, ma- 


king the ſuffering of the Mellias the rea- 


ſon of the ng which God would after- 
yard .con 


r On him. Therefore will I di- 


vide 
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Ad winds ofrhe'Jews were, 

aftected': with the | love-, 

| d, andthe glor at it's; 
the in. the; days 


& n0- more of the Pro- 
— unke Rp this opinion, that 
was ſo. Giogdle;toghein taclinations,. and 
were uncapable of being convinced by 
the moſt powerful demonſtration-to the 
contrary, that, c@uld- pofhbly be given, 
Thus we fee how,great the-power of this 
one prejudice.was, to- hinder, 'the' Jews 
from receiving. the Goſpel at farlt. 
1; Nor as ho power w precononived 
tons and prejudices | $to, 
opin our-; underſtanding / the Goſpel, 
when we have received-it,. And of this 
IL might produce many inſtances in. the fe» 
renal diſſe enting Parties in Chriſtendom 
eyery Set having ſome peculiar. agd dar- 
ling Notion, -which they hold tenacioully 
againſt all-oppoſition 5 and 'to comply 
with which, -all-other do@rines mult be 


bowed and wreſted, as they can beſt cog 
trivg 


mee received; it bs 
ther of 

Qious opitiions inthe World: and 
isworlt of al, thakes thoſewho'b 


Mbarp vEcMGe! ſenſes, tho 
well qualified;rather thafi e Nin queſtion 
the” mfallible-decifion 'of their' Chnreh. 


Andthis the Papiſts plainly doin the do-. 


Qrine of Tratiſubſtantiation; which hath 
ſormany plairy abfurdities itn "it, and is fo 
dearly y cohtradiaed by ar ſeveral ſenſes 
that 'are- capable of judging ir that mat- 
ter, that there can” be no- other reaſon 
of their” obſtinate defending of at, bur 
that they cannot renounce the dodrine 
without quitting'their 'claimto/Infallibi- 
lity. © It is beſide my preſetit buſineſs" to 

confider upon whiat grounds they build 
that infallible power of their Church, in 
d&fermining matters of Faithz but yet: 
me- 
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| Itri , when they have rece - 
ved it, and tly how much this 
ſimplicity of mind doth contribute toour 
ſaeceſs in the enquiries we | make after 
--+2. The ſecond branch of duty, which 
doth highly conduce to ourreceiving th 
Goſpel, - and underſtanding 1; aright, ts 
purity -of heart ;, which conſiſts chiefly 
in the moderation of our ſenſtal appe- 
tites and pleafures. | He that mtends to 
do the will of God, muſtnat retain inhis 
boſom any luſt. or habitua} mclination, 
which be is not willing to forego, if he 
find it contradictory to his will , whota 
he reſolves to obey ; and for that reaſon 


mult have a conſtant watch over his oor 
| ſu 
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this' is one oF the ET crials-ofjou 
prudence and- reſolution-in.the 
ment of ourlives, to utiderſtand- 
bounds, how far we maylawfully —_ 
the lower faculties;-and-to'reſtthere:. for 
if our Reaſon, which ſhould prefide.qver 
them, once let go thereins, by which ſhe 
ſhould govern and reftrndy: them, they ea- 
fily get the maſtery, and are not to bere- 
duced to their juſt meaſures without.great 
difficulty and reluctancy. ' Now there. 
gulating theſe defires :F conceive to' be 
that which -our Saviour recommends to us 
$. Matt. v.'8: as a means to attajn'to the 
beatifical- viſion of: God ,- Bleſſed are the 
pure in heart, for they ſhall fon God: Which 
bleſiing, though it principally be under- 
| ſtood of the b iful- light or knowledge 
of God inthe: Kingdom of Heaven} *yet 
hath.it part of-its accompliſhment in this 
life 
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of life: and then furely, if . yi 
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AGF: this 


INtrar) bear deere thede- 
>the Underſtanding intheſe mar- 
| umes of Luſt and Interpe- | 
Trance ate'very pernicious to-our rational 
Je rr make men dull and of po-un- 
even inthe -ordinary affeirs 


men unfit for worldly buſineſs, t 
render them-infinitely moreuncapableof 

enquiries.  A' man; who's Jed 
captive by his jmpure-defires, will not 
ealily be brought tofpend'fo much time 
toenquire ſeriouſly into- the nature of 
Religion, as 1s neceſlary for his ſatisfa- 
ion; he 1s afraid he ſhould be convin- 
ced of ſomething that would ruffle ind 
diſcompoſe his thoughts, awaken his con- 


fcience, and' put acheck to his Carreet of 


pleaſure; and therefore., while he _ 
preterices to defer his enquiry, he 


- will. Butthen fuppoſe aman of this tem- 


per ſhould-for once undertake to peruſe 
the Goſpel, yet being prepofleſſed with 
the love of theſe ſenſual -delights, - 
woul 


| $S'E &'M -N: I 


1s CETtAan, 


he Goſpel gives, nor. of the xewards it 
promiſes, they being, of a more refined 
and ſpiritual nature, and of akind {o valt- 
ly different from what he s moſt deligh- 
ted with. So$. Ped tells us\xCor.j.14- 
' The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are: faokiſhneſs to 
þ: 6p neither 4 I know t - 4 2 eng 
ey are ſpiritually diſcerned,” To this pu- 
rity of heaxtT have been ſpeaking of, may 
be reduced a penerous contempt; of the 
World, a freedom from all covetous and 
ambitious' defires; for he that hath his 
heart ſet upon riches, or upon the pomps 
and r—_ of-the World, 18 -N 
capacity of receiving or underſtand- 
—_ Golpel, Theſe two Vices, Co- 
vetouſheſs and Ambition, have even 
from the Apoſtles times been noted for 
the great cauſes of Infidelity and Hereve. 
The love of Money was that, which 
made the young man in our Saviours 
time go away ſorrowful ; becauſc = 
could 
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bow!'hajd ittlis/ tor eonvince; ny: 

of what is:contrary/twhis intereſt oriam< 
bitious> defiresz .andtherefore::we:can-' 
not butuhderſtand,! that thisdut of 1 pus: 
ritp of hedrt, which ednſiſts in regalimnyg; 
our worldly and ſenſuali atfe&ions,;highly: 
eonduces to the. underſtanding and-em- 
bracing ' the. Goſpel 3:+ becauſe it . takes 
away thoſe dangerous cauſes. of Errour 
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heres things belong 


lairir iy as;othier things! of the 
mportatice 'are;. he will (atisfre- 
that God was able to bave:int 
to. the World as: far av: | he 
t cotvenients/and therefore where 
athi\not; uſed this plainels, he thinks 
'is'4 ſufficient cheek to his-earioſity,; and 
that he ought/nor to peg mon. FF 
ding to-thatiof Mijer, Deat.xxix.29. :The 
unto: the Lord our God; 
but thoſe things whith are revealed, helews 


wnto ws andtoonur children for 'ever. 


/3- An humble man isnaturally apt to 
Jratn; he iswilling tobe inſtrufed,he will 
believe that fome other metimay 

have better abilities to'underfrand and 
ge of trth than himſals;” eſpeciallyhe 
wall have a great deference and regard to 
his fptrituat-Gurdes, whoare fer over hint 


for his bs infivition in the way'of righteouſs 
Hz mis: 
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commtioned ;b 
har-promiſe.of * eSpi 
ble: them-in Ne hag of their holy 
Office; and: therefore meek they -ought 
tobe; attended to with ſuckreyerence,. as 
isdue to the Ambaſſadors'of God, tothe 
anterpreters| of his mind and will. .Not 
that. the: truly; humble man'is bound to 
yield a blind": aſſent to whateverhe bears 
Lounge pr a' Pulpit, - or thathe is pre- 
ſently to renounce his ownreaſoh and'un- 
derſtanding, whenever-it is.contradiced 
by his immediate «Paſtor. ' No, we'do 
noticlaim this dominion''over the reaſon 


_ and conſciences of our brethren. Wedo 


not require an abſolute-aſſent-to-all ,we 
fay :. onely thus: muck /'an;hurhble man 
wall andought-to:think his'duty, not.to 
oppole every private ſcruple-of. hisown, 
to the received dodtrine'of.the-Church 
in which heives; much leſs to ſeparate 
from 'it without manifeſt +/and.' plain 
grounds, He. ought rather to diſtruſt his 
own private judgment, whenit ſtands in 
competition with the publick ſenſeof the 
Church; and to uſe all te diligence 
for further information,beforche! be poſi- 
tive-in his opinton. He: ought 'to apply 

him- 
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of his perſua- 
diligence 


be unlawful. Now he that proceds with 
this humility and deliberation in the exa- 

' mination of thoſe docrines of the Chureh 
which ſeem doubrful to him. This hum- 
ble temper will. either lead him to the . 
means of ſatisfaction from the inſtruftion 
of' his Superiours, or at leaſt-will ſecure 
bim from the danger and malignity of his 
Errour. For fimple Errour-1s not dan-_ 
gerous initſelf, unleſs it ariſe from a cub 
pable cauſe z or unleſs it lead to fin or 
diſobedience. And this an humble man 
will hardly he tempted to for the ſake of 
any private Opinion. 

"4. An. humble aud modeſt man will 
H 3 be 
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_ And indeed the want of this temper 
af mind | may ' juſtly be -acequnted the 
— "gy Principle of Atheiſm and Ir- 
do uters there are.. in 


Wie and Parts, to be able todefend a Pa- 
Ayr: and to ftand Mets againſt 
oppo ition., Theſe men - {eek not 
ruth, but. Vicory and do. pet Sormek 
endeavour. to. ſatigfie themſelves, as-to 
amuſe 'others > and therefore: as long 2s 
they are able to raiſe an Obje&ion which 
they think theix Adverſary. eannot  an- 
| {wer, they take it for granted that it is 
' ynanſwerable ; and think that a ſufficient 
reaſon tp..deny the force of all xpaog 
, Arguments whatſoever: Now this pe 
verſe and conceited way of” dinong 
renders men very unfit .tq enquire after 
truthin any kind of Science, but eſpecial- 
ly in Religion : for the. dadrine of =_ 
Goſpel is not capable gfſuch proofs, bue 
that a perverſe and unteachable. out 
may find ſome _ of evahions, .tq a . 
| the 


ould, who think it an Argument of 
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* | the forecoftheinjarid may raiſe ſomekind = 
© | mightbave been otherwiſe than they are 
© | there, repreſented. The: evidence: of 


2riftian Religionin theſe days doth-in 
great meaſure depend upon the-hiſtori- 
Md bis Apoſtles in confirmation of rhe 
dofrine they taught 3; and-the truth of 
thoſe things is atteſted, by” as (credible - 
witne as any matter of tact ever was; 
and matters of fa& are not capableiof any 
"other or better prooSthan the: teſtimony 
_ofthoſe who were eye-witnelies of them. 
Burt yet ſtill a man+that were” perverſc 
and obſtinate might ſay, that the evidence 
of ſenſe 'is more; convincing than that of 
witneſſes. That ſecing 1s believing 3 and 
if T could fee ſome of thoſe ſigns and 
wonders wrought now, which are repor- 
ted to have been done in our Savioyrs 
time, I would believe. Burt as for theſe 
Hiſtorical narrations, if either” the Au- 
thors of them ' were themſelves decei- 
ved, or did intend: to deceive or delude 
poſterity, neither of which 1s abſolutely 
mpoſlible; if either of theſethings ſhould 
have been, thoſe relations are noevidence 
H 4 at 
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be the'abſurdeſt thing inthe w 
if any man' will be wo perverſyinel | 
fo of the'-Apoſtles! and firſt Chriſtians, 
what further: Argument / can; be uſed ro 
convince him > For what further: evi- 
dence'canwe of any. mans'ſince- 
rity itwhiche faich;thanthat he will lay 
dowr his life to'atteſt it; as' they: did ? 
And then' for: their knowledge in theſe 
things, we'may wellappeal tothe. divine 
wiſdom;wherewiththeyfpake and wrote, 
that ſach men could not be deceived in 
the plaineſt matters. Yet ſtill the-reſti- 
mony'of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians 
1s not {o great evidence, as that of ſenſe; 
thoughitbe as great as the nature of the 
thing is 'capable of. And 'therefore'a 


man that is reſolved to'yield to nothin ng | 


bur ſenſible demonſtration, muſt I 
to go away unſatisfied, as to the t 
the Goſj bd becauſoit 15 not now Sable 


ſh this 
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with'that rational evidence we have. for 
the trurh"of the Goſpel, would not- be 
convinced, though they ſaw a miracle. 
For our Saviour hath-plainly told us in a 
like caſe, If they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets," neither will: they believe though 


one ariſe' unto-them from the dead. Fhe 


Eaw of Moſer was at' firſt confirmed-to 
the Jews by miracles, butafterwards they 
were to be content with the teſtimony 
of their Fathers concerning/it, and thoſe 
who would not believe'the. dodrine of 
Moſes upon that evidence, according to 
our Saviours judgment, would not- be 
convinced by the eſt miracle, even 
the reſurre&ion of one from-the dead. 
The caſe 1s' now the ſame with us, as it 
was with the: Jews in: our Saviours time. 
At the firſt! promulgation of the Goſpel, 

L7G x 


> UF wYY 
: LS 
= 42 
l . by 
. * « 7 
\ 
* -w .- 
£x , 
= p} " 
» 4 . 
*" 1 
% 
4 


cdiſputers, whotare not content = 


* 496 IB Kb QcN5 
; it. was contirmed.fxom Heaven! by 


luck 
E we mighty works, 
thoalnighty-ptywer of Got, actelling 


is 
and 


poſed on by any Hiſtorical: Narrations, 
though never fo well atteſted; 'but im the 
end they will find how far thisperverſe 
and arrogant humour falls: ſhort of true 
wiſdom: -when/forthe-ſake-of that th 

reject the divine and heavenly dodrine, 


which 
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d, is able to-fave-their ſouls. + By 


_ and how. 


ad. 


Sat 
divine knowkedge, is calmneſs 

apd moderation of paſſions. A 
comes to enquire after truth, 
with him a q _ fla ue iemper; Ws 
muſt be 

canbelad nb fey and by 1 ſhawn 


ge bi ſhon on either part, till he 


Ge palipmnncethen very alu be 
are very be- 
he ry us; when they te our 
vigour.in the proſecution of things that 
are yertugus and praiſe-werthy, and . 
when they cncourage us to make a bold 
refiſtance againſt- all things that ate wic# 
ked and unworthy of us; but nk 
we may be afjured that our 

duely exerciſed, it /is neceffary Nhat one 


Saba ſhonld have firſt throughly con- 
fidered of the matter, and xm Its 


pars] ſemtenee, before we ſuffer our 
paſhons 


1g A 


we have afanfie for, and 'to reje&t with 
diſdain rhe Rrongeſt reaſonings,” when 


they” are oppoſed to what we defire 
ſhould be true. - Men do-not- then” fin- 
cerely ſeek. for truth, but endeavour 'to 
prove that true 'which they have a mind 
to; andthough they happen to be miſta- 
ken, they will not then” endure to'be 
better informed; and are impatient of'any 
contradiQion. And this ' 1s accounted 
one great reaſon , why among ſo many 
Writers of Controverſie ſo few have ever 
changed the opinions they at frſt main- 
tained, or have yielded: the cauſe, when 
they have been Girly and fully anſwered: 
Alas! it is hard for them to renounce 
thoſe beloved: notions: which -had been 
impreſſed on their minds in their younger 
years, and they had rather take hold'of 
any ſhift or evaſion, then' grant they had 
been in an errour. But if they find their 
own reaſon begin to waver,-being in part 
convinced by the force 'of contrary = 
ons, 
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| | whichis aboiſterous, Katy ay and 
diſorders all the powers ofthe [reaſonable 


ſoul; and_ makes. them: wholly unfit for 
aty impreſſions oh: truth. Amatthe 19 
aogry. and; 1rppatient, will-not allow” his 
Adverſary. leave to ſpeak out my an ar- 
gument;, but; preſently he..js provoked, 
and-then he is not able to:make a reaſo- 
curry though he ſhould have the 
on his fide, he doth: nat-then con-_ 
er-what is moſt fit and proper to be 


faid, 
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thoughts 

to givetheleaſt jm ear 

ro endeavour to propagate or detend/ax 
part of his dofrine by:'reproachful -ad 
contumelious ulagervt _ perſons they 
contend with. SureTam, his own;exams 


ple was infinitely different Soak whab 


men pradwein theſe days. Our Saviour 
had- certainly.more clear right on hadide, 
than any: man can now.pretend//to; but 
was —— with thegreateſt count 
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ofiqur zealous Diſputants.. 
days:i:$. Jude: tells: us that! 
Deel; be 


? 


idular,che that would learn,” pil 
ling to:;be- contradicted , andrhear. with 
patiance: What may be ſaid, be it-never fo 
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oppoſite to his former notions, or to lis + 


he that would inſtrut"and” Abc. 


others] muſt do it alſo with calmneſs of 
ſpirit, confuting errour ith all the clear- 
neſs and perſpicuity he is'able; but ſpa- 
ring the perſons he endeayours'to reform. 
For if by-reproach arid contumely he pro- 
voke their paſſion, whom he ſhould in- 
—_ a m__ os —_— all ' hig 
reaſoni iſcom thoſe faculties 
which (ould ;adge of %, 4 
+ $. The fifth point of duty whichTpros 
poſed to ſpeak of, as having great in- 
fluence upon ovir underſtanding and re- 
ceiving the Goſpel, 1s Prayer to God. 
'This is 4 duty of natural obligation, as 
may appear by the many precepts of an- 
cient Plyloſophers concerning it, Pythg- 
gorgs in particular adviſes to undertake 
no work, to endeayour nothing without 
imploring the divine affiſtance. "AA #p* 
awe rp! Vroiny mba. Tho. 
his he ſubjoins to many other precepts 
of Vertue, as the complement and perte- 
ion of ther, And ſbrely if the implo- 
ring the divine affiſtance is neceſlary in 
all our concerns, it is principally to be 
| regarded 
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wes marr ſearch Fa divine Toub, 
Fo, to! ſhoud weſeck forknoy 
but qe" whois the Fountain of Troth. 
__ hrnr4-c hts, from whom every 
$97 oF Finer. And the 

Philoſopher 1mmedia Fly. after his 
precepts of Vertue, and his ireQion to 
pray.toGod to bleſs and perfect our en- 
deayours, he adds this, as the firſt and 
principal” benefit that would redound to 
us thereby, that we ſhould by ſa doing 
gain the knowledge both of, The divine 
and humane MR Which is not mach 
different” -from what I have hitherto \en- 
deavoured to. prove, viz. that\the pra- 
aice of Vertue hath in it ſelf a natural ef- 
ficacy to clear the underſtanding, and 
make it capable of divine know edge; 
and ſurely if Philoſophers by the force of 
natural principles, underſtood the ne- 
ceflity we had of thedivine affiſtance in 
all ourendeavours, and that Prayer was 
the means by which it was to be ſought, 


we who have received better means of 


igſtrucion than they had, cannot be igno- 
rant of this point. of duty : eſpecially 
the doctrine of the Goſpel being ſo full 
of precepts of this kind, requiring us to 
pray to God in all qur exigencies, _ 
aſſu- 
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e ſhall our 


m7 more nary togur- preſent 
WT ects us 'to make our haimble 
iddrofies to Cod in order tothe attainy 
5s of divine 76 ©. | James i, 5. 
any of you lack wiſdow, let bime ack of Gad; 
wn -g7veth to all men lenteouſly. Sh 
braideth not, and it ſhall be given him,  --: 
I have thus far infiſted on ſoate parti- 


cular duties, each of which ſingly con 


dered, hath a very great efficacy. to enable 
us to underſtand thoſe truths'which are 
revealed in the Gaſpel z and to niake us 
capable of ſatisfaQion concerning them, 


From whence the inference will be ealie 


and obvious, that if the practice of each of 
theſe be very uſeful, and beneficial tous 


in our ſearch after knowledge 3 then 


ſurely where thefe are all united, they 
cannot ordinarily fail of their deſired 
effect. But yetwe are to conſider fur- 
ther, T hat the condition which our Sa- 
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viour he require, is not compleaed i 
ons xe of ar r duries 
OVEs "n EG an univerſal 
3bedience to the Will of 


y kriown to us, 
.,and "reſdlution\to- "obey him 
KO fans rhe * Goel, 
C of the we 

| 1 be pt rarer And a man 
thus qualified,  beſides' the natural eff: 
Cacy of Vertue to' make him fit for re- 
© _ceivitig\ the Goſpel, hath moreover a 
- peculiar-promiſe of the divine bleffin 
and affiſtance'to-enlighten his: mind, an 

to to gies. him mto all -neceſffary truth. 

this is'the ſecond account upon 
' - Which we may be aſſured of the truth of 
our Saviours propoſition, If any man will 

do his will, he ſhall know of the dodrine, 
- whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of 

ay ſelf. 

God, who would have all men to be 
ſaved, and to. come to the knowledge of 
the truth , wul not be wanting to any, 
who ſeek for truth with a ſincere reſolu- 

' tion to ſubmit to it : eſpecially to thoſe 
who have already exerciſed themſelves 

-m doing his will according. to their 
knowledge, he will not fail to _— 

ſuc 
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dents; Mat.xxv.29. mane. that 

ror "ri mie ho carr 
the hath, to 

| have ahnndarice. Ev who ſin- 


OY Py mrs ge rn 
for himz and of; this, we haye/, a great 
example, itt; Cornelius..the; good 
rin , 7 10-; whoſe s 'and 

| More, while he, was a ſtranger to Chriſts - 
Religion, were ſo faraccepted, by God, 
that he. was /pleaſed - miraculoullyto di- 
re& bim-to Peter. for further inſtruion 
what-he ought todo, .. 

Now although. we are not to expedt ' 
that all ſincere Enquirers. after-.Truth 
ſhall be thus via ouſly inſtructed, as _ 
Cornelizs was; yet. God hath given us 
abundant aſſurance, that no ſuch perſon 
|. | ſhall miſcarry for. want of, neceſſary 
knowledge. For to this end God hath 

ven his Holy Spirit, to continue with 
po Church to the end of the World, tq 
guide it into all neceſiary truth, and tg 
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lraſnre 16 them that fear hin 
NN ripe og a dion his mercy + and 
| mop ren give thar God will con- 


#4 Which 1:concerve cannot be un. 
defftobd"Hi'any' other! fenſe;, than that 
if ! yery teaririteroourſe between 
God. men, that 'God is alway; 
| T cm pe et hin 
everithey call v :Fot W. 
99. 197 nee Th he wilfheep Rory) 
and try Father will" [loud yr iggs Sa we wil 
come unto bim , and "make OÞur abods with 
""Atrd” then ſafely ble with 
_e ſence of Tack'a-Geeſt; they eafitot 
- medſare of knowledge iriithe 

oh 750f G69) that is neceſfary for thern, 
o'conchude then, What remains flow, 
but if-we defire kriowhed, 6-apd Tadvfa- 
ftion in the Religion wep# that we 
wpply our ſelves to feek 'it in this way 
our Sayiour hath preſcribed,” OIL, 

bich Rincere' reſolutions ahd endeavours 
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todothe will -of God according to our 
knowledge. Thisisthe onely way where- 
'by true knowledge is to be obtained, he 
that ſeeks in this way ſhall not miſcarry. 
For 3f any man will do his will, he ſhall know 
of the doFrine, whether it be of God, or whe- 
ther I ſpeak, of my ſelf. 
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paſſed with ſo great acloud of = 


Wherefore oy we alſo are com- 


- witneſſes, let us lay afude every 
' Weight, and the ſm which doth 
fo eaſily beſet us, \ and let us 
run withpatience therace that 

\ ſet before. Ne. 
N the former Chapter of this Epiſtle | 


the Apoſtlegrives us a large account 
- of the afflictions and” ſutfermgs of 


| thoſe Patriarchs and Prophets, and 
other holy men , who lived before the 
coming of our Saviour 3 and-the words 
way now read are an inference from 
ther cxample, that we alſohaving before 
T6 3:+ Our 
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our eyes the glorious things which the 
did anduffered; and calling tomind wal 


migh che of their Faith 
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1n ans + wa 


| afflitions, way from Long be.excited Ks 
, + alike vigour. and 


in. our Chri- 
ſtian profeſſion. . So that the wordscon- 
tain. theſs two ;things-worthy our conſi- 
deration : An OED the beuſon 


of jt. ..-;.. o\ 1\W\ 
1a mat tancg; Les bales 
Let lap aids every weighty and =, 
2 7 ' ,\and let 


\\; ts of che Exhockadorin theſe 


words : "Sy "64, 
Seeing we are compaſſed Shout with ſo 
greet a cloud of 990... 


hn] zitt 1o 7 J 1911 0 
I ſhall-begin withrhe Exbortarion. | | 
- There/isinothing (more 'ufual in holy 


x Scriprure; th&1 ro repreſent the dury of 


a''Chriftian under -the ſimitittide of fich 
_— imployments, as catry with them 

the: greatefi difficulties, and requirgthe 
moſt exact cateand vigilance thoſe'ho 
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amdettakethem. : Sometimes weare com- 


to Soldiers, who: muſt:be always 


Jers. and Pilgrims, who-have a lovg and 
hazardous-journey/ ro-make : ſometimes 
tothole whio:ſlites for dnſbriched in pub- 
lick Games)! Now theſe ſeveral ſorts of 


ploymagpss all preluppoſe theſe: Iwo 


SINE. 
- T4 That thoſe *boandertekerhemido 
propoſe: to themſelves. fome: great' arid 


.confiderabje-end;, lome. reward of their 
| labours.' 1.116 i 


2. That there are great difficulties to 


be paſſed through, great induſtry, and 


care, and watchfulneſs tO be uled for: the 


attaingerivot 1 it 


\-\ The eaſe: rwnot unlike wnour Chriſtian 
Profeftion. We have a glorious prize of 
our high Calling fer before us; we have 
@n exceeding great reward, 2 Crown of 


Slory laid” up* for: us, which God- the 


Highteous - Judge and- juſt Rewarder:of 
' thoſe that diligently. fork hm, wilb not 


fail to beſtow ' on ſuch asgyercome: "But 
then we mult not expecthis Reward and 
Crown upon any other condition, than 
that we 


Ee ourſelves as men who 
fraye fought the good fight of Faith fans 
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and couragiouſly ; whohaveſtrove 
Þ bw rar tothe end. The 
- -fimilitude mm Poa 
thoſe Trials of Skill, thoſe 5 « Exer- 
'ciſes. which were uſed in the-Olympick 
-Games. Now for thoſe — run 1n a 
JRace, ' there are three" t _neceſ- 
ſar 20 bedone, if they Hope to gain the 
victory: in proportign to which the 

whole duty of a Chriſtian is expreſled in 

this Exhortation. 
;3TL! They muſt free themſelves from all 
unneceſſary burdens, from all their looſe 
'< -which' may clog. or _—_— 
=_ Fansry apc lay away 
| every weight. 
-_ 2. They muſt be aQtive and vigorous 
in the courſe; they muſt r#» the race ſet 
0 17 uſt their vi 
| m continue 

ok tothe endof the race, vigour 
I conceive to be meant by. ring with 
patience, that is, with perſeverance and 


continuance -in well-d Now it is 
eaſie to apply theſe ſev circumſtances 
toour Chriſtian duty, and I ſhall conſider 
each of them. 

x, It is eafie to under . that what 


, by lay- 


is here metaphorically exp 
is ing 
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a ht, is the ſame with 
bo ing ofie cory weight, teaches'vs in lain 
terms, and callsthe denying. all ang P 


"arid worldly Iyfts, and what our Saviour - 
means by denying our ſelves. The riches, 


honours, and pleaſures of the World, and 


the love TED $.Fobn calls the 
luſt of the f 'the eye, and the 
pride of Tas ole tly compared to 
ſo many clogs and weights that preſs 


down the ſoul, and are apt to make it 
dull ard unaQtive, and Uivert it fromthe 
ways of holineſs ? and the laying afide 
* theſe incumbrances, the fr our minds 
from theſe affetions and deſires, and. 
from the love of all things elſe whatſbe- 
ver ; nay, of ourhfe it ſelf when it ſtands 
in competition with our duty, is ſo ne- 
| Fray a preparation for our running the 
Tace ſet before us, that without ſo one 
weare not capable of being Chriſts D 
Diſeyle Mat. xv3.24. Jejus oy unto hjs 
les, if any man will tome after me, let 
oo eny himſelf, and take up Ts croſs, ny 
follow me. S.Mat. x.38. He that taketh not 
his croſs, and followeth after me, is not wor- 
thy of me. Now that the renouncing and 
forſaking our carnal hufts and defires 1s 


moſt generally to be underſtbod by ta- 


king 
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king up the croſs, and hd We 
prone gg ger 
It 18 made 4 NECEUary - QUaIIICATION ON A 
that will be, Chriſts Diſciples; not onely 
| thoſe /who ſuffer | perſecutions, | but-all 
that will be Chriſtians maſt/in their pro- 
portion deny themſelves, andtake up the 
 Craſs;: Thefeand the like exprefionsare 
univerſal , nat limited to  any/ time or 
place, or other circumſtances, but equal- 
y belong to-all Chriſtians, Lake x1v.26, 
if 


any man come tome, and hat not his fa- 
ther, and mother, and wiſe, and children, 
and brethren, aud (iſter, yea and his own life 
alſa, cannot be my Diſciple : and whoſoever 
doth not bear bis croſs, and follow me, can- 
' mot be my Diſciple. Now the hating theſe 
things in 'the Jiteral ſenſe can then onely } #! 
be our duty, when the loveof them 1s le 
inconſiſtent with 'our profeſiion of Chri- th 
ſtianity ; -for hemeth they ought to be pl 
moſt dear to us: bur this is a caſe which Þ} *9 
very ſeldom happens. The taking up the || © 
Crofs. therefore, and denying our felves be, 
which is required of all- Chriftians, muſt 
be interpreted of laying afide our irre- of 
gular lafts and defires : which is agreea- W] 
bleto this interpretation, called crucif5- 
wng the fleſh with its affeitions and lujis ; 
| All 
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d [1s expreſſed. in the L rdr' 


ht : na pai 
not =_ a, N onbe 
no difficult tas — 


/y; our ſelves, and taking up = 
| rols, "mg 


bande d _ be ding 
we have de n, may be a grea« 
ter trial of our obedience od ove to 
God, and our defire to pleaſe him 

even the laying down our lives ay re the 
teſtimony of the truth of the Goſpel. 
Many men can be prodigal of life, and 
die with great bravery and” reſolutions 
when they would think it a very hard 
and laborious imployment to endure the 
ſeverities of mortificatior! ; and to wean 
themſclves from ſome long accuſtomed 
pleaſure/and- temptation, But to return 
to the buſineſs in hand, Left #4 lay aſide 
every weight, and the ſir: which doth /o eaſily 
beſet #9. 

'; ſhall not pretend to give a Catalogue 
of thoſe particular lutts and defires, 
which. by the force of this Exhortation 
weare to forſake and lay afide. The va- 
riety of them is infinite, according to the 


ſeveral 


17 EEES in thicaffair 2 
; verſal and artial:/'that according to 
our knowledge” and ability -we lay afide 


every weight. np gen "that we ff y 


abſtain from this or that particular habir 
of fin; ifatthe fame timewewilfully 1n- 
du ſelves in others. / Though a 
an be able toſay-with the Phariſce, and 
to ſay wy, that he ' is not =» ann joner, 
"4 4% adulterer, nor as this a at Par- 
_ r-manzwhom he 5% obſerve. in his | 
bourhood that is worſe than 'him- 

we yet all this while he may cheriſh in 
his boſom other darling Juſts, and habi- 

' tal pratices, which may exclude hit 
from the kingdom of Heaven, notwith- 
ſtanding his caution and abſtinence in 
other things. For alas! a man may ab- 
ſtain from many: kinds of temptation 
which others are betrayed by,” and yet 
F 9c of no great vertuein ſo doing; 
or not onely Vertue and Vice, but even 
ſeveral Yices themlſclves-axe at enmity 
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de ply"theſe 

er. proceed not- from 

1 my ry [of obedience, or love 
to'God; they are-no part of that duty 4 
a || and allegiance we'owe him; nor willthey | 4 
4 || be: accepted by him nay cettainly' he on 


\ 


that- abſtains from ſome .kinds of Vice 


{much a 


2 EO | $a | 

-- || onelyro indulge himſelf in the contrary 
s || extream, is {ofar from laying afide thote/ 
- [| weights:which hinder hias in his Chris 


ſtan courſe; that he rather loads/himſelf 
- || the heavier, -andis/ {till more unfit for fo | 
n || greatan undertaking 3 and indeed fo ne- 
- [clary itis, that we ſhould be 1mpartial 
n Win\this affair;”that we ſhould lay afide 
= ſevery weight; that unleſs-our diligence 
n fextend thus far; any fingle habit of 'evit 
© that we indulge our felyesin, is ſufficient 
to: defeat us: of our; victory, ahd'to be- 
reave'us of our Crown' and Friumph : 
becauſe in Gods account he/who iy 44-4 | 
13 K aſs: 
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Leh 
ridge Fn: p Jy or ond 
wit adultery, ſaid ſo donot kill; and cer 
tainly he whoypicks-and chooſes the fins 
4 bervill facbeat, and what not, is deter- 
mined in his: choicenotiby any reſpedt he 
bears to the-will of God, fan by bis awn 
temper.and inclination. | For if he ab- 
ftainedifrom any one fin -out of pure obe- 
- . dience tothe Will of God, ; becauſe God 
did fotbidit, this reaſah; would equally 
hold. againſt | all kind; of 'tranſ grefſion, 
band 1 they are: all Soables 4n the 


fight. of God: nor could we have a rea- 
ſon .to. forbear one more than others. 
Again further, unleſs our care in this bu- 
| fines be univerſal and impartial, to. la 
alide every weight, to free our urs 
ny; dll” afteftions and defires that may 
hinder 
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| cept; no leſs. "This ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with' ell. thy bears, 
and with all thy ſoul, arid with all thy mind, 
ad with all thy fireygth, But this cannot 
be done, mhc:7/ cheriſh - pa jer an 
any inordinate deſire, any luſt, or 
which claims ati eerelt Jn our affetions, 
a ſhare; in our ſervice, Mat. v4 -_ 
\ wan can two maſters: for either he wi 
* wy 6 the ting or elſe bt 
"1 Uni hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other : 
we cannot ſerve God and Manmon. What 
is. there particularly ſaid of the love of 
riches, 1s as true of any other habitual 
aciination toe<vil which we indulge our 
Wi Glyvesin, If we cannot ſerve God and 
a} [Mamenon, neither can we ſerve God and 
"Four Luſts,, we cannot ſerve God and our 
2 F Ambition, we cannot ferve God and the 
Ir} Devil. Kk2 2. Be- 
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particularly br bp & no out |- ſelves 
againſt thoſe remptatins, to 1aF" afide 

- *thoſeluſts/ to which''we perceive: our 
ſelves by nature, or euſtor molt incliied. 
'This'T conceive 1 is re. here by the 


ſin which Aoth ſo eaſily beſet-s Every mar 
who gives'bimſelf ths leiſtite. to examine 
his own heart impartially; will Hnd thar 
ſome temptations have/a'preat deal more 
ealie acceſs to him than'others : 'and our 
great adverſary'the Devil is very diligent 
7 and watchful 'to ſer/ before us' ſich ob- La 
Ss, and Jay fach ſnares mm" our way, Ty 

hich are wal likely to prevail upon us. 

The fins we are natura Wy ly inclined to oft- 
times creep upon-us infentibly , and» get I \... 
poſſeſſion of our hearts before we are a 
welt aware of them. - Sometimes/they ho 
diſguiſe themſelves under the pretence w A 
Piety and' ſeeming” holineſs, and agreat N 
;zea] againſt the cantrary/extreatn, SOme- (al: 
times'they plead Nature and Cuſtom for F 
'their continuance, that theſe cannot be 
OVEr- 
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overcome : NIEL 
extenuate them, : and make;.them.; 
{mall and veniat;:acd: if menitake! ti 
to:\deliberate about with [t 
there is great HS Has vil hong 
polleflion. Soapt are we.to,beivan- 
quiſhed, when, we have /a:mind-to it; 
when (our Adverfaries from.--without 
have their, corre +12 our own 
boſom 3' when we have ſo many treaghe- 
rous. Gueſts, ſo many deceitful | Luſts 
withinus, which aze' ready to betray us, 
and ;to yield up our'hearts to; a-ſubgle 
and: powerful enemy. - Here then is our 
greateſt danger; - here we_ muſt, exert 
our greateſt care andvigilance z here we. - 
muſt ſhew our e.and reſalution, i in 
throwing off theſe darling and beloved 
Luſts, :the ſis that do ſo. eaſily beſet as. 
This is that which our Saviour elſewhere 
requires of us, when he bids us cut off 
> right and pluck out our right 
eyes, when they make us to offend. And 
thus much for the firſt part of the Ex- 
hortation. 

_ Having according to ,our power Jaid 
alide every. weight, having. freed our 


ſelves from our evil habits, and cuſtoms, 


and from our moſt ſecret and. beloved 
K 3 Luſts, 


Ws &/MOOUN IV: 


_ Luftsj1werare-hotite reſt here..s:Thu: 
mach & ve wo, RR DEOPanacg to be 


number. wecatiſh.chen 


{3 will 
We mnuſb:ndeahel 


mitted into the” 
ſor out felves upon! any. I be 
to-his'Laws. A ne 
net ferve Our turn; 
eſchewevil, but we'muſt do what. : 
we car) in the ſeveral places and: ſtations 
to which God hath called: us. Them 
rn in a Race; when they have 
themſelves, and laid afide all unneceſſary 
o and incumbrances, have yet the 
whole Race before them which they mult 
ran through, if they expe their Crown 
and Prize: and therefore in-propaxrtion 
to what is required of them, weallo-are 
exhorted, in the 

2. Second place, to-run the Race ſet be- 
fore w. Now the poſitive duties 46am 
_ - CG anſwer to. that 

t itu to Ffcharge them 
faithfully, ts meant by rwmwing the race 
ſet before ws. Aud this js elſewhere ex- 
, preſſed in plainer Exhortations. ' Work 
.. out your ſalvation with gt and trembling, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith-ver- 
eee, and to verine knowledge, to know- 
teage temperance , dnd to temperance pa- 


trence, 
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 tience; and,to patience godlineſs, and to 
Tineſs'brotherly - kindneſs, and is drotkeny 
4 + arty charity: What ſotuer "things are 
true; whatſoever things are houeſt' whatſc- 
_ever-thines are juſt, whatſoever things are 


ND Rat.15 


= 


;ovey ting x afged repay ofthe be 
«ny praiſe, or if there he any vertne, think on 
Chil « do theſe things. Now the(- and the 
 hke Exhortations and Precepts often-re- 
«peared in holy Scripture bemg-all in ge- 
neral terms, the particular inftances of 


ror ye? rapes bythem, muſt be'lefr to 


= Rp 


mans private conſideration. and 
are various according .to/ mens fe- * 
veral abilities arid opportunities, accor- 

mg to their/{everal relations in': which 
bath | placed them. - God the fur 
- preamy agwroFems,: hath by his'wiſe and 
providence allotted every man his 
courſe, It is not of our\chooling, bur it 1s 
8 race ſet before #9. He hath likewiſe di- 
ſfiributed ar men various gifts -and 
abilities, whatdy they are feverally-fit- 
ted to dogood; and according to theſe 


ticular, what it, is that the Lord requires 
v-S ofhim ; and no man who doth not want 
4- | willand refolution-to dothe wyl of God, 
| K 4 can 


pure, whatſoever things are lovely,” whatſo- 


every man muſt judge of higduty wr par- .* 
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can ordinarily be .; 

to dos: and theref : 

n 

ir 

4ths. x 

"ww Thar our bodies God ou rt 

to 10 be vigorous and chearfu), q y 

t 

"2. Thatit ought to be conſtant and un: | T 

interrupted. ws I» 

W 

Y, The Geilitude of Rihvncs belive M1 

great vigour and alacrityin the ediſchinge tt 

* of our duty. "They who'run' with hopes |} te 

of Victory muſt not befaint-hearted/and | tt 

Jangwiſh,” but muſt be'chearful, and' gou- NF vi 

ragious, full of hope and'eager Expecta- |} en 

tion of the defireqtriumph.-  Thusmuſt I w 

a Chriſtian behave himſelf in the race ſet Þ liz 

before him. + He muſt go about his duty © ex 

3 with cheatfulneſs and freedom, 8s one |f| tc 
"a that doth it with a willing mind; and . || C 
- ., hopes for ſucceſs by ſo'doing. He muſt {If (p 
always have in his eye the great recom- | ar 

peticeof reward, the joy ſet befofe him, If ſh 

_ Crown of Glory laid up for him; and 01 

roſpe&t of that he muſt / chearfally I} of 


rtake whateyer difficulties he meets 
with 


- own experience, that her ways are ways j 
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I wh St the Exs . 
if we havezonce'freed-our = 
hls eowrke low andfordidi cares and 
incumbrances of this life- omar ;there - 
canthen remainnothi 'or re+ 
tard bur kenya 
mrunning theRace ſet AE Ye And 
this boly Dilbidecms to expreſs; ſaying; 
I will prwnds, way of thy! commandments, 
when thou haſt ſit wy heart at liberty. When 
we are once at liberty fromthe World; 
and have weaned our . affections from 
things below, and-placedthem on a bet- 
ter/and” more endurmg ſubſtance, then | 
though we mect-with dangers and incon- = 3 
gens weſhall joytully. go on, and = 
days Progreſs in our courſe of piety | 
will. render -our'task more eafie and de- 
lightful:: We ſhall apprehend our ſelves 
every day more and more;:approaching 
to the' end of -our hopes, :and- to the 
Crown of our-labours, and out of Prov 
ſpe& of ſo ſure a reward, ſonighat handz 
and out of a fore-taſte of that. happineſs 
ſhall be able toifay of Religion from our 


of pleaſantneſs, /and all herparhs Peace. . - 
2. Another thing repreſented by this 


ſ1mts 


x3v 
ſe red e that our courſe 


_ . -Fage,- may-by, ſuch an.advantage 
| no , and defeat himof the 


ſufficient :that -we be 
vout by- fits and ſtarts, at-fome ſet time, 
or; upon fome folemn occafion 3' but-it 


/6 
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reign rig ry rnug yr "ine 
remony. at:ſuch-a: time; may hazard" the 
loſs. of the: whole prize. ; 1k ndverry 
perhaps; who was of leſs ability and _ 

ly 


n, and he: become the derifion and 
ſcorn of the: beholders. -:'Fhe caſe/is not 
ultalike in our. Chriſtian: Race. _—_ 
"A :De+ 


gught to be our conſtant behaviour, / the 
eontinued imployment of our lives; The 
doing thewilt of God'is'much more our 


buſineſs "than 'any other inglbpment 


"whatſoever; . and ed ought to be as c 
ftantly and vigorouſly purſued. For if 


at any time we give our f{clves;Jeifure to 
be idle, and make any leaſt delay or ſtop 
in our Chriſtian Like; alas we*do not 


a , = 
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conlider how 'cafily we may fall ſhort of | 


our defired/-end; For: how faſt ſoever 
we go ann our way; our former Juſts 
and 


' ion to.treat with them, it ts eakie to-fore> | 


| thatare 
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and defies pon ns with fo 
totollow us to in--our 

and will watch every _ f 
fire Patley with us, Fir (corn oy 
And-:if we once make the leaſt incexrtui(-. 


ſee how foon- our: and- heat with 
which we began the willabate and 
cool: our joints will then grow filif and 


and. then preſcnthy a thoufarid 


difficulties ariſe, and we are 2s far from 


our Jouriesend as when we firft ſet out, 
So dangerous a 21s, when we have 
begun. well, and gotie-on'ifor a white, 


then to-ftay and look.:/back, and 'deli- 
| berate_ te we ſhall go. farther 'or 


not. Nay-in/ theſe cafes of a moral 'na- 
ture toſtay, is to go backward. Forfuch 
1s thenature of man, he cannat be ajtoges 

ther: idle;z if he be nat engaged in things 
good and vertuous, he will cers 
be: imployed in. fomewhar elte that 


' 3s. bad and finful.. And then it is very 


plain, that, a good habit 1s much; more 
weakened by a little imtermiffion, thaw iv 
can be {trengthened/ or mproved by ma+- 
py inſtances of Vertue, So that: from 


| theſe conſiderations it: may abundantly 


appear, how necellary 4 is that our pn 
| grels $ 


*% 
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-al gy; "The third and laſt pary of this Ex- 
vigour and'diligence 
itithis affair miſt becontinued to the end 
was lives : We muſt rmn-with patience. 
| 97s bu art -and ative ſoever wemay 
been” in the: pradice_ of' our 'duty, 
ets ſoever we have proceeded in'our 
Chriſtian -Race ,/ ler no man/;yer flatter 
himſelf that he” hath done his ' whole 
PR that = wee anos own 
of per n he-1s le 
fy he-is already ſecute of his Re- 
wig and Crown.” For this is a very dan- 
gerous miſtake, and many: who did?run 
once: well, may _upon this pe” 
fooliſhly miſcarry, notwithitanding al 
their pains andlabour they have __ 
fore endured; ' All the promiſes of a fu- 
ture reward are limited toſuch as perſe- 
verein well-doing;. and this very fimili- 
rade is a clear'\evidence,of it. For who 
ever pretended to bave won the prize, 
without running to the end of the Race? 
Now there is nothing more plain than 
that our life here is theme of our trial, 
wherein we muſt work out our ſalva- 
tion, and run the Race ſet before ug ; 
and 
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Jifenge 
blove” wth 


| rodeo 
gol of "And as for thoſe 
- Erhi F know not 
Thi Rs of their [condition ; they 
would do 'wdl'to remember; that God 
 'hath affured us” that he'hath made no 
pot irfevocable decree for any partieu- 

Hr mari falvation, but that he is mn a 
fibility of falling ſhort of it, of he -i"7r 
his upr1 fy and int Be, 93-1 TJ, 
When [ Joy to the rig 4 that fall 
ſurely live, if he” truſt t0 his own righteouſ- 
neſs, and commit iniquity, all bis rie hteouſ- 
meſs ſhall not be remembred. | For his ini- 
quity that he hath committed, he ſhall die for 
#. -Ourof aſenſe of the. poſhbility and 
danger of this, S.Paul exhorts us, 1 Cor. x. 
T2, Wherefore let him that thinketh: be 
Fon take heed left he fall. Where the 

Apoſtle plainly intimates, that they who 
think themſelves -perte&t-and' fecure of 
their condition, are in greater danger of 

-falling than others; becauſe that Mad 
ecu» 
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. . " Gcurityisapbin itgown! tendency 
willing to proceed further, inthe Race 
ſet before than, The troth/ is, as long as 
bo made it our endeavour to. throw-off eve- 


; xy.weight, hough we have uſed great 
dili in or. Chriſtian Rage, yer ſtil! 


we have ſotnething moreto do 3. we have 
fell many: adverſaries to contend with, 
temptations to reſiſt ;--the. ſeed of 


*man 
thoſe. deſires. which: we-had before, do 
Mill: remain in-vs, which 'wHll always af- 
ford new -wiatter for uh lanes and 

. care, Not can we-ever be tkecure that 

_  - haveearned-our prize ty we have fi- 
. wiſhed our courſe with patience, and G6d 
ealls us hence 'to+ receive. our reward. 
SurelI am, if any man might be ſecure be- 
fore hand' that: he had done:his whole 
daty, and was now aſcettained of his re- 
ward, S. Pawl might pretend as reaſona- 
bly \to.that priviledge as any'other 3 but 
yet'he deſcribes his own condition'as ſti! 
mmperfect, and ſtyl depending upon his 
future diligence : Phzl. v3. 12. Not as 
though I had already attained, eather were 
already perfect z; but Ifellow after , if that 1 

. may apprehend that for which alſo 1 amr ap- 
» pre- 
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elite forward. and'ran wich patience 
tathe cnd-of ourrace. -./ -. 


ones. 
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- Having: thus far confidered the Pak. 
tation in-the Text, and, the extent of it, 
now. endeavour to, enforce it by 

ropreſentifg to; your thoughts the excee+ 
ding great reward, "the glorious prize we 
arc ry {1 the Race {&t before us, 
Which 4s ſogreat a See of blefledneſs, 
that. neither-eye hath feen,nor;car heard, 
nor can 1t enter-mto-the heart of man ſu{- 


 ficiently; co:conceive of it, .'© might alſo 


bere recal toyour remembrancethe faith- 
fulneſs, and truth, and goodneſs of God, 
who bath promiſed thisreward, and will 
beſtow it an thoſe whe haye endured8o 
the.cnd andrun with patience. I mighs 
Grther add.the' conſideration of the afft-, 
ſtances of Gods good Spirit, the great 
comfort ,fupport and joy -which it affords 
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EZ e before usin this glorious 
ave fray fim 
'patienee/' Wherefore 
my aſſed" about ja 45mg cloud of 
witheſſes, lef 'u4\lay affde every weight, $c. 


The word” Martyr or Wrmeſr 10" an «4 
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Cloud 

the force oftheir witneſs and exa 
engage usinalikediligence and conſtancy 

ding-the Race ſct before us; F:ſhall 
endeavour to; repreſent 10 EO 
ing particulars. * | 

-r.” They were witneſſes of the truth, 

and faithfulneſs, and goodneſs of God,iin' 
whom we believe; that he-1s;/ and 6 nt 
he is a rewarder of thoſe. that diligently 
ſcek himy- and therefore that our:labour 
and induſtry in our Chriftan Race ſhall 
not bein vain, mention this truth more 
particularly ;- becauſe it ſeems to be the 
je] L onely 
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either ny he wasto.come, Or what 
uld , do or ſuffer for the World, 
| - And therefore tho Agption a begin- 


of the Chapter 
159 Gu 5 ch ewe 


whkh ey will ngly underwent fo many 
'T rials Satay with ny 
Very a undaunted refolution. 
fore we look upon theſe men = as 
giving teſtimony tq this. truth, yet this 
alone is ſufficient reaſon for our imita- 
rionof them, and doth juſtifie the wil- 
dom of our choice in being - religions, 
d ſerving the ſame God op whom-they 
lieved, and forſaking all in pbedience 
to him, as they didbefore us. Since we 
have the ſame convidtions of Reafon that 
they had, that our God whonr ye ſerve, 
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is'x' Rewarder” of thoſe rhat pur their 
watt i him, and are further confiragsd 
in'our belief oF this; by their arid 
== the es 'and by 
chearful ſuffering Perſceatioriby 

By their fu we have this fatis- 


þ-wexd at leaſt, that we are not E od 
m this our” 

and that he hath not been 

Witneffesin all who have hid dey 
their lives in this Faith and Aſſurance: 
atd therefore we ought to be ſtedfaſt i 
it without wavering, Now ifany ſhould 
obje, that the numbers of- thofe who 
have died mm this Faith, though' they are 
here called a Cloud of Wine, are yet 

bur a very" few in compariſon 'of thoſe 
who have" lived without God in the 

- | World, and have deſpiſed and rejetted 

s | all hopes of a future reward. To this it 

s | is calie to reply , that the credit of any 

- F teſtimony doth not depend on the nur. * 
- | ber and noiſe of thoſe that affirm any 

, & thing; but from the manner of the evi- 

y | dence they give. Nowa few men who 

e | give ſufficient proofthat they underſtand 
c 

t 

S 


perfetly what they ſay and do,and would 
not deceive others, are more to be valued 


as Witneſles, than ten thouſand of the 
L 2 ruder 
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| aid multitude, - who take up 'r 
wpon truſt , and-if y you'comeito: 
rg wi ſhrink - Thos: - nothing. / "They 
| ſaid: ſomething, they know --not-+ what ; 
. ue "waxing [nor 
why they ſaid'it. The caſe is'the fame.in 
matters -of religion z/thoſe-'that| have 
- been truly-pious and. religious, | have in 
All Ama of the cleareſt and beſt 
\underſtandings, that have always been 
.able to'give/a reaſon of their Hope that 
wasin- them ; and to'fatisfie the World 


that-they-did; ngt pretend this for any 


temporal; advantage ; : they did delibe- 
rately and- chearfully expoſe: themſelves 
to the moſt ſevere Trialsand Perſecu- 
tions for their- teſtimony of'it,, #or accept- 
fg deliverapce, as t the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
t- they might obtain a better aelis: 
tl was the caſe of thoſe Heroick Spirits 
recizedin-the fqaregoing Chapter. . They 
were men of ſound mind; as' appears'b 
the glorious things they did and ſuffered 
many qf which are at: large recorded in 
facred Story. They knew the value of 
life as well as others ; they were ſenſible 
of diſgrace, and pain,and want, and could 
haye no reaſon to expoſe themſelves to 
thels things without a mighty _—_ 
an 


-  $% now AV. 
> tagged yer nr nk they - 
on htm ES 
ofhis pc * __—_ 
' Ward them after this life 41/ofeth 
eſs of his Wiſdom, 'thathe kniew-when 
| s _= it'derter: | 
Athooſke; o Jaſtice of his ovid: 
that he would''certainl) yi pron: 
_ on'the- contraty,/ for thoſe that-have're- 
JeRed this belief} /ov/ ar leaſt bave-rior- lis 
ved anſwerably.to it, it is plain that mach 
thegreateſt wt ofthem dewbondiy 'araſh 
inconſiderate multitude, of no unders 
MNaridingin theſe matters; Whoever took 
time to think -whether Religion thad any 
real foundation in Nature-orr Reafon, or 
hots and. therefore theſe: are not .coms 
rg Judges m' the cafe, and not tobe 
e& as Witneſſes. - For thoſe others; 
have lived wickedly, and'thave yer 
wy ſome reafon to conſider -of "the 
' grounds and obligations of a'religious 
courſe of life 5 it 1s plain that theſe are 
moſt of them felf-condemned ;-:and a& 
againft the conviaion of their E; 
being as it were bribed intheir reſtimony 
by the love they bear to the pleaſures ; 
and profits, and honours of this World. 
Now is we hy aſide theſe two forts of 
L3 men; 
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be relied upon as 
pecnr-ncapr; the W 
not. reducible. to one of ek two 7a 
TY ale& number than thoſe who 
have been: conſtant Witneſſes to, and AF 
ſereors' of the Divine (Providence, and 
that with-the lob of allother- things that 
borer weſt and of life it {eJE 
And therefore] thinkc: reaſonable. toin- 
ry that though the! Fathers in the for- 
conſidered onely as Wit- 
ankle of this Fruth w , that God 
ts arewarder of thoſe-that dili cntly (eek 
him; yet their examples added to the 
convidtibns of our own Reaſon are lufb- 
erent £o the wiſdom of our vos 
wm -rel though we had no fur- 
ter mores 0. it than this : inaſmuch 
who renounce Religion, do Ret 
or againſt ther Reaſon, and 
om can be no Cackiadens evidence On 
their fide, who do foz but: the force of 
their examples before mentioned-will be 


yet-mots conſiderable to engage us to 
imitate 
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had- of a future ſtate was dark. and ob- | 

fcure, the promiſes. they received wort 

| mY tos and uncyident z3 but now aug- 

. derthe Goſpel the caſe is nuch otherwile. 
The types, and ſhadows, and ceremonies 
of the Law, under which the promiſed 
Mciltas was obſcurely reprefefted of old, 
are now exchanged for the fubſtance” ic 
felf.. Now life and immortality is brought 
tolight by the Goſpel; We. have now 

greater demonſtration of ahe goodnels | 
. andmercy of God towards us than they 
had, m that he ſpared not bis own Son, 
but gave him for us all; ,We have a bet- 
ter profpett of the promiled reward. we 
have now. clearer promiſes, of the drvine 
Spirit roaſiiſt and ſupport us in all our 
'Fraals; and to enable us to run our Race 
with patience. Theſe and many _ 
| EL & a&- 
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was much more i than ours un- 
| der the Golpel, | The knowledge they 
, 
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ond: what:the Fathers: were 
nted ' with.” And this the Apoſtle 


"85 OA-DaUINg pr | 
for #s, hat 'they without ws «ſhould not be 
made perfet. Now the interence from this 
conlideration 1s very plain and obvious. 
Forif the-Fathers before-the coming of 
qur Saviour, who received not thoſe'ex- 
ceeding \ great and--pretious - protniſes 
which arerevealed in the Goſpel, did yet 
| exerciſe; {o/great degrees of "Faith, fo 
mighty-a confidence and truſt in God; as 
ro-endure-fach bitter things in- obedience 
to-himas weread they did ; how ſtrong- 
ty ſhouldithisexcite and provoke our zeal 
and fervorito follow after\them in-this 
glorious enterprize, and'to run with pa- 
nence the Race ſer before us; how ſhould 


ſtory-of theiri ſufferings, and the'glory.of 
'their-vertues, if we. who enjoy ſo many 
advantages above them, doi-yet gome 
ſhort: of their: bravery and reſolution;and 
conſtagt obedience to the will of God. 
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we beaſhamed and bluſh to-read the Hi- 
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ety; naſmuch- as they are 4 
eo orrke pottbinopne ogy 


| that-are required '< "eo | 
earths — 1a rhvird! e'Cp . 
ſeek for, >The hardeſt di qiireof 


us bave 'beenlong ——— 
theni-5/and accompliſhed with ſuch "fol 
aflurance of hope, ſuch ratdng appre- 
henſions- of the joy ſet before them ,” as 
ly over-balanced all che difficulties 
they met with, and made'them'joyful and 
- couragious amidſt the moſt bv rot< 
tares. Let fioman then pretend, thatthe- 
commands of 'God are mpoſible to'be 
m__ 'that his Laws are hard'or grievous 
done, fince we have fee then ful- 
filted in ſo high a manner”, and that under 
a/more imperfect diſpenſation than that 
of the Goſpel; as the ftate of thote mani-_ 
feſtly was; nor is it a bare poſhibility' of 
our ach which we are tanghr by their 
example, but they are Witneſſes of the 
lovelineſs of Vertue, | that' it 1s very ex- 
cellent and deſirable, worthy our choice 


and conſtant embraces, though it be at- 
tended 
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may fairly great 
ES ſome of which have 
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conlamothen arguments to invite them 


tion is a 


tar I» Alkr-gns to vindicate its 


diſadvantages un- 
der Po eokich the folly and ſlothfulneſs of 
mer 1s wont, to. repreſent -it- - 1n brave 
and Heroick examples Vertue apprars as 


_-#twere clothed with fleſh and blood; vi- 
 fible to the eyes of the miſt Gupid and 


inſeafible 5 fince there are none fo bar- 
barous and {avage, who wall not follow 
a.truly vertuous man with reverence and 
applauſe, though they fee him oft-times 
clouded by afkiicion, and opprofied by 
the malicious and -unjult. The truth: 35, 
ho kind of Arguments hath greater ad- 
vantages 
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= puromg a they negle& it 2, But when 
men teach us by Example as well as Do- 


_ rrine, then they may urgetheir precepts 


wHh good allurance, and we have no ex- 
<3 6 pretence left, a we ſhould noe 


follow and imitate them. 


The Saints therefore and Martyrs, who 
have left behind them ſuch glorious Me- 
morials of their obedience and faith in 


| God, and patient ſufferings for conſcience 


fake, do herein give usthe moſt powertfiut 
motives to alike {tedfaſtneſs in our Holy 
Calling inaſmuch as they bear witnes 


by their Examples, that there-are no dif- 


ficulties ſagreatin the ways of Holineſs, 


noaflictionsſo grievous, but that by the 
"_ of a lively and aGuve daith, , 
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4 


intereſt to Þr attiſe Vertne as well 28 Drs; 


nnd ee ae cis 


, þ- caſt? hoſe great 
oF Econ and Patients recorded 
*% epoirig' Chaprer3 'IetUusbehold 
4 | he whe night power and efficacy of their 


os bravery of their: Verties 
DE” * Mited ſtate fer as" call to 
itidthe Ehearftſheſs andjoy with which 
they t trampled on, arid/defpiſet!"the ſuf- 
| of this lifepreſent, Hayek ey tight 
 Shtaif! 4 berter"inhieritance;” Kee, us add 
Xo theſe the-glorious compiny” of Apo- 
files" and Evangelifts, the"noble Army of 
Martyrs and Cotifeſſors ; and 'innumera- 
Vie companies'6f juſt men” mide perfec, 
who have departed this life 'in the Paith 
of Chriſt, being Witneſſes ro/ us of ber. 
rer promiſes than the Fathers had.” And 
Rſtly, let is Took unto Feſus"the Author 
and Firnſhier- 6f6ur' Faith, 'who' for the 
Joy ſet before” him endured 'the" Croſs; 
deſpiſed the Shame, and is now ſet down 
LS the Tight" hand of the Throtie/ of 
God; and'then ſurely,” if 'the'Apoltles 
Argument: Was A reaforable motive in his 
| days, 
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s, it will now be muckmore ſo, . fince- 
Etoad of Witneſſe is ſo much increa- 


ſed by the Saints and Martyrs of the Chri- 
ian Church, Wherefore ſeeing we alſo 


are compaſſed about with ſo great a cloud of 


witneſſes, let ws: lay aſide ev weight, and 
the ſi: which doth [o eaſy tiſet ws; and 


bet ws run with patience the race that is ſet 
Pefore, Ms. 


I—_ = I” IO" "ITY 


—_ ith a —_ 
- ”—. ww _— —_— - 
- 
- - 


the: rioht 
of Goa. 


"Here is no kind of Argument 
more naturally fitted to pre- 
vail upon mens minds, and to 

5 engage their mduſtry and di- 
ligence 1a any enterpriſe whatfoever, than 
the example of others who have gone 
before them; whoſe wiſdom and vertue 
they have in.xeverence 3 who have per- 
| bs formed 


_ 
E369 


of their wiſdom >, makes 
: GU K ior u feaſonable for us to follow 
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formed the like undertaking with 'ho- 


nour and-ſacceſs. The opimion we have 


4 imitate*rhbir prafice ; 


theirſteps, a 


' and the of their endeavours takes 


away. all thoſe faint Excuſes which Sloth 
and Idleneſs are apt toſuggeſt tous. We 
cannot then pretend that it is an impoſſi- 
ble task we are perſuaded to, .when we 
” before. otir eyes the examples * of 
others of like frame with our ſeives,who 
bave already performed it with chearful- 
neſs and joy. © ra, 
y The. poltle therefore well knowing 
that the Profeſſion: of Chriſtianity was 


"tobe attended with many. difficulties and 


dangers, and that our Saviour had made 
it a neceſſary qualification + of -all that 
would be his Diſciples, to takewp the Croſs 
and follow him ; to prepare the minds of 
his new convetted' Hebrews: apainſt- all 
diſcouragements whatſoever, that might 


- withdraw them from their ſtedfaſtneſs in 


the Faith they had embraced, in the fore- 
going Chapter of the Epiſtle, be largely 
repreſents 'to them the many*- examples 
of the Patriarchs of old, whoſe Seed they 
were; of the holy Prophets, whale Wri- 
| tings 


b., 


o - » + I 
' 
F | af - +48. . 
<. - _ 


S's we. o'w Vo 


wh winch the» wit! or\ malice! ofthien'e 
cham! 'Some @ftheth roE 
= 1 abouty being deſtiate; att 
ed abouty tre; aſfii» 
Red, tormented 4 but yet theſes,and-many _ 
other. *kinds of calatuitics they chearfully 
fubmicted to, not accepting deliverance, 
that they | might obtain a better” reſtirre» 
aion..' And yrs g fr or frnm xdppes 
tothe, ſtate. of.thoſe 
to. underſtand; arſe the Ke 
thers before recited by the power of t 
Faith were enabled toendute ſich thing 
2stheſe, then ſurely they; who had recci- 
ved far better promiſes ought not to fall 
fhort-of their patience; and reſolution; 
arid-conftant perſeviratte che holy 
Profeſſion, h they ſhould be expo- 
fed t0:many $ and Perſecutions for it, 
'This application he makes inthe words 


before the Fext ; cheer "a ſeeing we alſo 


hepro- 
ER to: "ale their a 


== bave it-their eye, 

of wraY"R rank and affor- 
the'-ſtrongeſt \motives and encou- 
| - to'it: Looking wito, eſis the 
author and. fiſher of verficth, who for the 
Js that: was before him, endured theCroſs, 
ng the. / end 3s ſet down. at the 
bated vf the thront-of God. + + 

; Caonfidering,, the 'words'with this: de- 
enddencrytibly are a'prevailing argument 
and' mbtive to: engage us to. imitate; our 
Saviourz/ as 1n all other parts of 'a holy 
converſation z. ſo more particularly /in 
the patient: fuffering of thoſe” affiiQions 
and calamities which. befall us in this life. 
- an duty, though it:have amore pe- 


culiar 


Wen, *5 805; Dr» »cm2 m—_ » Smep<7 654 


| an ate / not |to\ pare ou Eee | 
= in theſe days rang no 
oor ſhare inn.” ua Pore 


gaio(t, many <ifficulties ha Hire a 
| with, many enemies to] 
ugg the whole courte of therr pil- 
age; who are: alivays ative and Bile 
4 hinder our progreſs in our Chriftian * 


Race, and to defeat ws. of our Reward 
2n Crown, Thangh we are not now 
before Kings and Rulers for the 
YO" , though we cannot now be | 
cempred wo rob Apoſtaſc from our | 
briftian. Profeffion, to an open denial 
of the Lord that bought us, yet ſtill we 
are expolced to many vals - aa which 
areapt to draw us from our 
#d to betray us into thoſe per 
cuſtoms whach are inconfiltent with the 
Faith which we outwardly profeſs, and 
with the Salvation we. hope: for. We 


have therefore need. of + = watchful- 
nels 


-— 
: H# , . 
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hon = which the *De- 
and our own hearts Luſt 
-are:1 to; entice /and/ invite us5/ aftd 
t the confideration of oyr.' Sa- 
-viours:example of Patience under Sut- 
Nw may ſtill be: very uſeful |to us, 
gh we be not called to ſuffer Perſe- 
eons the. And then for 
Perſebution it (al; though itbe a caſe ye- 

ry ſeldom: happens,” yet ſuch is the con- || ;, 
Jo of Chriſtianity, -that every- one [7 

- that undertakes the profeſſion of it, muſt | "de 
. atleaſt, in preparation of ſoul;. be ready mi 
Fo lay down his life, rather than draor fin 
Now in order.to.c va 
IO and reſolution in*our Holy/C Cal- th 
1ing, notwithſtanding any temptations I j;f 
we meet-with in the World , 'notwith- || ©; 
ſtanding any. afiftions or calamities. that iny 
may bekal us, the Apoſtle 'recommends | 
thay as a moſt effectual means, 'to look unto || te 
Feſus the author and finiſher: of our Faith, | re 
who, for' the joy that: was ſet "before: him, th 


endured the Oreſe, aefpiſing 1 > ſhawe, 


an 
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unto” us - 


reach -of- which- affords yery 


&*-. 


x. We RNS 2 6 y the 
Author of « our Faith, -.This-is-in Greek 
which isa Military term, fgnify- 
ing a Captain and Leader, one who hath 

gone before us with bravery and reſolu- 
|: vw and'hath edodus jo follow 
 hisfteps. Thisis furtherexp lained inthe 
following part of the Verſe. , who; for the 
Joy ſet before * him, endured the Croſs », Aeſpi- 
ſing the ſhame. If we look unto Jeſus un- 
der this Character, ; the Apoſtles An 
ment is--very and convincing 3 
fince the Authar and Captain of our $al- 
vation did not 'refile himſelf to, underga, 
- | the moſt unſupportable calamities of this 
| life, and to ſuffer a painful and molt igno- 
minious death, in proſped of that exceed- 
ing great reward which he ſaw prepared 
for neither ought we, who , pre- 
| Þ tend to be his Diſciples and Souldiers 
| || refuſe to follow him iti the ſame track, 


that we may partake with him in the 
M3 fame 
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hand ;of the 


FTesus. 
_a two-fold 


roper and ſuitable Arguatents to jngag 
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i. Thas our Saviour hath HinGlF ve 
the full Reward of hish 


being ſet down ot the right 


we; 
hard of 


2. And which is 
| that, allo \ ” ſath- 

tant er abun to 
c——_ thoſe en Ts bevreprogt and 
after his —_ 


I hal! in with the firſt of theſe Cha- 
raters, and ſhall conſider our Saviour as 
[ik and any en of our Faith, the great 


of Pati who, 
apr} Joſs fan or lm, od the 


from 


And 


endured the Croſs, 
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- Atid to ſhew the force of the: Apoſtles 
Argument, 13M 


WT el 
x, © {ball firſt conſider the- ſufferings 
themfelves which our Saviour | under» 
"Went , exptefſed here by two-compre« 
henfive words) the C £089 and the 
oh «4 280 I FS Ri, 
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8,” The matter of his enduring them, 


3+ I ſhall endedvour to ſhew the in- | 
fluence of his Exatnple to erigage ts /tQ | 
follow and ithitate him, ' 


To begin with his Sufferings them- 
felves. 


Though the Croſs atid the Shame here 
ſpoket! of, do principally refer to the 
eat and unparallel'd mſtance of our 
aviours Sufferings, which was the cons 
ſummation of »ll the reſt, even his painful 
and ignominious Death 5 yet I conceive 
they may not unfitly be extended to the 
whole Hiſtory of them , from his Bith 
unto that very time. If therefore we 
takea ſhort view of our Saviours whole 
life and ations , we ſhall eafily diſcern 
M4 that 
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ention the'ihear ief zf hi | ,the.po- 
thoſe other accidents that befel him'in his 
_ younger years. Not to- mention theſe 
things, ſhall confine my diſcourſe tothoſe 
inſtances of Suffering which befel hinraf- 


'ter'he-began to ſhew himſelf to Jſrael, 


and by figns and wonders to declare him- 
ſelf ro be the'Son of God, the true MeF 


fas, that according tothe: Prophets was | 


' to come into the World.” 'And I hall 
repreſentthem under theſe; two headsan- 
ſwerable to thoſe in the Text, the great 
ignominy and. reproach- which was caſt 
npon | his * perſon ' through 'the whole 
courſe of his Miniſtry 3. and- then the bit- 
ter atid -painfu] citcumſtances that went 
pefore, and accompanied his Death and 
Paſbon. py", 1% 

And firſt, if we conſider the quality of 
dur Saviours perſon, that he was the true 
Meſhas, fo long foretold by the Prophets, 
amd at that very time :expedted bythe 

ews; if we conſider the great and un- 
gdeniable proof that he gaye of theſe 

*7 6), 64 are cy things, 
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idery "of ade audrey; odor 
works ; themiy 


heatino: the: curing diſeaſe 
caſting ub Devils; / giving/.eyes to: the 
blind, reſtoring the lame, raifingthe dead, 
all which: could-be the effe&- of no lefler 
_ than the: Wires a: power of God; 
the truth 'of what he ſpake, and 
the authority of his miſſion, - He that 
conſiders theſe things might m_— 
expect, that-fo divine a -oafon at his 
appearance ſhould have been entertained 
with the greateſt demonſtration of joy 
 andtriumph; andidoubtleſs. bad the Jews 
themed been. demanded before-hand, | 
what honour was fit to be-given to their 
long looked for Mefſlias when he came, - 
they could-not have contrived any ways 
of reſpe& ſintable to their great appre- 
henfions of him 3 they would have. 
thought na kind of homage too great to 
be paid to the' perſon whom God had 
lent to them ſo immediately, and upon | 
{a 


z 
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Soon ctrl jo was 00 | 
SE: him; = as gorehimeny 
\CHAILST; becauſe he'came not'wit 
outward _ ; nefunar ſplendor, hadnoneof 


the gd Peru of the Bed = 


dice alone"was ſuf cient ring” Ty wile: 
over-ballance the ſtrongeſt demonſtration 
that could poſhbly be given.” Is ot this 
the' Carpenters Sm? they: wee ſuffi- 
cient confutation of all the $ 
he ſpake and*did; - So that 1n ftead of 
thoſe joyful acclamations with which . he 
ought to have been entertained, in ftead 
of that honour and reſpect that wasdue 
- tobis high Characer, he'met with no- 
thing but Scorn and Derifion, Ignominy 
and Reproach; and that'in thoſe very 

. caſes, wherein they ought to have paid 
| bimthe moſt profound homage and ado- 
ration, For mftancein the execution of 
his prophetick Office. Thouph the do- 
@rine he taught was the moſt divine and 
heavenly that ever was made known to 
the Sons of men : though by their own 
confeſſion he ſpake among them as ne- 
ver 


er before "OY 
man ſake be ; he bike, 
\the Law: and the Proph woke edict they | 


ud 
nd 
eſs 
1| 
of 
'to 
U- 
to 
on 
bis 


he came moſt eminently to 
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'ten 


jarmanie> hers ore 


to-reprelene-bim  ISbCEN 
rater of one chat 'endeavoured to overs 
throwthe Law and the : which 


when he went about his Fathers bu 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, 
and for that end vouchſafed to converſe 
with Publicaps and Sinners, that he might 
reduce hoctNon their evil ways though 
this was ET -an inſtance-of 
compaſltion towards them; 
yet. for mugen th revile him, making it 
an occaſion. of the fouleſt calumny, cry» 
jng out of him as a Ghatton and a Wine- 
bibber, a friend of Publicans and Sinners, 
Laſtly, to name no more, when he went 
about doing good, curing diſeaſes, heal» 
ing all that were oppreſſed of the Devil, 
who could expett but that ſuch m 24 
inſtances of his power and g 
ſhould haye extorted from them the wt 
grate- 


actidiofid allcheſomigticy-and in- i 
works by:thehelp: ofthe Devil, 
out Devils by Belzebub the Prince 
of them. Thus the unſpotted mnocency 
of his life, the purity of hi ine; the 
mighty power which he ſhewed in con- 
firmation of it, and the many good deeds 
done'among them to all that ſtood in 
need and craved'his affiſtance; all which 
were in their own nature admirably fit- 
| ted to excite their laye- and veneration 
ofhimz” all theſe were made uſe of by 
the' Jews to the quite-contrary purpoſe, Il * 
and: became'the- occaſions of the greateſt II | 
calumny and malice towards bim. 'ButI }f - 
haſten to the: great inſtance'of our Sa- l 
viours Sufferings, even the bitter and I * 
moſt painful-circumſtances that went be- I * 
fore and accompanied his Death and Paſ- IF * 
| "4 

{ 

| 

j 


ſion. | 

When the appointed time was. come 

that the Meſſias was to. be: cut off, our 
Saviour well knowing the approach of }f - 
it; ſought no means to eſcape the danger, I * 
becauſe he knew it was his heavenly Fa- I * 
thers pleaſure that he ſhould fufter ſuch I 7 
things, I 1 


and that” otherwiſeth 
5 be fulfilled... 


-he 
'to-be- in; readineſs 'to meet thoſe-; that 


SzxnoNx 'V. 


his Diſciples for it, ng th 

Tang pare ESC chem ſhould-betra; 

t the hour was;:now come. 

Hit th-reſore corp gr Ts 
= 


-remea which was f 1 

and ha eſticn kis laſt Supphr” to 
be arg ever in remembrance of him; 
'outto the Mountof Olives, there 


ſougin him, to take away: his life. There 
It was that our blefied Saviour , out-of 
deep apprehenfions of thatgreat "weight 
of afflictions that was now tobe laid upon 
" him, (that: he was to' bear'our grief, and 
carry our ſorrows,'began tobe exceeding 
forrowful even unto death, and fell-into 
that bitter agony, wherein he ſweat drops 
of bloud.-'>\And here what words can 
expreſs', what thoughts 'can ſufficiently 
conceive the greatneſs of thoſe pains that 
betel our Saviour, when the very appre» 


*henſions of their approach made 10 deep 


'an impreſſion upon the'Son of God'him- 
ſelf, and put him. in ſo ſtrangeanagony, 
and extorted from him the earrieſt petts 


—_— which he made Mat.xxv3. 39. O my 
Father, 


S$rxwon 4 


| roms 4 
on, Ie heigtit of maJice expreſt:. 
þ perſon as was again 
nor was affliftion:ever 
ſuch” grievqus citcumſtances as his was. 
He:was betraied by one of his own Di- 
deiples, betraied by one whothad been all 
a'witneſs of his mighty. en a 
hearer of his: dodtrine, a; conſtant 
ker of thoſe benefits which he fo 
beſtowed. on al}z betrayed by him who 
had ſo often /eat at his; Table betraid 
by that very ation whereby he was wohc 
10 exprefs his homage to; him.  Bemg 
thus betraidimto. the: hands of Sinners, 
they deal with him as the vileſt Malefa- 
for; they hurry him to the high Prieſts 
hoaſe, w re the Scribes and the Elders 
condemn him of Blaſphemy,\ for no: other 
reaſon, but for affirming: the ,truth to 
\ = that he was the Sorfof God; which 
they could-notdifprove. .Fhen they go 
on to the moſt infolent expreſſions of 
ſcorn and contempt of him 3 they ſpit 
his face; and bufteed him 3; others ſniote 
ham with the palms of their hands, fay- 
wg, Prophefic wito ws , who is 3t that 
{mote 
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next m 


' brue his hands'with this innocent -bloud, 


the Roman 
tence: of jonny ns Tx here, 
that they might give ſome @-rca- 
{vn be pe es 43 they. 3nvent 2 pew 
accuſation againſt him, charging him with 
anew kind of crime, that he was guilty 
of Treaſon, - making himſelf a King. 
lager - _ with ney 
proof of this, they ſupply their want. 

proof with the loudnelsof their clamouts, 
Crying out, Crucifie him,” crucifia hins, And. 
hecauſe Pilate was {till-unwilling toim- 


demanding (till a firther reaſon of theig 
pro- 


: . 
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pmoiggs indo ab abou hay | 
hete we may” bt old the'r preci- 
pitancy -of theſe mens malice; that rather 
Anibtior oberg Wore of mifs 
chief '\uporyeh6 moſt innocencperſon-in 
the World, they wilfully devote them: 
ſelves and their poſterity: _woup / Cry 
mom, His Vlog be upon us" wr libs 


0 moſt” hortid - and; dreadful i impre- 
cation |. For 'who can'conceive the 1nfi- 
nite horrourof their guilt;/and-theiterri- 


ble vengeance they called forupon them- 
ſelves, when-he conſiders chow'pretious 


atid\ineftirhable: the value/of-that bloyd 


was; which 'they was ſo an; the oY ſpill > 
What retixitgnow, butthar! VINg-ex» 


torted: from Pilate (the: moſt! gnjuſt ſen» 


tENCE, 
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hey ſhould! now 
nk 7 leſt bizide 


| Scents li 


him?:che prodgcmsruckyl the tors 

me pur + tarliog his tehs 
det hands and freer tothe Inta tee; 
and leaving the whole weight of his 


to''be! v_ _— 
roms be! pots rem Fon of 
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[and panidialvhe-HoX y gs s porns 
 whichork 
hap ;and. bitter: Pr. 1 prechuma 
: df'mem could: ea ant) 2 _—_ 
vation, /ghrchrinkmnitelyTexcetds 1 
1 bp of chit: fot beſides! 
Ne T ef asf violeriee:of hisbotltly7pa 


befides ithe\ moſt bapbatoire ihdigh 

and pupae —_ _ cho ihe 
a CAtUP: forrow hung 

== font; cthar his encalles' contd 


upon.bim2'The burden of of fins 
taen 
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him; and the weig 
of car naar pref his Cao, 
eaſily conceive. wisthe 


true cauſe! of that bitter agony and blou- 


by ſweat which he-was in before appre- 


henſon. hire whiky which 

hung: ui cyry awry 
oo eeeE gh 
iP or. mee An 
wk let us look unto/J es 1s undone: 


| ny mongrel hw conflider © if 


ever {orfow/was like: unto his ſorrow. 
That we may. therefore tnore ©effethually 
be- moved. to an! 7 #7» ig "Our: $a- 


viout, 14G ' 
* 


Proceed we now:to her cond thing 
propoſed, to conſider after what liner 
the Ho &y JE s'u's' demeaned himſelf 


under-thefe -Agonies;, Fat' the j joy. ſet be- 


fore' him, be endured; the: Croſs , deſpiſmng 


the ſhame.. In which-words.1s ex 

the :deportment/ of our Saviour; / thus 
much at leaſt, that his, undergoing theſe 
calamities|was free and voluntary ,/that 
he did it out of choice, for the joy ſet before 
him. But what is wanting in'th&Text 
may; eaſily be ſupplyed-ont of othet pla- 
ces 11} holy; Scripture ::Tſazeb iliij. 7. The 


Eropher ;deſcribing the' manner of his ſuf- 


ferings 
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' one/leaſt con 


 moſthitter om of all ? 


ere fuch as. would have 
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xg bo] us, wF pron 1045. Pp 


fares that T7 
one rmurii 


of Gods dea 


ptayed for adeliveratice from the ils he 

felt,and fromthoſe he forclaw wereteady . 

w. enſac; et: this was do: ns ho the | 
fo Rios his 


moſt perf him 
Father, if it "bepo 


Fathers will;: Ihb, 
thao cup paſs from: M64) neverthiR[z- not a 
I will, but as thou wilt. Our Saviotir was - 
fiot of that ſort of nten, who 'pretend to 
be unmoved by any painor trouble. His 
patience wastioſtupid inſenfibility of tha 
things he feltz/ no, he was of as tendet 
fenſe as '6ther mien, and the Poms he felt 
iſturbed the 
evenneſs of the ſtouteſt Stoick; awaketied 
the moſt refolute. But in this the emis 
nency of our Saviours patience appeared, 


N 2 that 


Je ws, notwithſtanding 


ge (NL YPner they onffacd biew with, 
E Never. ware 2a angry or revenge- 
ful ah: he was. ve- 


wiled, hy ;h.. _ we 5 when he ſufftred, 
be threatzed: not, but contmitted FN fo 
; wy that 5 ndgeth. righteanſiy. Nay, ſo far 
uy v6 making any. leaſt retuxtito 
injuries. he received | from 
re hay evenin. the midſt of big aff 

Be 1n that unconceiyable _ 
which he fFlt hanging upon the Croſs, 
heomtednot to pray for forgiveneſs for 
them,  faying, Father, forgive them, for 
they kuow. not what they. do. Aﬀeer. this 
manner did the HoL y;;Jzsus. ſuffer, 
bearing . all A and indignitc 
rom 
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| Hedid as'S. Peter tells us, | 


men with. the ES 
Aliſo n NED 
lentpains wrth th 

fabraiflion to bis erent 1 
Example, that we Jronld ful ie NY 
—_w ag 1” ink > the third thing t 
confidered, the Tnflnence of 6utSzvi 


ney 4) to Nga £ us in inſt; er of 


z ard this will appear many ways. 

Fr If we confider the greatneſs of thoſe 
Riferings which our Saviour underwetts 
they were fuch as-infinitely exceed al 
that we can poſſibly be CHEE tO, As 

already 

ſaid. If therefore God was' pleaſed 1 2 
lay fo great a'burden upon'his beloved 
Son; in whom he was well-pleafed, and 
if the Fon of God were willing chearfully 
toendure ſuch bitter things, becauſe he 
knew 1t was his heavenly Fathgrs will, 
and that otherwiſe the Scriptures ads 
not be fulfilled ; how unreaſonable muſt 
t needs be for us to murmur and repine 
at thoſe leffer afflitions, which God may 
call us to; and yet, alas, how apt are we 
fo complain and murmur at every little 
accident and diſappointment that befalls 
N 3 us 
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hy k our ſelveshard- 
| Eg Hg Bs we 


1 nget? ni the ie 

of == provid ence towards us, yet. the 

uments af. his providence, t e *men 

ers to affiid us, ſeldom eſcape our 
ſeyerelt, 


But pow to qualific our minds i in theſe 
caſes; ahd to reſtrain Gur tQo pollogye” 
reſentments of the injuries we mcet wit 
- Jetustake, the Apoſtles advice, and. look 
nnto: Jeſus. what he ſuffered and, after 
what mapner. Are any. of thoſe affronts 
and indignitics that baye been offered us, 
in the leaſt degree anſiyerable to thoſe 
contumelious uſages which the Hol y 
JESus was expoſed to?- Are any of qur 
calamities comparable; to thoſe | bitter 
xg which he endured upan the Croſs ? 

is there any ſorrow can ſo deeply at- 
fe our ſoul, as that unconceivable an- 

Iſh of his did, which made him cry out, 

My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me 2 but yet notwithſtanding the infinite 
weight of his afflitiqns, the piercing vio- 
. ſence of his pain, We find not the leaſt 
ſylla: 


m7 
7 = 
: . . 
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{ implacable 'Enemies, 1 

fore look unto: JEsus under theſe 'cir- 
ſenfible how-ill-ir-becomes/us who! pre- 
tend to |be his' Diſciples and call our 
ſelves by his name;”to be ſo angry and . 
impatient' under thoſe light afflictions we 
are:called coo [onde 7A, er 42; 

- -2, 'Qur' Saviours, Sufferings have. this 
farther influence to'engage- us in /imita- 
tion of his Patience, becauſe-the perte&t 
maocency of his” life had merited: none 
of thoſe things. ' 'He knew: 10 ſin, neither 
was guile found it his mouth.” de'was holy, 


harmleſs, undefiled', and ſeparate from ſon- 


ers: And therefore might jultly: have 


claimed 'exemption- from thole | miſeries. 
heunder-went; and/have withdrawn his 
ſhoulders from bearing the heavy burden 
which 1t pleaſed his Father to lay on him, . 
If he. therefore when he might. have 
avoided thoſe calamities that betel him, 
when he could have called for more than 
twelve Legions of Angels to reſcue him 
from his danger, choſe rather to fubmut 
N4 to 
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arr 7 


grievais which we have! not deferved ; 
we,: whoſe: fins :do-every day : provoke 
Gods indignation agamſt- us. - What ra» 
tionah Plea can we bave, why:God:ſhauld. 
not -ufe; 'the | moſt fevere. chaſtiſements 
upon: us? - And certainly, ifGod/ſpared 
nothisown-Son, butgavehim up to thoſe 
| ealamities be had notdeferveds webave 
all the _reaſon.in'the World: to ſubmit to. 
him, ; notwithſtanding any trouble he 
brings-upon.us 3. and to take up. the con- 
feflion. of the. penitent. Thief upon'the 
Croſs., We izdeed fuffer. juſtly, for we re- 
ceive the dye: reward of our. deeds, but the. 
Hotty Jesus had done nothing amils. 
. - 3. A further Argument which the con- 

fideration.afour Saviours Sufferings ſag- 

. geſts to us, to engage us to. a.like patient 
fubmiſlionto the wil of God,maybe taken 

from the' end: and defign of hisSutferings, 

which was the. greatelt deſign of good+ 
neſs and love to-us, that could be under- 
taken; and therefore ought ta engage us. 
Wig EET | on 
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tois ſuitable return of obedienceandiove 
b it were to die for hisfike 
as he did for ours, and to ſaffet rhe moſt 
ſevere | Trials' that-it ſhall 3 "hint to 
appoint us'to undergo. When. all Yoo 


kmd; like Sheep, had : 

they hadallfinned, 

rey and made (hemſedyes Ha 
o the utmoſt-- of his a 


and juſtice; 'when we: were dead intref- 
paſtes and fins, and were in no capacity 
tohelp our ſelves, or contrive gur own 
recovery.;/ then it pleaſed "the. Sort of 
God owl If his tender- compaſſion and 
mimitable- love to mankind, to come 
down from heaven the 'habitation 6f 
Glory, to take upon him our- fleſh, to 
ſubmit 10 all the miſeries and ſorrows of 
humane lift ; and laſtly tofuffer the moſt 
painfal and. ignominous death of the 
Croſs, to- redeem us from the bondage 
and dominion of fin, and from the dread- 
ful effe&tsofit, and"to make us capable 
of life 'and ſalvation. Bleffed Lord! 
what was-man, that thou {ſhoaldft be fo 
mindful of him > what is the Son of man 
that thou- ſhouldſt to regard him, as to 
debaſe. thy ſelf in fucha manner, and to 
ſybmir to all the vileſt indignities, _ | 
ma 


86 
ON moſt unſupportable pains, to reſcue him 
| Ful- and 


. K ha We 
S'E KM O- Ni V; 


from that \miſery which by hisown wil- 
fonab ice ' he - had 


t upon 


|... the indftimableriches of love which 


the Hoy JESus expreſſed towards us 
in theſe his ſufferings! and now what ſhall 
werender forall his goodneſs! is there any 
thing which we can be unwilling to do 
for the ſake of him, who hath done and 
ſuffered ſo much for us? We ſee thenthat 
the obligation-of our Saviours.. example 
to © usto fallow him in the patient 
ſuffering | thoſe, calamities that befal us, 
is very plain -and--evideht,, becauſe his 
Sufferings were undertaken for our ſake 
and benefit, and he requires this teſtimo- 
ny-of our: love and gratitude for ſo un- 
ſpeakable mercy towards us, that we alſo 
hould take up our Croſs chearfully, and 
follow him whereſoever we: are called 
to it. 

'4. The confideration of our Saviours 
Sufterings and: Death, -are a further Ar- 
gument-to alike Patience under and (ub- 
miſhton to the will of God, becauſe they 
are a ({trong evidence of that future re- 


yard that is prepared for thoſe who con- 


tinue faithful to the end, and run with 
pa- 
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_ them. {Our' Saviour 


| moſtof which were ph have their acccom- 


| they muſt be always 
| Father and Mother, Wife and Children, 


, Sz aMON: 3: 
patience the Chriſtian Race'ſct. before 


pliſhmept /in another life 3+in 'the mean 


| timebe foretold them, thatinithis World 


they have: trib , and that 


ready to forlake 


Brethren and Siſters, yea-and their own 
livesallo, if they would be'his Diſciples. 
However; that there was a certain re- 
ward laid up for them in Heaven, which 
they ſhould not fail to partake of, if they - 
need ſtedfaſt in this Faith, and fini- 
ſhed their courſe with patience. Now 
our Saviour could giveno greater evi- 
dence; of the truth, of thofe' promiſes he 
made to them, and of the Geviey of his 
intentions -in preſling this duty of Pa- 
tience under Sufferings, than that he him- 
ſelf was willing to go before them in this 


| fo painful and laborious, an enterprize, 


and to endure the worſt of thoſe evils 
which he foretold ſhould befal them in 
roſpedt of the joy ſet beforehim, which 
he promiſed Fg ſhould partake of. —_ 
& 
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he-not undoubred: aſſurance of the truth 
of 'thoſe things: he £16 his Diſciples, 
he would not-'doubtleſs' have expoſed 
himſelf to ſo many Minds: for" affirming 
them; burtheaſſorance be hed vas ftrong 
- and convincing, fach as he knew he could 
not be: miſtaken'in. And therefore im 
Joby xvij.2/he ſpeaks of his own power, 
which he was to receive upon account of 
his' ſufferings, with the _ aflurance, 
_asth * Fd been already accom 
hd. Thr even him power ___ 
give eternal life fo us 
given him. This our $a- 
P bre his Paſſion, which ar- 
d a mighty confidence he had thathe 
uld receive this .reward- of his hu- 
miltation and Sufferings, that he ſhould 
pive eternal life to as many as his Fa- 
ther had given him; and this was that 
Joy ſet before ' him, expreſſed in the latter 
clanfe of the Verſe by his fitting dow at 
_ the right hand of the aheowss of God, in pro- 
{pet of whictr he endured the Crofs, deſpi- 
g the ſhame. And we have all the rea- 
ſon in the World to believe that he who 
could endure ſo much ignominy, ſhame 
and pain, for the obtaining this Reward, 
was both ſufficiently certain of the reali- 


ry 
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ad j far exceeding thoſe tribulations 


ovive. Ange. 


= an imaginary Joy. 
endure ſuck, real and w reflible pains 
to.obtain it for, and 6 it t9them, 
.. The fam of! this: 1s briefly 
this: Our bleſted Saviqur;endured the 

. Croſs, delpiling, the ſhame in. full. af- 
ſurance of -the certainty; of 'the Joy ſet - 
before him, and of the ineſtimable. value 
of it above the proportian af ;his Suffer» 
ings 3. and therefore that wealſo, ought 
to; imitate | his Patienee,: being well yr 
ſured . by his Example, that [the li 
afflitions of this life, which endure 

a moment, 'are not worthy to be com+ 
pared with-.the Glory which ſhall be 
xeyealed'z and that it - we: ſuffer with 

' the Ho;,LY,JE$u$S Wwe DOPE He 

4 glorified tag ether. 

(Thus fas have I endeayoured: to-re- 

' | preſent the force of the: Apoltles Ar- 


gument 


r % BT: wml 3 2090000 RL BY 


+--Y2- $ 


IX TE PTR TRI ye Ty —_— 
* v4 LO 


L,. & -VY., © VS ©. hs 


190 


S'ER M So V; 
pument, fro the Sufferi 2 ee 


viour” to/ olcins: to. 1 
tience., and- to ſuffer with +, 


_ * Gods calls'ts-20%ir 5- buv! we' mult Zo 


_confine the influence of "out, Saviours + 

Sufferi 5 tothis ſingle. duty: 11G! Dei 
-!The Race;ſet before we , wendoried in 

the formed Ne / may fairly be under- 


[ſtood of the whole Courſe of a Chti- 


ftian Converſation ;/ and- off” Saviours 
Sufferings and Death: have doubtleſs a 


very" great efficaty to/oblige us not one- 


: ly; to the: Partenr enduring” Afflictions 


and Calamities:; but to'a1 univerſal and . 
impartial obtdietice to the' will of God. 


For with what face can w& look up/un- 


to] E $ u 5; -and' conſider” the intolera- 
ble: weight of forrow which he endured 
for the fins of men , and not be aſhamed 
and bluſh 'again'to be guilty of any of 
thoſe ſins, is put the Son'of God to 
ſuch" ſhame and: pak" Or "how can we 
call to- mind his boundleſs compaſſion and 
love to us in enduring ſuch things for 
our fake',' without being - effectually 
moved to render to him'all poſlible de- 
monſtrationof our thankfulneſs and love 
for-all his benefits > Which -we-cannhot 

better | 


L 4 R MON. V. 
, than by a fincere and- 
ce to th recepts of the 

Goſpel, a yk walking before him in 

all holineſs and odlineſs of hving. Which 

5 oo) wh may all do, God of be his infinite 
© gra ant, for the ſake and merits of 

our wry ed Saviour : z.to whom with the 

Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all ho- 

nour, and praiſe, wy 9 £10ry, hencefor th 

and for eyermore. 
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- 
Swim nyt 


+4 af apnotr Jofws the 
fr ler oe _ that 


every one may recerve' the 
things done in his body, ACCOr = 


ther 1 it be good or bad, 


. Ne great riviledge and pet- 
Eton oo Mankin, ad per 
hey -are diſtinguiſhed from; 
and far excel the Beaſts that 
periſh | is this;. that whereas other Crea- 
tures are either wholly determined in 
their actions, by outward and neceſſary 
caules, or at leaſt are led on by thoſe ob- 
jects onely which are. prernnn and work 
Ifm- 


Cor) Ye eo, 


ing to that he hath done: ; whe | 


& l oe 
- o , 
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SERMON VI. 


— n their ſenſes, without 
Sf ow regard to future and 


are able to make an'cſti- 
mate 2 value of futuregood and evil, 
and my to, determine their pre- 
ſent aRions and choice, inproportion to 
thoſe ends which th propoſe to them- 
ſelves; and therefore'though all men natu- 
rally ſeek ap 00d, and are averſe to 
cole hin which are painful and unplea- 
Goperietey they are p> | aſſured Tak 
pleafing and delightful to them, 
wal be the certain caufs of futwre"and 
more laſting evils than can be recompen- 
ſed by any preſent and tranſitory plea- 
ſure, This conſideration to thoſe that 
uſe their reaſon is ſufficient to putacheck 
to, and divert them from any preſent 
OY ns, which will in the event be 
erons and hurtful. On the contra- 

- y' the ſame principle men may be 
encouraged 'to undergo many difficul. 
ties and hardſhips, if they can be convin- 
ced that their 6.9/2 ſ\uffermgs ſhall be 
 recompented with a ſuitable reward and 
fatisfaction for the time to come. And 
therefore no kind of Arguments are more 
naturally fitted to perſuade men to the 
pra- 


rene vens + en onely by comparing I < 


' S$nnmqgx Vi. 
Gio of Yertue. aud Gooduela,and to 


| diſcqurage them from the coprary ways 
N Sm and Wickednels, than a due con- 


eration of thoſe ſeveral ends'whichth 
lead to, and of thoſe Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments which will be ng 
no 


- 


Events of them... And 


28s. are. more: frequent in 


- | of poem 


Oo + then. thoſe which, are taken 
v from an. expeaatian. of a. jadgment to 
come , and from tho(e incomparable. re- 


| wards whighwill then bethe portian of 
5 | «be Righteous, and the unſpeakable mi- 
* || feries which will be the lot of the Wic- 
_ | k<£9 and Dilgbedient.. And this is that 

which the Apoſtle particularly 1nfills on 
x in this- place, as the ground of his' per- 
© | fualions, We emf al appear before the 

Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that guery one may 

receive the things dane In b& boy, ACcor- 
” | ding to that which is done, whether it be 
* || go0dor bad. Knowing therefore the ter- 
" | rours of the Lord, we perſuade men. 
' theſe waxds there are many cixcumltan- 
cesof great weight and mament, worthy 
of our moſt ſerious confideration 3 which 
I ſhall briefly repreſent to you. 


2 O 2 1. Here 
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1. Here warmkitey; axe? of a Judgment 


to come, *declared in theſe words, We 


roy appear before the Judgment Seat of 


v, 2. Here is the perſon before whom 


Wwe muſt appear, it is the Judgment Seat 
'of Chriſt. He, who was before our Me- 
diator and Advocate, who came to re- 
deem us from our iniquities, and to make 
us capable of being happy in another life, 
will then be our Judge, and will aftually 
diſpenſe thoſe rewards he promiſed to 
thoſe, for whom they are prepared, and 
will alfo be the ſevere avenger of thoſe 
who would not be reclaimed, 


2. Here are expreſſed the perſons that 
muſt appeaty We, we the ſame men that 
are now alive in the body, though our 


\earthly tabernacles bediffolved, though 


our bodies die. and ſee corruption, yet 
we our ſelves muſt again appear. - The 
ſame Almighty power, which at firſt fra- 
med us inour Mothers Wombs, and cu- 
rioully faſhioned all the parts of our bo- 
dy, though they be diſlolved into duſt 
and variouſly ſcattered over the earth, 
will again reſtore them to life, and we 


{hall 


Bo=5 3c 


[ft 
Vi 
n 
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1.4. Here -is expreſſed the 
of the appearance, We muſt; 
anen. that ever lived or {ht 
the Eatth, high/orlow, rich, 
order ord of men. except 
mulſtall then make our appearance, /| , 

s. There is ſomething conſiderable in 
the appearance itſelf.” r Hammond 


interprets the, Phraſe, We 
onely. with analogy to Tribu 


ſtice among menz, that as. Ppi ers. at 
the Bar are 'wont to. be. ſet. in, a con(pi- 


we | pace in. order to' their” fol lo 
wealfo muſt give our appearance before 
the Tacgement Seat, of Chriſt, But the 
word geyspublua hath a more important 
ſignification, and:muſt be underſtagd not 
onely of our being aRually preſent at 
Gods: Tribunal, but we muſt appear or 
be made manifeſt, as the ſame word 1s.3n- 
terpreted inthe following Verle ; and 
thenthe A e means thus much, that 
all our hidden ations and ſecret defigns, 
which are now undiſcovered by men, 

OZ ſhall 


. 
u 
' 
4b { 
. 
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Sz. gwox Vt 
ſhall ther at the” Juds Seat of i 
-Chriſt-be*mide nahifeſt and laid open 


'to us:before God andall kw holy Aiigels. 
We have now ways to hide our 
2488 to U ' hr aFioiis from 

he knowledge bf tu; Weekh how put 
6rt the" MaSk and Gitb- of a Rightous 
wan, 48 dppear 4s fith tothe World, 
when! our Hearts areFull of wickednets 
and debit Hit at'the Judgment of the 
Great Day all theſe arts will avail us no- 
chip; | 3 on falſe pretetices will theil be 
Aiſtover 7 of dil Ie pulled off, our 
| nifeſt, in- 


Har with (Phe We have tot 
aud ive he all apprat.” 


6.” Here is the method that will be uſed 
at the Judgrtient Seat of Chriſt, Eotry tat 
1 rittive 'Yhe things dowe-4# the body, ws 

throng Yo Yh4t ht hath Howe, whether it be 
OY or BAL. 


>. Het 15 the uſe 8. fur makes' 6f - 
ehithe conſiderations, Knowing therefor 
theſe terrours of the Lord : ws being 7 
fared how dreadful this appearance and 
the evetit of it will be, we perſuade ther! 
that 


S' x100\ms YE 


_ Yurthey would now behave thethſelves | 


as men that muſt then'appears butt6'in- 
fiſt-particularly or all theſe (circutſtan- 
ces would be too large'dn Exerciſe of 


your Patience. Thall 'therefor&oonfine 


wo Picourſe to a_— three things. 
Jz 17 RR FME-t 

O7 : ſhaltendexvour toremibdow of 

thoſprounds and-reafons by whictr we 


tiy beaſſured vfia Judgment to come; 


that - botgmd> 
vearof Chriſt _ 
11g: - hall les the charkidl ofa 
ceeding at the Day'of Judgmerir;- 
Mats ſhall receive the note me ih RN tis 
dy, detording to that. be hath done,' _—_— 
it be & or batdy- ITE TSA 
LS JOLIE! A os 144 341 & 54 
2:g0T: ſhall draw- ſome inferences. wa 
may be of uſ& tous in the governmentof 
our Ives. Firftof the RR cenainty 
of a Jadgment ts come. Afd'this will 
appear upon theſe wes et TP 


r. Fromm the dictates'and my of 
onr own Conſcienes.” 


2. From the Namiv'es: God and his 
Attributes. O4 3.From 


beforethe cam ray 


S's n:40'N = VI. 
pes Feniw-chs concurrent taſthnooy 
belief of all Nations. ? 


Foot the particular rexel of of 
FSrnonrnrnd may te . =p - Furr 


x. I we look into the, ſicvens of our 
own ſouls; and examihe-the natural 
powers we are endued: with, they. will 
afford us great evidence that there 1sA 
ory--a0m udgment to'come, when we ſhall be cal- 
_ to __— for rotor ron wr and 

rewar ed or pun ACCOT to 
theni;- The knowledge of | ggod-, and 
exil,\apd. the abligation/to- do 'one and 
eſchew the other, 15: naturally wiitten.in 
the-Soul-of. Man; not: can, any man be 
wicked without violence'toi his ©wn Fear 


ſon and beſt facultjes. Every man bears- | |. 


abbut:with him a' ſecret Monitor'in-his 
"boſom;” which upon; the remptations te 
evil:doth-faithfully forewarn bim of 3t.5 
and upon” the commiſſion of evit doth 
aftufthisſoub with a ſenſe of guilt, and 
with a fearful expectation of puniſhment 
Waetpciſt it. / On the contrary, there 18 
a ſecret joy and fatisfaction natuzally 
ſprings up in the ſoul of a good man, 
Which is an RAINS Jppport and yrs 

| Lort 
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$ p RK WON 2 _ 
fort to himin the diſcharge 
rh enables him to ver any 
cyſlties: and mg ary 
conſe; vw emer _ 
cience in him:aſtrong con- 
fidence-and aſſurance at; ſome future re- = 
| ence:for his good deeds, Now that 
is thus ativeandbulieto fore- 
warn men of; the; evik:which they-are 
about. tg: 6;-.and-to» (tt: before them in 
| om mrs 5 ape and tor 
npport them-1n:doing every man, 
thatgives ſelf the kexfure toattend to 
the motions of his own, mind, :may..be 
-convinced- by : his own: experience. | Or 
if we would rather, learn from they ex> 
perience of others, . it: were, ealie-tq pro» ' 
Ur a (ner of irs we WR give 
- |. us riptions- upporta» 
bleburden a troubled ſpirit, and. the 
great \comfort,; and ſecurity; . of a con- 
{cienceyaid of: offence. And-now would 
we know. the true, graund. and foundar 
tion of thoſe hopes and fears, which the 
conſcience naturally tuggeſts.to us accor- 
to | ur. ations whether good- or 
bad, there- isno ſufficient, reaſon of them 
gan be aſhgnedbut this, that they are the 


Yigg of God, and Nature forewarning 
us 
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ug vf -an6ther-ſtate| after; thisg" when all 
men ſhall-be«recompenſed according to 

tht they have done: '(Fbrthat the - 
- fdrs and diſquirs of a guilty eonſoience 
att irideed 'theeffets of Narure, and are 
ri groutided upbn the 'zpprehenſion of 


temporal | putiiſhinenr, or of 'the-Laws of 
rien; as ine wdnly Fry ppole, is ſufficient- 
ly evident it! that thoſe 5 who 
have beet'beyortd the reach 'and above 


the fears of any earth] Tribunal, have 
el eommpls 05 ts gag = 


iFinvery bodies mbar, veer Ab is = 
| Inſtatice- of | this truth. He, 
whwwis 


poſſeſſed withfo unlimited a 
Soveraignty- over a gfeat 


* or of the 
Ktown World, and exerciſed his power 
with (© extravagant a'c , Was = 
apbn every flaſh of Lightning: and-clap 
Thufder awikened to a' Tenſe arid 
fearful apprehenſion of the power and 
why of that O6d; who at offer tires 
& Was wont to defie. Brk 46t'to dyell 
npoti a einſtance, a futthef evidence 
thartheſe Fears are the effeds of Nattite; 
may be gathered from herice; that the 
= of conſtierice is oft reautithable' i 
e | altibits, which ate dotte iti _ 

an 


 $&t KM © VI. 


* (nen Dr 


though \ we ſeek the 
ret \ - Where no- _ eye 

' ktacb oh! ſteps , or behold' our: 
-but' conſcience is av a th 
itneſſes, continually upbraidin us _ 
Whit we have done; Aid 
with terrouts, -whieh 


nothing elſe but from a convithon 


6f ſoul that/ there iv O68; -whoſe power 
and knoWledge teaches to all places, eveh 
 t6 our toſt'  ferirertietits, and who 
will otie 4y Þfing He mn) pms 
proporti ible to our ings. f 
will not inliſt | longer -upoh 'this 
thent, [than to take notice that S.': | 
hithſelf ſeems to —_— it to this very rhe Dt 
poſe, Rom. ij. 14: the 
Gentiles t6 hat O68 Ot huTid ts par- 
ticular revelation of his will as he had to 
the Jews; yet rotwithſtanding he telfs 
us, that they alſo ſhould be 5udyed as 
others were $ maſmuch as ns had the 
law of confcience written m their hearts, 
and had ffom' thence ſufficient reaſon t6 
expe that God would cal} them to ac- 
count for the violation 'of it,” and reward 
thoſe who Urd obey' it. The Gentiles, 
which have not the Haw, are a law to pheme- 
ſelves, 


and far yemoved froth the know of 


* 


ns ** "XX __, LT) 


Sn wo VE 


| Gs, hw 6+ os rk. he law written 
«thongs the wet 


hg a other, inthe 
þ-. ſecrets of. al 
| 2s gh $i; difates ad __m 


. of our ownmind, if we confider the Na- 


ture of God and his Attributes, together 
_ with;our; dependance on him, 
this, will Sinus urther ART that 
_ thexe.4s, a further Judgwont to be, ex; 
dp wy who. : OHV 14-0 onr. ber 
ag, -an continua ly P! ve. and 
rt us 40.it;,..who: hath endued us 
Ao; many: excellent perfefions a» 
ow other ,Creatures,, hath certainly 
the juſteſt;/rightto our ,obedience and 
ſeryice. - And...accordin, y.. he hath. giz 
ven, Laws.to' Mankind "1 the govern» 
ment of. our; lives}. Laws agrecable ta 
his. own:;nature , Laws.tha that: are_ holy, 
and juſt, and good and that none ſhou d 


plead /ignorance.of theſe. Laws, he hath 


as was obſerved, written. them 1n. their 
ſouls, and ſtampt upon themſuffcient evi- 
dence of their divine authority, and ob; 
lgatioo. And can we think the All-wiſe 
Creator hath done all thisin vain? Can 
we 


%.. Md > EY kad 


divine Laws is alone' ſirffich 


that he expeds and-1 


q - - t «i 
«5 o&þ " * . "TX" 
+ Py ” A; 
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'we perſiidde' our ſelves*that theſe divine 
impreſſions upon our ſoul; theſe notices 
ofithe will of God were implanted 


our nature to no purpoſe at all? No 


þ] the natural P NT lgation of the 


to then ; and that accot 


God is, that he is a rewarder of the-good 


- and vertuous. And this belief S.Paxl re- 


uires as antecedent to all religious wor- 
ip of him. He that comethto God muft 
believe, that he is a rewarder of thoſe that 
diligently ſeek bim. And'if wemult be- 
lieve him a rewarder of the good, we 
muſt- upon the ſame ground- of Reafon 


-believe, that he is alſo a puniſher of the 
| bad. Now if tve look abroad into the 


World, it is eafie to obſerve, that the di- 
{tribution of hamane affairs in this life, 
hath'very. little appearance 'of that um- 


verſal and impartial Juſtice, which we * 


have reaſon to believe God will exerciſe 
towards the Sons of' men. It 1s very 
plain, that many men ſuffer in this World 
for their vertue and integrity z and that 


others 
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others to the. contrary, raile themſelves 


to a great degree: of proſperity by wic- 
kedne(s ;and oppreſſion. When there- 


> D 


Gore we ſee ime men roſper 1B their 


Villany , others. afflicted for their Piety, 
what can 'we- conclude, but that the 
Judge of' all the Earth hath appointed 
another time and place wherein he will 
judge the World 1n Righteouſneſs, and 
recompenſe all men according to. their 


deſerving ? Its: truemdeed, God doth 


many ' times in this life exert" his power 
an the puniſhment of ſome notorious Vi- 
lanies. There-are marty remarkable re- 


 volutions which happen inthe World, 


which 'carry with- them very fignal evi- 
dence of a divine Providence and Power 
preſiding over humane aftairs. But the 
inſtances of this kind , are very few in 
compariſon with the great wickedneſs 
of Mankind : and therefore we are not 
t0look upon the judgments that befal 
men-in this life, as the compleat execu- 
tion- of the divine Vengeance; onely 


' thatthey areſo many remembrancers to 


awaken men into a ſenſe of that juſtice, 
which will one-day equally appear to 
all. God is pleaſed mariy times to make 
his power known 1n the exemplary py- 
niſhment 


- thatthe MosT HIGH 
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niſhwent.of ſome wenin: this life, ſowe- 


times for their own amendment that 
they . may eſcape the; Wrath -to. come; 


h 
ſametimes for examples to others, that 


they way ſee. it and fear, 


remember 
mg _ Tuleth among the 
children of men ; but ſtill the full exe- 


" cution of his juftice is reſerved to ana- 


ther life :- and there we muſt exped that 
he will bring every work' into judgment, 
with every ſeoret thing, whether it-be 


_ good or bad. 


3. A further evidence of a Judgment 
to come may be taken from: the concur- 
rent teſtimony and belief of all Natians. . 
The many Religions of the Heathen, 
though diſagreeing infinitely. in other 


"things, yet do all conſentin this belief, 


that there is another ſtate after this, when 
all menſhall berewarded or puniſhed as 
they have done in this. Hence aroſethe 
many Fables of their Poets concerning 
the puniſhment men underwent in Hell, 
and their deſcriptions of Elyzium, which 
they ſuppoſed to be the feat of happy 
ſouls, who had lived here holy and inno- 
cept. Hence it was that thoſe goad Hea- 
thens, who were conſcious to themſelves 
of having hved up to the light they had, 


Were 


 nouſlz 1. 7m 
* rhebody they 
dertaefice Odd, bo 4 ſhould benionore 
hable to death. Thus: Socretes 
himſelf when he was going Ito) die, thathe 
ſhould got to ;and toriien better 
than any living 3! and har after death it 
. was much 'better with' good men” than 
with the bad,” Many ex ae to this 
pepole may be gathered from the Wri- 
of the ancient Heathens, which are 
fuk tent intimation of this belief, that 
there were: rewards and puniſhments to 
beexpedted inanother life, according to 
our actions whether good or. bad,” 'Now 
that this belief.and expetation of a fu- 
ture ſtate ſhould be thus' firmly received 
by all the! feveral Parties in 'Rehigion, 
by men of all Nations and Seas, _ 
they diſagreed mfinitely 1n other thin 


muſt be grounded 'npon fome cert 
Prin- 


þ 
. 


oth Sto Heaveh, _ 
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My s.of Reaſon -which' are'cohr- 


* Wh k of theſe may be the: 4C 4 
of this univerſal conſent'in-this r 
not eafie to: determine; bur wht 
[ES Judgment ng ener 
zt ;18'2 to come; 
” becauſe; all Nations. have - pre in the 
| expedtation of it; -; Fot if they” agreed 
-In this Perſuaſion from the: force of na- 
- tural Principles; there can be-no' grea- 
ter evidence of thetruth of any rational 
deduCtion, than: that -all . men that uſe 
their reaſon ſhould-/ argue alike, and 
'- agree in; the fame concluſion 3-and could 
fuch: an Argumentation :deceive, ' we 
could have little-encouragement to be-! 
heve any: thing |\upon the teſtimony of 
our Faculties: . 

Again, If this were the effect of ſome 
early revelation made to-men when they: 
were yet few ,in number, and retained; 
im the diſperſion of Nations, and: ſtil 
preſerved , notwithſtanding: the. groſs 
rgnorance they. fell into, as to other 
matters. This muſt be - great — 

( 


21D 


revelation at-firſt,/ and muſt conſequent- 


Sit & MON: VE. | 
of \thei:clearne(s i and- evidence of that 


lj thneh 'confieny us | i the. behe$:.0f 

it; And indeed jt'::is.not improbable 
that the rational Evidenbes gereore gre 

of''a” ent to! come, t 

been: ver er to. the kir(t Ages -ofi the 
Wotld by : ome” divine revelations; 
which were communicated , to all:;'and 
thence. derived and propagated through 
all the ſeveral Relagians-and Superſtitzons 
which. afterward were AORTUIG «han 


Heathen World. 


It-1snot to 'be doubted but that Noah 
underſtood. this Truth', and would-not 
fail to: inſtruct his Family, which were 
all humane: ſouls that wete left alive , 
im ſo neceflary-.a matter: which: might 
have for great influence '\upon them to 
keep them in obedience' to God, 'who 
had fo lately delivered them from fo 
univerſal a deſtruction. Nay, there is 
ftil- extant the remainder of. a: e- 
cy concerning a Judgment-to come much 
ancienter 1A the iFlood. This» we 
find - cited by Saint Fwnde'14. And Enoch 
alſo the ſeventh from Adam prophefied , 
ſaying, Behold the Lord cometh with: #en 
Moogjans of his Saints to execute jadlg- 


anent 


"OW. ws, Wh 


hs. 


And this leads metothelaſt and moſt 
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 » "ſent upon all, and to convinte all that are 
 *nngodly',” of all their ungodly deeds which 


thuve ſpokes: againſt him. 


-undeniable evidence 6f this truth , 
\. 4+ The particular revelation af it-in 
holy Scripture; but the teltimonics of 
_ this Truth , that there is a Judgment to 
"-eome; are {0 frequent in the Writings 


:- -of the Evangelifts and Apoltles, that 


It: were altogether needleſs to recite 
them toyou, Every one that hath beard 
of the Goſpel, muſt underſtand that 1s 
one chief Article of our Chriſtian Pro- 
feſtion. Nothing more plainly revea- 
led, nothing more frequently inculca- 
red , than that we »wſtal appear before 
the judgment ſtat of Chriſt. TH 
'F proceed therefore to the /fecond 
thing propoled , The. Method of pro- 
ceeding at that day, Every one ſhall receive 
the things done in his body, atcording to that 
he hath done ; whether it be good or bad. 
That the good or evil of mens attions 

in this life, 1s che rule arid mealure ac- 
_ cording to which they ſhall be judged 
at the great day 5 that they who' have 
P 2 


_ they have ungodly committed, and of all 
. "their bard ſpeeches , which angodly finuers 


done - 
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done good; ſhall receive the good"they 
have - are and they who have done © 
. evil, ſhall receive according to that hke- 
wiſez is'a Truth fo fully and plainly 
taught in holy Scripture, - that one 
wauld' think men” could not eafily.mt- 
{take or deceive themſelves in this mat- 
ter. For bo 

1.' It is very plain, that no other way 
of proceeding -.can be agreeable to the 
Purity and Juſtice of the Divine Na- _ 
ture. The righteous God loveth righteou 
neſs, and his countenance will. behold t 
the thing that 3s juſt and he is of purer 
_ eyes than to behold iniquity. The righ- 
teous therefore , and they qonely can be 
capable of reward from him , when he. 
cometh to judge the Earth: and the 
wicked and unrighteous, and they on- 
ly muſt be the objeQs of his wrath and 
vengeance, | To do otherwiſe than ſo, 
and toinvert this method, would be a - 
contradiction to - all the divine Attrt- 
butes, and to all the Methods where- 
by. God hath made himfſef known to 
the Sons of men. And therefore the 
Author of the Book of Wiſdom faith 
thus to the Almighty, Wifd. x1.'15. 
For as much as thou art righteous #y fel 
FROM 
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fir entered into the World, an 
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' thou ordereſt all things righteouſly, thinking 


#t not. agreeable to thy power to condemn hin 
who hath not deſerved to be puniſhed. To 
'which: we may alſo add, That it 1s not 


| ' agreeable to his Purity and Juſtice, to 
_/ reward the unrighteous.and diſobedient. 


- And therefore we may obſerve, That 
1n all the methods of Gods dealings with 
the Sons of men, he hath all along de- 
clared the: greateſt abhorrence - of fin 
and wickedneſs , and the gr@telt ſeve- 
rity againſt thoſe that continued in the 
commiſſion of it. It was Sin onely-that 
brought Miſery and Death -1nto the 
World. For by one mans. —_— 

CO by 
in; and ſo death" paſſed upon all men, for 
Lots all yt pr And when ot 
was pleaſed out: of: his infinite mercy 
and compaſiion- to contrive the way of 
our recovery, and to ſend his Son 1n- 
to the World for- our Redemption, he 
would not. admit us to terms of Peace 
and Reconciliation without the grea- 
teſt demonſtration of his juſtice and ſe- 
verity againſt ſin; and that 1n the Sut- 
ferings of his -onely begotten Son. For 
he was made ſin for ws; who knep #0 
(in; be bore our griefs. and. carried our 


P 3 for- 
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TOE Sabdbs $ok wornded for our tranſ- 
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ereſfrons , he ws 'bruifed for onr ' iniqui> 
ies, by br fro wars lea. Now | 
we are' not to, de our felves\ that 
our Saviours ſufferings #1 our ſtead -can 
be available to us, ot free/ us from the 
puniſhment of our ſins, white we” con- 
tinne Mm'chem, Por be bare our | fins om 
bj awn'botly on thetree, for no other end, 
but that "we being dead to fin might live 
to rrehlWh15ſ7'; that fo' being Javed 
fromiour fits here, we might be. Javed 
fromthe Wages of them hereafter.” And 
therefore Samt Paul tells us, that the 
grace of \'God 'hith uppenred to all wen to 
bring faelvation, no - otherwiſe than. by 
" Feachire ws #0 deny all wngodlineſs and 
worldly Infts, and tp live righteonſly,"fo- 
berly, and godly in this preſent World. 
Thus 4f weconfider the nature of :God, 
and: bis dealings with" Mankind , we 
cannot bt ;'thatwhen he _ 
to j the World', he will judgeac- 
oa righteonſneſs : They who have 
done good fhall be rewarded by him, and 
they who have done evil ſhall receive a 
dye recompence of their evil deeds. 

2#T his 1s further evident from the 
ſeveral promiſes and threatnings in - Scris 
BENT) $ oof ett s UE pure, 


”. 
>» * 
- * 
. 


: 
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 Fture,.,which are-.all, along. made uſe 
| of as Arguments - to..perſuade us to the 
_  PraRtice:of right 

' hnefs, and to diſcourage and-diflvade 
 - from fin and wickedneſs; which: it 


neſs and: true ho- 


were 1n vain to do, if the premiſes of 


. the Goſpel can be: due. to. b ny-butcup- 


en :-conditien-of their obs 2-5, Or 
if-the Wrath to | came gould.. be. avoi- 
ded -any. otherwiſe. than by farſaking 


— thoſe ſinsto whietiit is threatned. Thus 


Saint P4vl argues from the promiſes of 
the Golpel, 2: Cor.vig. r. Having therefore 
theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let ua cleanſe 
onr-jelues from all. filthjneſs of fleſh and 
ſprris,, perfeting bolineſs in the fear of God. 
Thus again S, Peter 1. 4+ tells., That by 
the Goſpel there are given unta us great 
and pretious promules , that by thele ye 
may be partakers of the Divine Nature , 
having eſcaped the corruption that is in the 


- world through Lyſt, and beſides this, giving 


all diligence, add to Jour Faith, Vertue ; 
and to Vertue, Knowledge 5 and ta Know- 
ledge, Temperance; and to Temperance, 
Patiencez and to Patience , Gadlineſs 3 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs; 
and to Brotherly Kindneſs , Charity. For 


ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you 
P 4 effe- 


p 15: 
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effeGually 'ints the everlaſting Kingdom of | 
Fee Lort and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Now | 


theſe and the like Exhortations would be 


of no'force/at all to/perſuade us, if theſe: 
promiſes could be attained withour the 
performance of theſe conditions. ' '  * // 


- Ina word, inalb the deſcriptions 'of* 


a Judgment to come. there is nothin 

plainer"than this that'I now plead fore 
that God will reward every one accory 
ding to-what he hath done. Iſhall ' men- 


tion but'two places more. Rome.13.6. God 


will render to every man according to his 
deeds; to them, mho by patient continuance 
in well-doing, ſeok, fot\\glory, and honour, 
and immortality, eternal life. "But anto 
thews that are contentious, and 'do not obey 
the truth, but obey unriehteouſneſs, indigna- 
tion, ard wrath, tribulation and aneniſh up+ 
on every ſoul of man that doth evil , of the 
Few firſt,aud alſo of the Gentiles ; Foy there 
is no reſpe@ of perſons with God, The othet 
place is Mat.xxv. where our Saviour ha- 
ving givenusa large deſcription of thofe 
good Works whictr ſhall then be” rewar- 
ded, and having there repreſented the 
yanity'of thoſe mens excuſes who had not 
wg them , he concludes with: this 

ntence, theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
ſemen, theſe halo aw oo eerie 


v 


” - 


F | 


& 
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» Juni ſnentjandihe rghtoowr intife eternal. 
-_ 7 Therere 


ins onely to'draw ſome in- 


by ferences from om what hath been faid , that 
_ may-be'of uſe to us for the government 
- ofourlives. Go ep —_ 


r. If there' be a- Judgment” to come, 


- | wherein men ſhall receive;zewards and 


puniſhments according' to their ations, 
whether good or bad;'4tis eafie then to 
underſtand how much thoſe men deceive 
themſelves, who hope to be'ſaved by ver- 
tue of any- abſolute and inconditionate 
decree. For if God have from eternity 
fore-ordained fuch and” ſuch particular 
perſons to eternal life, and others to eter- 
nal damnation, without any confidera- 
tion of their a&tions, whether good or 
bad, then certainly God cannot proceed 
In JHOEER according to the method 
before deſcribed, nor could the promiſes 
and threatnings of the Goſpel have any 
force of perfuaſion to engage menin the 
pradtice of Vertue, or to diſcourage them 
from Sin and Wickedneſs. In vain would 
the Apoſtle here make uſe of the terronrs 
of the Lord to perſuade men, if God have 
before determined , that ſuch a certain 
number” of them ſhall not- eſcape the 
wrath to conſe, whatſoever diligence _ 
\E | ue 
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uſe. on their parts. . On the contrary, the. 
ppaies of te Gala —_— | 
ED EE NR 


knew and, belieyed 
that their ; vaniey x ſtate was from evyerlaſt, 


ingeye gs ol eky ſo that hw 9s 
by any' neglect. Nay; 


wen ſux tion all the various me» 
ds of perlyafion, which God, uſes in 
Scripture to.bring men to repentance and 
a. better life, }PLOVE nothing ole but allus 
lign.andbypgcrilie, For that Gad ould 
ſo.often. by his holy Prophets:.and Apo 
{tles invite ,and exhort. and beleech al all 
any that they would turn from their evil 
ways $and live, when in the.mean time he 
excluded many myriads of men from 
= poſlibility of ſalvation by an abſolute 
and irreſiſtible decree, which no endea- 
vaur of theirs can revoke or cancel ; this - 
way of proceeding cannot.,þy any means 


conſiſt with that truth and fingerity, and 


oodneſs, which is inſeparaþle, from the 
wine nature; We muſt therefore con: 
clude, that; if. there be a Judgment to 


come, when:all men ſhall receive rewards 


and. puniſhments according to what they 
have done, - then certainly; no man ſhall 


EVET mbe exchuded-from thoſe rewards ob 
y 
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a. | by his own fault; nor yet} any man ob- : 
Y | tain the lame, but by adue diligence in W 
Rx A's {A bis ſalvation , and perform- | 
} | ingthoſe conditions upon which they are 
” 
[ 
; 
| 
| 
[ 


iſed. 
,\ 2. From what __ been ſaid concern» 

- ing themethod of Gods proceeding at the 
Judgment of the Jalt Day, we may alſo 
obſerve that ' thoſe men do. y mt- 
take the conditionsof falvation,who talk 
of being ſaved by Faith, asit is diſtingui- 
ſhed from good works and obedience 
whotake ſo much pains to cry down the 
value of our good works, as though they 
had little -or no influence in/the juſtifica- 
tion-or ſalvation of a Chriſtian. For ſure» 
ly if weſhall be judged according to what 
we have done, Faith alone-cannot be the 
whole condition required-on our parts in 
order toQur ſalvation. It 1s true indeed, 
glorious things are ſpoken of Faith in 
holy Scripture, but theſe things muſtnot 
be underſtood of a bare aflent to the 
truth of che Goſpel, which is the proper 
importance of that word Faith; but of | 
ſach a Farh-as is a principle -of lifeand 1 
aQion, fucha Faith as bath 1nfluence upon 
the wholecourſe of our hives, and 1s not | 
contraditted/by our practice and conver- 


ſation 5 | 
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— 3. If we ſhall be judged according to 


' be performed in ourlife time; whileſt we 
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fation; a Faith that workethby love and }- 
$s fruitful of good works and obedience, |} 
Thas'itis not to be conſidered as a ſingle } 
Vertue and ſeparate from rhe reſt, but as -J 
being the fruitful parent of all other Chri- © Þ 
tian Vertues,” and including them in it, | | | 
For'if we underſtand Faith ina more ſtri&  Þ 
ſenſe, as diſtint from an holy converſa- 
tion, it is no more than the Devils them- 
ſelves may 'pretend to; and yet this is fo 
far from being any relief to them, that it 

is the great aggravation of their miſery, 
To wad Deaffoed of the ewech q 
things revealed in the Goſpel, and to © 
know withal'that they themſelves are fi- _ 
nally excluded from the benefit of them z 
this doubtleſs is a mighty aggravation of 
their horrour, and we may well conclude 

as S. James doth, that they believe and 
tremble, nay that this belief doth make 
them tremble. 


- what we have done in the body, it then 
follows, that all that is to be done by us 
in the great work of our. Salvation, muſt 


are 1n the body: Now muſt -we give all 
diligence to make 'our ganes Fooup ele- 
ction ſure, and not]eave any thing to be 

done 


out of this World, ſuch will be his 
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— -doneaftet our death, either by our. ſelves 
{or others. This I obſerve! in oppolition 
ito that Doctrine of the Church of Rowe, 
{$ which ſuppoſes that ſome finsareexpiated 
{after death, and purged away by the fire 

_ of Purgatory, and by the Prayers and Sa- 


crifices of thoſe that are left alive. . But 


- this is not onely a vain; and groundlefs 
-opinien, but- certainly doth much tend 
.to the hindrance of Piety, and leſſening 
mens care of their future ſtate. As the 


Tree falleth ſo it lieth. As a man goeth 
| AR 
ſtate 3 and he will be judged according 
to what he was when he left the body, 
accordipg to what he had done im the 
body. WY | | 
4. If it be thus certain that we muſtall 
appear before theJudgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may recelve the things 
done in his body, this certainly ought 
to awaken our diligence in the buſineſs 
of our Salvation ; that to day, while it 1s 


called to day, we break off our fins by a 


ſincere and hearty repentance 3. that 
knowing the terrours of the Lord, we 
paſs the time of our ſojourning here in 
fear. For ſurely did men ſeriouſly conſ1- 


der that there 15 a day coming, when all 
the 
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the hidden works of darknefs' fhalt be 
'tade manifeſt,” when the ſecrets of 'all 


mens hearts ſhall 'be revealed, when all 
the cloſe impieties which had paſſed here 


undiſcertied, ſhould be laid open before 


God and' all the World z they would not. 


now fo fondly flatter themſelves with. 
hopes of ſcerelie'or impunity. Did met} 


ſenoufly refle&t upon the tertiblene(s of 


that aieerday; when God ſhall appear 
with ten thouſand of his' Saints to take 
vengeance on therh/ that have not feared 


his name, did they often thmk wpon that- 


dreadful ſentence which will hen be pro- 
nounced againſt all im NG ſinners, 

into woerlaſting 
fre gy for the Devil and his Aneels ; 


this certainly, if any thing, would put a' 


check to the\bold 1mpiety of this Age. 
Men would not then dare ſo openly to 
defie Heaven, and blalſpheme the Majeſty 

of the great God, who will at hare dy 
appear ſo terrible, nor would they con- 
tinue by their hardneſs and 1mpenitent 
hearts, to treaſure up to themſelves wrath 
again{t the day of wrath, ' and revelation 


of the righteous Judgment of God. 


On the contrary, as the terrours of that 


day on;ht to make us ſenſible of our dan- 


gory 
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— ger, .it we continue m diſobedience, fo 
”,the glorious reward :which ſhall arthar 
| day, be given to thoſe" chat-have lived 
Þt obediently to the will of God,: ought to 
Fj De a moſt hy rs Rare to:perſuade us 
2, thereunto, For what greater encourage» 
*[* hen roour duty, chain eh cbnfideration 
| of thoſe great and glotiousthings which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him 2 Who would not WIDE forſake 
all the flattering joys and tranſitory. plea- 
ſures of this lite, that he may ſecure to 
himſelf ſuch an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, that fadeth not away, which 
God-the righteous. Judge ſhall give him 
at that day 2 Or who would not deſpiſe 
all the ſufferings of this life, which may 
poſſibly attend him m the practice of his 
duty, when he remembers that theſe light 
afflitions, which endure but for a mo- 
ment, work out for him a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ? 
Now the great God grant us all his 
grace, that we may have the judgment of 
the laſt day always preſent to our minds, 
that denying all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly laſts, we may live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world, looking 
for that bleſſed hope and glorious ap- 


pearance 
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